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to  James  Russel,  esq^  professor  of  clinical  sur- 
gery IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 

IF  the  following  Observations  had 
been  of  that  importance  in  respect  of  science , as 
to  have  made  a particular  dedication  of  them 
necessary  or  proper  ; and  if  I had  been  to  select 
a Patron  of  distinguished  literary  endowments , 
and  of  extensive  and  correct  professional  acr 
quirements , there  is  no  one  who  woidd  have 
sooner  occurred  to  me  than  yourself 

Sentiments  however  prompting  an  address 
less  formal , and  therefore , I trust,  to  you  not * 
less  agreeable,  induce  me,  in  a manner  more  fa- 
miliar and  more  sincere,  to  acknowledge  my  ob- 
ligations to  you  for  many  instances  of  your 
private  friendship  ; and  to  thank  you  for  the  en- 
couragement you  gave  me  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, without  which  I probably  neither  would 
have  undertaken,  nor  accomplished  this  Uttl$ 
pork.  I am. 

•r«< 

Dear  Sir, 

* 

With  much  regard, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 

EDINBURGH, 

1st  nov.  1805. 
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PREFACE. 


AS  the  dodrine  which  I maintain,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines, 
will  carry  with  it  the  appearance  of  novelty  ; in 
order  to  obviate  any  prejudice,  it  is  therefore 
incumbent  on  me  to  flate  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  opinions  which  I entertain  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  and  to  produce  the  fads  on  which  the 
pradice  which  I recommend  is  founded. 

f 

With  this  view,  I hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
prefumptuous,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  op- 
portunities which  I have  enjoyed,  for  colleding 
accurate  and  extenfive  information,  in  the  dif- 
ferent difeafes  of  which  I treat  in  the  following 
Obfervations, 

• » % 
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I have  occupied  places  of  profeflional  trufl 
and  refponfibility  in  Edinburgh  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  During  the  whole  of  this  period, 
I have  difcharged  the  duties  of  Phyfician  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  to  George  Heriot’s  Hofpital, 
and  to  the  two  Maiden  Hofpitals  of  this  city. 

In  the  midfl  of  the  full,  and  fometimes  labo- 
rious occupations,  in  which,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  fituations,  I have  been  engaged,  my  atten- 
tion was,  many  years  ago,  attracted  to  the  pur- 
gative effect  of  medicines  given  in  Typhus  fe- 
ver. And  the  fafts  which  then  prefented  them- 
felves  to  my  notice,  induced  me  to  repeat  thefe 
medicines  again  and  again ; till,  by  flow  ad- 
vances, I at  lafl  acquired  confidence  in  the  prac- 
tice. Many  opportunities  have  fmce  occurred 
of  Sbnfirming  thefe  obfervations,  which,  in  my 
apprehenfion,  clearly  eftablifh  the  fafety  and 
utility  of  giving  purgative  medicines  in  the 
courfe  of  Typhus  fever,  under  the  limitations 
which  I point  out. 

I was  afterwards  difpofed  to  think  favourably 
of  the  fame  practice  in  Scarlatina  ; and  the  uti- 
lity 
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lity  of  it  in  this  difeafe  has  been  confirmed  alfo 
by  much  experience. 

* 9 

Thus  my  views  refpecting  the  ufe  of  purga- 
tive medicines  became  more  and  more  extend- 
ed ; and,  in  procefs  of  time,  I employed  them, 
with  a freedom  not  ufual,  but  with  manifefl  ad- 
vantage, in  feveral  other  difeafes. 

My  own  experience  of  the  utility  of  this  prac- 
tice, is  the  circumftance  which  encourages  me 

to  follow  it  out  wiih  fteadinefs.  But  to  infpire 

« 

others  with  the  fame  degree  of  confidence,  it 
will  be  requifite  to  adduce  the  proofs  on  which 
refls  its  alledged  fuperiority. 

The  number,  authenticity,  and  appofite  ap- 
plication of  the  cafes  inferted  in  the  Appendix, 
will,  I trufl,  prove  fufficient  to  eflabliih  the 
foundnefs  of  the  principles  upon  which  I pro- 
ceed, and  to  fatisfy  the  mofl  fceptical.  Many 
of  thefe  cafes  are  thofe  of  patients,  who  have 
been  under  my  own  care  in  the  Infirmary  ; and 
they  are  tranferibed  from  the  records  of  that 
inftitution,  by  the  pcrmiflion  of  the  managers. 
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To  (how  the  confequence  and  authenticity  of 
thefe  cafes,  I fhall  mention  fome  particulars  re- 
lative to  the  arrangement  of  medical  practice  in 
the  Hofpital. 

The  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  had  already  at- 
tained a high  and  deferved  reputation  as  a 
fchool  of  medicine,  when  the  Royal  Infirmary 
was  opened  in  the  year  1741.  It  was  foon  per- 
ceived, that  the  Univerfity  and  the  Infirmary 
might  be  made  to  afford  mutual  and  valuable 
aid  to  one  another.— That  the  medical  educa- 
tion, it  was  evident,  would  be  rendered  more 
complete,  by  giving  the  ftudents  of  the  Univer- 
fity accefs  to  the  Infirmary,  where  they  might 
learn  the  pra&ical  part  of  their  profeflion  ; — - 
while  the  funds  of  the  Hofpital  would  be 
augmented  by  the  fees  which  the  fludents 
would  pay  for  the  liberty  thus  granted  to  them 
to  vifit  the  patients,  and  witnefs  the  practice  as 
conduced  in  the  Hofpital. 

Accordingly,  arrangements  refpe&ing  the 
detail  of  praftice  in  the  Hofpital,  fuited  to  thefe 
views,  were  made ; which,  while  they  fecured 
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to  the  patients  benefits  fuperior,  I believe,  to 
what  are  experienced  in  moft  fimilar  inflitu- 
tions,  at  the  fame  time  afforded  to  the  medical 
fludent  opportunities  of  acquiring  the  practical 
knowledge  of  his  profeffion,  feldom  to  be  found 
in  other  Hofpitals. 

By  the  regulations  of  the  Managers,  the 
Phyficians  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  give  regular 
daily  attendance,  at  a certain  hour  ; take  the 
full  charge  of  their  refpe&ive  patients,  and  in- 
terpofe  dire&ly  in  every  circumftance  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  their  cure. 

The  two  phyficians  named  by  the  managers* 
have  an  equal  fhare  of  duty,  and  divide  the  pa- 
tients equally  between  them. 

A clerk  is  attached  to  each  phyfician.  He  is 
commonly  a young  gentleman,  who  is  advanced 
in  his  fludies.  He  refides  in  the  Hofpital,  and 
has  a general  fuperintendence  of  the  patients, 
who  are  under  the  charge  of  the  phyfician,  with 
whom  he  is  connected.  Befides  other  duties,  it 
is  his  bufinefs  to  prepare  a written  account  of 

the 
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thefymptoms  of  thofe  patients,  who  fall  under 
the  care  of  the  phyfician,  whofe  clerk  he  is. 
He  inferts  this  account  in  the  journal  book,  and 
reads  it  to  the  phyfician  at  the  bed-fide  of  the 
patient,  on  the  following  daily  vifit. 

The  phyfician  either  admits  this  account  lim- 
ply, or  makes  additions  and  alterations,  as  he 
may  think  proper. 

Regular  reports  of  the  fubfequent  flate  of  the 
fymptoms  ; of  the  remedies  prefcribed,  and  of 
the  effects  of  thefe  remedies,  are  given  daily,  or 
as  often  as  the  chronic  nature  of  the  cafe,  may 
make  them  neceffary.  Thefe  reports  are  the 
refult  of  the  accounts,  which  the  patients  give  of 
themfelves,  or  of  the  accounts  which  are  re- 
ceived from  the  nurfes,  or  of  both  together  ; 
they  are  dictated  by  the  phyfician  to  his  clerk, 
who  at  the  time,  enters  them  into  the  journal 
book. 

All  thefe  proceedings  are  tranfa&ed  in  public, 
in  the  prefence,  and  in  the  hearing,  of  a number 
of  young  gentlemen,  who  attend  the  Hofpital,* 

many 
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many  of  whom  are  competent  judges  of  what  is 
going  forward. 

Thus,  the  phyfician  muft  include,  in  his  re- 
ports, all  the  circumftances,  as  they  arife  in  par- 
ticular cafes  ; circumftances  over  which  he  has 
no  controul,  and  which  muft  inevitably  direct 
his  practice.  Further,  the  phyfician  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  in  confequence  of  his  daily  at- 
tendance, is  enabled  to  follow  out  his  pradtice, 
with  peculiar  precifion  and  accuracy ; to  do 
which,  he  is  alfo  ftimulated  by  the  intereft 
which  he  cannot  but  take  in  his  patients,  fre- 
quently friendlefs  ftrangers  ; and,  by  the  una- 
voidable  publicity  of  his  whole  procedure  re- 

fpefting  them,  which  places  him  often  in 
delicate  and  trying  fituations. 

Cafes  then  of  this  defcription,  which,  in  their 
progrefs,  cannot  be  perverted  to  particular  pur- 
pofes,  and  which  cannot  afterwards  be  altered, 
by  any  retrofpedtive  emendation  of  the  practiti- 
oner,  poffefs  an  authenticity  peculiar  to  them- 
ielves  ; and  m the  eftablilhing  of  medical  fads, 
may  be  produced  as  an  authority,  that  cannot 

be 
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be  controverted.  Indeed,  I efteem  myfelf  fortu- 
nate in  having  documents  of  this  kind  to  ad- 
duce, in  fupport  of  a praftice,  which  may  be 
thought  to  require  all  the  corroboration,  which 
the  moll  incontrovertible  evidence  can  afford, 
Thefe  cafes  inferted  in  the  different  numbers  of 
the  Appendix,  are  dated  from  the  Royal  Infir- 

mary. 

Again,  in  further  fupport  of  the  exhibition 
of  purgatives,  in  the  difeafes  of  which  I treat,  I 
infert  in  the  proper  numbers  of  the  Appendix, 
-hiflories  of  cafes  from  my  more  private  prac- 
tice and  although  they  are  not  fupported  by 
-the  fame  public  teftimony,  as  thdfe  which  are 
extracted  from  the  records  of  the  Hofpital,  yet 
I truft  they  will  be  received  with  all  the  credit 
due  to  cafes,  which  reft  upon  the  authoiity  of 
• 2Xiy  individual  pradtitionei  • 

The  favour  of  my  friends,  who  have  had  the 

goodnefs  to  oblige  me  with  communications  from 

their  private  praftice,  likewife  enables  me  to 
give  farther  evidence  of  the  utility  of  the  prac- 
tice -which  I recommend.  This  is  the  more 

gratifying 
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gratifying  to  me,  as  it  thus  appears,  that  gentle- 
men  of  high  profeffional  refpeftabiiity,  approve 
and  adopt,  in  the  inftances  to  which  their  com- 
munications refer,  the  line  of  practice  which  I 
•have  endeavoured  to  introduce. 

'i  f f . » _ r „ * r •*,  r r . 

Before  I conclude  thefe  preliminary  remarks, 
I beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  I do  not  willingly 
obtrude  myfelf  on  the  public,  in  the  character 
of  an  author  ; but  different  reafons  concur  to 
overcome  my  backwardnefs  to  do  fo,  and  even 
to  render  a full  expofition  of  my  praftice,  a 
meafure  of  prudence  and  of  felf-defence.  A 
number  of  intelligent,  well-informed  young 
gentlemen,  who  attend  the  Hofpital,  have  bet 
come  converts  to  the  free  exhibition  of  purga- 
tive medicines,  which  they  have  feen  me  employ 
wnh  fo  much  advantage.  By  this  means,  the 
peculiarities  of  my  practice  here,  palled  fdently 
mto  the  world,  unexplained  and  unfupported 
^ the  proofs  and  illuftrations  which  it  was  in 
my  power  to  bring  forward ; they  have  been 
partndly  noticed  in  one  periodical  publication  ; 
and  made  the  fubject  of  halty  and  miftaken  cri- 
ticifm  in  another.  Dreading  therefore,  that  un- 
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der  thefe  difadvantageous  circumftances,  the 
pradice  might  be  prejudged,  and  of  courfe,  ne- 
gleded,  I have  endeavoured  to  procure  for  it  a 
fair  and  unprejudiced  hearing,  by  placing  it  be- 
fore the  public,  in  my  own  manner.  To  the 
public  decifion  I will  fubmit,  with  deference  and 
refped ; at  the  fame  time,  I rely  with  confi- 
dence on  their  impartiality  ; and  truft,  that  no 
perfon  of  character  will  condemn  the  pradice, 
which  I now  recommend,  till  after  repeated 
trials,  agreeably  to  the  inftrudions  which  I have 
laid  down. 
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PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  &c. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES. 

Every  phyfician,  in  the  commencement  of  his 
profeflional  purfuits,  is  neceflarily  guided  by  the 
opinions  he  has  imbibed  in  the  fchools  \ by  the 
fentiments  of  the  authors  whom  he  has  chiefly 
confulted  ; and  by  the  practice  of  others,  which 
he  has  propofed  to  himfelf  to  follow.  Subfe-  • 
quent  information,  however,  new  difcoveries, 
and  the  experience  which  he  gains  by  perfonal 
intercourfe  with  the  Tick,  difpofe  him  fooner  or 
Jater,  to  make  fome  change  in  his  more  early 
opinions  and  practice. 

a On 


2 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON 


On  this  account  the  fcience  of  medicine  has 
been  confidered  as  changeable  and  uncertain;  but 
furely  it  would  be  more  candid  to  treat  it  as  in  a 
Rate  of  improvement,  in  which  it  has  advanced  in 
proportion  to  the  genius  and  learning  which  its 
cultivators  have  polfeffed  ; or  according  as  the 
fpirit  of  prevailing  philofophies,  always  inter- 
woven with  reafoning  in  medicine,  has  been 
favourable  to  its  progrefs  or  otherwife. 

I make  thefe  observations  as  an  apology,  if 
one  is  neceflary,  for  my  having  occalionally 
deferted  the  ufual  track,  which  has  been  pointed 
out  by  men  of  confideration  in  practical  medi- 
cine. I have  deferted  this  track,  more  par  tic  u- 
larly  in  what  relates  to  the  adminidration  of 
purgative  medicines.  I have  been  led  to  confi- 
der  this  Subject  minutely,  from  a habit  of  attend- 
ing to  the  means  of  fupporting,  and,  when  ne- 
ceffary,  of  reftoring  the  healthy  action  of  the 
flomach,  and  inteftinal  canal  ; which  action 
is  of  great  importance,  and  which  is  liable  to 
be  disordered,  and  in  -this  date,  to  produce 
much  diitrefs  in  various  difeafes.  - 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  following  obfervations, 
when  I call  in  quedion  the  opinions  of  refpec- 
table  authors,  I trull  I fhall  fpeak  with  that 
deference  and  caution,  which  I feel  to  be  due 
to  them  ; being  well  aware  how  apt  we  are 
to  take  erroneous  views  in  difcuffions  that  are 
purely  theoretical. — And  when  I propofe  thofe 
changes  in  practice,  which  experience  has  taught 
me  to  be  ufeful,  I will  do  fo  with  a confidence 
proportionate  to  that  experience  upon  which 
my  opinions  are  founded.  Neverthelefs,  I beg 
it  to  be  underflood,  that  I refpedtfully  fubmit 
the  changes  which  I fugged,  to  the  conbdera- 
tion  of  my  profeffional  Brethren  ; and  requed, 
that,  after  a full  trial,  they  will  give  a candid 
decifion  on  their  merits  ; for  the  judgment  of 
the  public  is  the  ted,  by  which,  I am  fenfible, 
they  mud  ultimately  be  confirmed  or  rejected. 

The  importance  of  the  functions  of  the  do- 
mach  and  intedines  is  well  known,  and  uni- 
verfally  admitted.  By  means  of  thefe  functions 
our  food  is  digeded  and  aflimulated,  and  is 
carried,  under  the  form  of  a nutritious  fluid,  into 
the  fydem.  Befides,  the  power  of  fympathy 

a 2 conne&s 
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connects  the  ftomach  and  bowels  with  many 
other  parts  of  the  complicated  animal  machine  ; 
and  ftrengthens  the  influence  which  thefe  organs 
maintain  over  the  comfort,  the  health,  and  the 
life  of  every  individual.  Hence  it  is  obvious, 
that  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  muft 
greatly  affedt  the  fyftem  at  large;  and  that,  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  and  duration  of  thefe 
diforders,  the  affe&ion  of  the  general  habit  will 
be  more  or  lefs  ferious  and  afflicting. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  new  in  the  obfer- 
vation,  that  the  conftipated  and  loaded  ftate  of 
the  inteftinal  canal,  is  a common  caufe  of  gene- 
ral bad  health.  But  when  I go  the  length  of 
faying,  that  this  ftate  generally  accompanies 

and  aggravates  the  other  fymptoms  of  fever  ; 

% 

that  it  is  alfo  the  immediate  caufe  of  certain 
diforders  peculiar  to  children  and  young  peo- 
ple ; I am  aware  that  I advance  opinions,  in 
which  there  is  a confiderable  degree  of  novelty  ; 
but  in  which  I truft  the  following  fheets  will 
fatisfy  the  medical  reader,  that  there  is  alfo  at 
Ieaft?  an  equal  degree  of  foundnefs. 
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I have  befides  obferved,  that,  in  mature  age, 
and  in  the  decline  of  life,  fymptoms,  which  are 
attributed  to  previous  irregularities,  to  idiofyn- 
cracy,  and  hereditary  difpofition,  to  difeafe,  and 
to  approaching  old  age,  arife  from  conftipation 
of  the  bowels,  or  are  intimately  conne&ed  with 
it.  But  the  confideration  of  thefe,  is  not  com- 
prehended in  my  prefent  plan. 

Thus  I have  learnt  how  much  the  prophylac- 
, tic  part  of  medicine,  is  connected  with  the  re- 
gular a&ion  of  the  bowels ; and  how  neceffary 
it  is,  in  confequence  of  this,  to  advife  thofe  who 
wifh  to  preferve  good  health  ; and  the  Valetudi- 
narian who  is  in  quell  of  this  loft  treafure,  to 
attend  to  this  circumftance.  On  fome  occafions 
it  may  be  proper  to  propofe  to  them,  to  forfake 
the  haunts  and  habits  of  falhionable  life ; to 
leave  the  crowded  city,  alluring  amufements,  or 
ferious  occupations,  conducted  in  airlefs,  or 
even  tainted  rooms ; to  fhun  luxurious  tables, 
indolence,  and  late  hours ; to  retrace  the  foot- 
fteps  by  which  they  had  deviated  from  fimple 
nature ; and  to  court  the  country,  pure  air,  mo- 
derate exercife,  and  fimple  diet. 
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This  advice  however,  cannot  be  always  com- 
plied with  ; and  it  may  not  always  remove  cof- 
tivenefs,  and  the  ills  which  proceed  from  it. 
In  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  coftivenefs  which 
accompanies  difeafe,  the  interpofition  of  pur- 
gative medicines  will  be  neceffary. 

In  infancy,  the  alvine  evacuation  is  more  a- 
bundant,  more  frequent,  and  more  fluid,  than 
in  after  periods  of  life.  In  mature  years,  the 
belly  is  generally  moved,  once  in  twenty  four 
hours.  In  the  healthy  date,  the  feces,  though 
foft,  preferve  a form  too  well  known  to  be  de- 
fcribed  ; they  are  of  a yellow  colour,  and  they 
give  out  a certain  odour.  But  when  they  are 
evacuated  lefs  frequently  than  the  age  of  a 
perfon  requires,  when  they  are  indurated, 
when  their  colour  is  changed,  and  when  they 
acquire  a peculiar  fetor,  they  mark  a de- 
rangement of  the  flomach  and  bowels : whence 
the  approach  of  difeafe,  if  difeafe  is  not  already 
formed,  may  be  apprehended. 

I am  not  ignorant,  that  coftivenefs  will  prevail 
to  a confiderable  extent,  even  in  robufl,  and  o- 
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therwiie  healthy  people,  without  immediate  in- 
jury. In  fuch  inflanccs,  the  circulating  and 
abforbent  fyftems  are  a&ive  and  powerful ; in 
confequence  of  which,  the  fluid  contents  of  the 
inteflines  may  be  fo  quickly,  and  fo  completely 
taken  up,  as  to  leave  a comparatively  fmall 
mafs,  incapable  from  its  bulk,  of  giving  a fti- 
mulus,  fuflicient  to  excite  the  propenfity  to  eva- 
cuate the  bowels  ; but  which  by  gradual  and 
flow  accumulation  acquires  this  bulk,  and  is  at 
lafl:  voided  under  the  appearance  of  an  indurated 
Itool. 

This  conftitutional  tendency  gives  a dange- 
rous Hate  ; and  however  defirable  it  may  be 
to  rectify  it,  yet  the  confideration  of  it  is  not 
within  my  plan,  which  embraces  only  a few 
difeafes,  of  which  coftivenefs  may  be  conlidered 
as  the  caufe,  or  in  which  it  is  a leading,  or  per- 
manent fymptom. 

In  the  dawn  of  phyfic,  purgative  medicines 
were  employed.  But,  although  they  have  been 
recommended  by  the  earliefl:,  as  well  as  by  later 
writers,  with  different  views  and  intentions  ; it 
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does  not  appear,  that  the  full  extent  of  their  uti- 
lity has  been  always  clearly  perceived  ; or  the 
adminiftration  of  them  always  properly  directed. 

Phyficians,  tin&ured  with  the  tenets  of  judi- 
cial aflrology,  prefcribed  purgatives  at  certain 
times  and  feafons ; conceiving  that  they  would 
prove  more  beneficial  or  hurtful,  according  to 
the  junction  or  oppofition  of  the  planets,  or  the 
age  of  the  moon.  But  thefe  reveries,  which  im- 
peded rational  practice,  have  long  fince  vanifhed. 

Thofe  who  were  partial  to  the  do&rines  of 
humoral  pathology,  employed  purgative  medi- 
cines, with  the  intention  of  expelling  peccant 
matter,  but  not  before  it  had  been  feparated 
from  the  mafs  of  fluids,  by  an  appropriate  fer- 
mentation. The  fame  patholigifts  taught,  that 
different  purgatives  poffeffed  diftin£t  powers, 
and  moved  different  fluids  by  a fpecific  action. 
Hence  they  have  talked  of  cholagogues,  phlema- 
gogues,  hydragogues,  and  of  melanagogues ; 
and  have  difplayed  much  apparent  fagacity,  in 
fele&ing  the  purgative  adapted  to  the  expulfion 
of  the  fluid  prevalent  at  the  time. 
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This  fermentation,  however,  and  this  depofi- 
tion  of  peccant  humours,  the  confequence  of  it, 
have  ceafed  to  hold  a place  in  the  do&rines  of 
phyfic.  And  the  fuppofed  fpecific  operation  of 
purgatives,  in  expelling  particular  fluids,  is  not 
confirmed  by  fubfequent  obfervation  and  expe- 
rience, and  is  not  now  regarded  in  pra&ice. 

Modern  phyficians  have-  two  obje&s  in  view, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  purgative  medicines 
the  one  is  to  empty  the  bowels  Amply ; the 
other,  to  promote  an  increafed  fecretion  of 
fluids  into  the  cavity  of  the  inteftines,  or  in  other 
words,  to  induce  purging.  They  have  accord- 
ingly confidered  medicines  thus  employed,  to  be 
of  two  kinds,  laxative  and  purgative  ; and  they 
direfr  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe,  as  the  cir- 
cumltances  of  the  cafe  may  feem  to  require 
them. 

This  diftin&ion  is  neither,  perhaps,  fo  correct 
or  philofophical  as  it  might  be.  Purgative  me- 
dicines a £t  by  their  ftimulating  power,  which 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the  me- 
dicine which  is  given.  Four  grains  of  calomel, 
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three  or  four  of  aloes,  and  ten  or  twelve 
drachms  of  rochelle  fait,  will  generally  prove 
purgative ; — and  any  of  thefe  in  reduced  dofes, 
will  have  a laxative  effect  only.  But  as  this  dif- 
tindfion  has  acquired  the  function  of  ages,  I 
•might  have  pafled  it  in  filence,  had  it  not  been 
neceffary  for  me  to  notice  it ; as,  from  experi- 
ence of  their  fuperior  ufefulnefs,  I employ  al- 
mofl  folely  uThat  are  underftood  to  be  purgative 
medicines,  in  the  difeafes  of  which  I am  to  treat, 
while  at  the  fame  time  I avoid  their  full  effedt  of 
purging.  - 

This  confideration  obviates  an  objection,  not 
unfrequently  made,  to  the  employment  of  pur- 
gative medicines  ; namely,  that  they  reduce  the 
flrength  of  a patient,  already  too  much  weaken- 
ed. Purging  will  undoubtedly  debilitate  the 
body,  by  caufing  a fudden,  and  a greater  than 
ufual  flow  of  fluids,  that  are  in  general  fecreted 
flowly  ; and  by  hurrying  off  the  chyle,  and  pre- 
venting it  from  pafling  into  the  circulation. 
Purgative  medicines,  thus  adting,  are  ufeful  on 
fome  occafions  ; and  are  advantageoufly  em- 
ployed in  fome  difeafes.  But  purging  is  not  de- 
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iirable  in  the  difeafes,  which  are  the  lubjects  of 
the  following  obfervations.  Here,  the  foie  in- 
tention, is  to  bring  off  the  contents  of  the 
bowels,  which  are  out  of  the  courfe  of  the 
circulation  ; and,  in  fo  far,  are  already,  in  a 
manner,  extraneous  to  the  body.  I can  hardly 
fuppofe,  that  debility  will  enfue  from  purgative 
medicines,  given  under  this  limitation ; we 
might  as  well  expedl  it  from  emptying  the  uri- 
nary bladder.  But  who  ever  dreamt  of  even 
momentary  debility,  arifing  from  voiding  a 
pound  or  two  of  urine  ? 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  IN  TYPHUS 
FEVER. 


A considerable  diverfity  of  opinion  has 
prevailed,  refpeding  the  caufe  of  fever.  Phyfi- 
cians  feem  now  to  be  agreed,  in  referring  it  to 
a general  or  fpecific  contagion  ; the  former* 
giving  rife  to  typhus,  in  the  various  forms  under 
which  it  appears  ; while  the  exanthemata,  or 
eruptive  fevers,  proceed  from  the  latter. 

The  manner  in  which  contagion  ads  on  the 
living  body  has  been  the  fubjed  of  much  dif- 
cuflion.  But  the  confideration  of  this  queftion 
is  altogether  foreign  to  my  purpofe.  It  will  be 
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fufficient  for  me,  to  note  the  ufual  fymptoms  of 
typhus. 

The  prefence  of  typhus  is  fir  ft  known,  by 
derangement  of  the  ftomach,  which  is  marked 
by  ficknefs,  lofs  of  appetite,  thirft,  headach, 
white,  or  loaded  tongue,  and  generally  by  cof- 
tivenefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  foon  followed  by 
affection  of  the  furface,  of  the  fanguiferous  fyf- 
tem,  and  of  different  fecretionsu  To  which,  in 
the  more  advanced  flate  of  the  fever,  are  fuper- 
added  delirium,  tremors,  fubfultus  tendinum, 
floccitatio,  fingultus  ; thefe  denote  confiderable 
affection  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 

The  fymptoms  above  enumerated  appear  in 
fucceffion,  and  generally  in  the  order  in  which 
I have  mentioned  them ; thofe  which  affeft  the 
ftomach,  as  they  are  the  firft,  fo  they  are  the 
moft  permanent  throughout  the  fever.  They 
accompany  the  others  as  they  arife,  and  very 
poffibly  influence  them,  in  refpedt  of  their  mild- 
nefs  or  feverity.  They  are  therefore,  of  great 
import,  in  the  treatment  of  fever,  and  demand 
particular  attention. 
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Thirty  years  ago,  1 was  appointed  one  of  the 
phyficians  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  an  office 
which  I ftill  hold. 

i At  this^time,  the  cure  of  typhus  fever  was 
thought  to  confift  chiefly,  in  the  removal  of  ato- 
ny* and  fpafm  of  the  veffels  of  the  furface  of  the 
body.  For  this  purpofe,  among  other  remedies, 
weak  antimonial,  and  naufeali-ng  medicines,  were 
given  freely.  The  bate  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowelsr  after  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic  and 
purgative,  on  the  firfl  approach  of  the  attack, 
was  little  regarded  in  the  after  periods  of  the 
fever.  An  occafiona!  flool  was  procured  by  a 
mild  glyfler  ; while  a purgative  medicine  was 
given . with  extreme  caution.  Apprehenfions 
Were  entertained,  that  the  operations  of  a pur- 
gative would  rivet  the  fpafm  of  the  extreme  vef- 
fels, and  increafe  debility,  one  of  the  fuppofed 
direfif  caufes  of  death,  in  fever.  Thefe  appre- 
henfions may  ftill  bias  the  practice  of  many,  as 
they  certainly  did  bias  mine,  for  a long  time. 

A typhus  fever,  with  fymptoms  more  than  u- 
fually  malignant,  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  in 
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fummer  1779.  It  originated  in  the  hofpital  of 
the  prifoners  of  war,  who  were  confined  in  the 
Caffle.  Notwithdanding  the  employment  of  eve- 
ry precaution  which  prudence  could  fugged, 
the  fpreading  of  the  difeafe  was  not  altogether 
prevented.  Several  of  the  troops,  then  in  the 
garrifon,  and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  were  feized  with  the  fever. 
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In  fummer  1781,  a fleet  of  merchantmen 
from  Jamaica,  with  their  convoy,  confiding 
of  feveral  (hips  of  war,  came  to  anchor  in 
Leith  roads.  The  paffage  had  been  tedious,  the 
crews  were  fickly,  and  they  had  been  for  fome 
time,  on  fhort  allowance  of  provifions.  Never- 
thelefs,  they  were  obliged,  from  the  circum- 
Aances  of  the  war,  to  avoid  the  channel,  and 
come  round  by  the  north  of  Scotland. 

From  the  beginning  of  July,  to  the  ninth  day 
of  AuguA,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-fix men  in  fever,  were  fent  afhore,  from  his 
Majedy’s  fhip  Suffolk,  one  of  the  convoy,  of 
whom  twenty- three  died.  And  of  forty  men 
in  fever,  who  were  landed  from  his  Majedy’s 
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fliip  Egmont,  another  of  the  convoy,  on  the 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  thirteenth  of  July,  eight 
died. 

Such  of  thefe  men,  as  could  not  be  accommo- 
dated in  a temporary  hofpital,  were  quartered 
in  Leith,  two,  three,  or  four  being  billeted  in 
one  houfe.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  were  feized 
with  a fever,  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  under 
which  the  failors  laboured,  and  it  continued  to 
prevail  for  many  years  in  the  town. 

Thefe  circumftances,  the  proximity  of  Leith 
to  Edinburgh,  and  the  great  and  daily  re- 
ciprocal intercourfe  which  fubfifts  betwixt  the 
inhabitants,  will  account  for  a typhus  fever  of 
greater  than  ufual  malignity,  which  appeared  in 
Edinburgh  about  this  time,  and  which  conti- 
nued to  prevail  for  fome  years  afterwards. 

Being  frequently  difappointed  in  my  at- 
tempts to  cure  this  fever,  by  the  practice  then  in 
ufe  ; I was  induced  to  employ  a powerful  anti- 
monial  medicine.  Calx  antimonii  nitrata , Phar - 
v tacop,  Edinburgen,  editce , anno  1774.  Of  this 
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medicine,  I gave  four  or  fix  grains  for  a dofe, 
which  was  repeated  three  or  four  times,  at  an 
interval  of  two  hours,  between  each  dofe,  un- 
lefs  fweating,  vomiting,  or  purging,  were  pre- 
vioufly  excited. 

I had  recourfe  to  this  practice,  towards  the 
end  of  the  fever,  and  in  the  treatment  of  thofe 
patients  only,  of  whofe  recovery  I was  exceed- 
ingly  doubtful.  I entertained  hopes,  however, 
that  a favourable  crifis  might  be  procured,  by 
the  efficacy  of  the  antimpnial ; and,  in  the  mean 
time,  I fupported  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  by 
the  moderate  ufe  of  wine. 

This  antimonial  remedy  was  not  ineffectual ; 
but  I remarked  that  it  was  beneficial  only,  when 
it  moved  the  belly.  The  (tools  were  black  and 
fetid,  and  in  general  copious.  On  the  dis- 
charge of  thefe,  the  low  delirium,  tremors,  floc- 
citatio,  and  fubfultus  tendinum,  which  had 
prevailed,  abated  in  fome  cafes ; the  tongue, 
which  had  been  dry  and  furred,  became  moifter 
and  cleaner,  and  a feeble  creeping  pulfe  ac- 
quired a firmer  beat. 
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Reflecting  afterwards  on  thefe  circumftances, 
it  occurred  to  me,  as  the  purgative  effeCt  ap- 
peared to  have  been  the  ufeful  one,  that  any 
purgative  medicine  might  be  fubftituted,  for  the 
calx  antimonii  nitrata ; and  that  by  this  fubfti- 
tution,  the  unneceffary  debilitation  of  an  ex- 
haufted  patient,  by  vomiting  and  fweating  might 
be  avoided. 

More  extended  experience  confirmed  thefe 
conjectures ; and  I was  gradually  encouraged  to 
employ  purgative  medicines  early,  in  typhus, 
and  to  repeat  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe. 
And  after  having  long  and  itriCtly  directed  my 
attention  to  this  point  of  practice,  I am  now 
throughly  perfuaded,  that  the  full  and  regular 
evacuation  of  the  bowels,  relieves  the  oppreflion 
of  the  ftomach,  and  mitigates  the  other  fyrnp- 
toms  of  fever. 

Farther,  I am  difpofed  to  refer  the  ufefulnefs 
of  purgative  medicines,  to  their  aCting  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  inteftines,  and  to  their 
confequent  moving  and  conveying  off,  feculent 

matter  rendered  oifeniive  and  irritating,  by  con- 
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ftipation,  and  by  the  changed  nature  of  the 
fluids  fecreted  into  the  inteftinal  canal,  a change 
which  appears  to  take  place  in  the  febrile  ftate. 
If  thefe  things  are  fo,  how  inefficacious  mull 
the  operation  of  a glyfter  be,  the  ftimulus  of 
which,  nearly  limited  to  the  re£tum,  cannot  be 
adequate,  to  procure  the  full  evacuation  in  quef- 
tion ! 

- _ ■ - • ^ \ 

Accordingly,  it  is  now  fome  years  fince  I have 
left  off  almoft  entirely,  the  pra&iee  of  ordering 
emetics  and  glyfters  in  fever.  I truft  to  a pur- 
gative, to  enfure  a regular  alvine  evacuation. 
For  this  purpofe,  however,  a daily  purgative  is 
not  always  required.  Thus,  avoiding  the  ha- 

raffing  diftrefs,  which  generally  accompanies 

« 

the  operation  of  an  emetic  given  to  patients  in 
a ftate  of  fever ; as  well  as  the  trouble  and  fati- 
gue,  which  the  exhibition  of  glyfters  occafions  ; 
I think  I conduct  the  treatment  of  typhus  fever, 
to  a favourable  iffue,  with  more  certainty,  and 
with  the  greater  eafe  and  comfort  of  the  patient. 

This  pra&ice,  which  I have  found  ufeful,  and 
which  refpe&s  only  the  ftate  of  the  inteftinal 
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canal,  fuperfedes  by  no  means,  ufual  attention 
to  the  various  other  means  of  cure,  employed 
in  fever.  I am  even  ready  to  allow,  although 
I exclude  emetics  and  glyfters  from  my  general 
practice  in  typhus,  that  peculiar  circumflances 
may,  occafionally,  make  both  the  one  and  the 
other  necefiary. 

I cannot,  however,  omit  remarking,  that  for 
fome  years  pad,  I find  wine  lefs  neceffary  in 
fever,  than  I formerly  thought  it  'was.  This 
may  be  owing  to  the  fever  which  has  prevailed 
of  late  being  lefs  malignant  than  it  was  fome 
years  ago  ; or  to  the  efFedt  of  the  purgative  me- 
dicines which  I have  employed,  and  which  may 
obviate  fymptoms  of  debility,  as  well  as  remove 
them. 

If  this  is  a juft  view  of  the  cafe,  the  plain  in« 
ference  is,  that  the  employment  of  purgative 
medicines,  to  preferve  a regular  date  of  the  bel- 
ly does  not  increafe  the  debilitating  effedts  of 
fever.  This  dodtrine,  I know,  is  contrary  to  the 
opinion  generally  received  ; but  I am  confident, 

t 1 , ■ & . ■ • 
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The 


IN  TYPHUS  FEVER. 


21 


The  object  to  be  attained,  is  the  complete 
and  regular  evacuation  of  the  offenfive  feculent 
matter  colledled  in  the  bowels,  in  the  courfe  of 
fever.  Within  this  limit,  the  practice  is  fafe 
and  falutary.  Of  this  I am  affured,  that  I have 
had  much  fatisfa&ion  in  the  profecution  of  it  j 
and  have  not  in  a fingle  inftance,  had  occafion 
to  regret  any  injury  or  bad  confequence  pro- 
ceeding from  it.  For  I am  not  an  advocate  for 
its  being  carried  to  the  length  of  exciting  unufual 
fecretion  into  the  cavity  of  the  inteftines,  or  of 
procuring  copious  watery  ftools.  Such  indeed, 
while  they  are  not  requifite,  might  increafe  the 
debility  fo  much  and  fo  juftly  dreaded. 

In  further  recommendation  of  the  practice,  I 
obferve  that  it  is  conduced  with  eafe,  and  a to- 
lerable degree  of  certainty.  The  precife  effedt 
of  purgative  medicines,  may  not,  in  every  in- 
ftance, be  altogether  under  command ; but  in 
general  it  is  fo,  if,  to  a little  experience,  we  join 
a previous  knowledge  of  the  peculiarites  in  par- 
ticular conftitutions.  At  any  rate,  the  fubfe- 
quent  dofes  of  purgative  medicines,  and  the  re- 

B 3 petition 
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petition  of  them,  will  be  regulated  by  the  effed 
of  preceding  ones. 

It  is  of  importance,  to  confult  in  all  refpects 
the  quiet  and  comfort  of  patients,  in  fever.  On 
this  account,  the  exhibition  of  purgative  medi- 
cines fhould  be  fo  timed,  that  their  effects  may 
be  expected  during  the  day,  when  proper  afftft- 

ance  can  be  beft  procured  to  the  patient. 

/ 

The  purgative  medicines  which  I have  chief- 
ly employed  in  fever,  are  calomel,  calomel  and 
jalap,  compound  powder  of  jalap,  aloes,  folu- 
tions  of  any  mild  neutral  fait,  infufion  of  fen- 
na,  and  fometimes  the  two  lafl  mentioned 
medicines  conjoined. 

In  the  Appendix,  N°.  II.  I have  inferted  fe- 
veral  detailed  cafes,  in  illuftration  of  the  utility 
of  purgative  medicines  in  fever,  and  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  I have  ufed  them. 
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CHAP.  II. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  AND  UTI- 
LITY OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  IN  SCARLATINA. 

No  difeafe  has' attracted  greater  attention,  than 
Scarlatina.  Its  frequent  occurrence,  and  its  fa- 
tal tendency,  have  claimed  the  exertion  of  prac- 
titioners, and  have  ftimulated  them  to  enquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  mod  fuc- 
cefsful  mode  of  treating  it. 

The  ancients  do  not  feem  to  have  had  any 
very  accurate  views,  with  regard  to  fcarlatina. 

Various  authors,  from  an  early  period  of  the 
fixteenth  century  downwards,  mention  an  ulce- 
rated fore  throat,  accompanied  with  a fcarlet 

b 4 efflorefcence 
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efflorefcence  on  the  furface  of  the  body,  as  fre- 
quently defolating  different  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe. 

Sydenham  defcribes  fcarlatina,  as  we  often 
fee  it,  to  be  a mild  difeafe,  requiring  only  com- 

i 

mon  attentions,  quiet,  and  fimple  diet ; and  more 
likely  to  be  aggravated  than  relieved,  by  the 
<e  nimia  medici  diligentia.” 

% 

Huxham  and  Fothergill  afterwards  wrote  on 
fcarlatina,  and  the  ulcerated  fore  throat ; and 
fince  their  time,  many  Britifh  and  foreign  phy- 
ficians  have  publifhed  their  fentiments,  with  re- 
gard to  this  difeafe  ; and  have  fpoken  of  it  under 
the  title  of  Scarlatina  anginofa. 

i 

Thefe  different  accounts  of  fcarlatina,  have 
given  rife  to  much  nofological  difcuffion,  refpeft- 
ing  the  identity  of  the  difeafe,  as  defcribed  under 
different  names.  Little  doubt  is  now  entertain- 
- ed  on  the  fubjeft,  fo  far  as  fcarlatina,  and  fcar- 
latina anginofa  are  concerned.  It  appears  to  be 

admitted,  that  the  affe&ion  of  the  throat  in  the 

# 

latter  may  give  a variety,  while  the  difeafes  are 

the 
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the  fame  in  their  origin,  courfe,  and  termi- 
nation. 

Greater  doubt  prevails  in  regard  to  this  quef- 
tion,  refpecting  the  ulcerated  fore  throat,  or 
Cynanche  maligna,  the  name  by  which  it  is  now 
generally  known.  This  very  name  may  have 
contributed  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
distind  disease  from  fcarlatina ; an  opinion, 
which,  fanctioned  by  authors  of  refpe&ability, 
and  by  our  intelligent  and  latefl  nofologift,  has 
been,  and  is  Hill  prevalent. 

It  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  to  en- 
gage in  this  controverfy  ; and  the  more  fo,  as  I 
apprehend  that  the  diftin&ion,  the  fubjedt  of  it, 
begins  to  lofe  ground,  as  our  knowledge  of  the 
difeafe  becomes  more  comprehenfive  and  accu- 
rate. The  time  may  not  be  far  diftant,  when 
fcarlatina  will  be  received  as  the  generic  dif- 
eafe, the  full  hiftory  of  which,  will  include  the 
adventitious  fymptoms  as  they  appear  in  fcarla- 
tina anginofa,  and  in  cynanche  maligna ; in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  hiftory  of  variola  compre- 
hends 
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hends  the  varieties  of  the  diftinft,  and  of  the 
confluent  fmall  pox. 

Scarlatina,  as  an  epidemic,  does  not  always 
aflume  precifely  the  fame  appearance.  This  di- 
verfity  depends  in  part,  upon  the  varying  na- 
ture and  conflitution  of  fcarlatina  itfelf,  inde- 
pendently of  all  extrinfic  circumftances  ; in  part, 
upon  certain  contingencies,  which  are  common 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  a whole  diftridt  of  coun- 
try, fuch  as  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  air,  the  kindlinefs  or  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  together  with  other  unknown 
qualities  of  the  atmofphere  ; and  partly,  upon 
circumftances  which  apply  to  individuals,  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  difeafe  ; their  general  habit  of  bo- 
dy and  conflitution,  their  particular  flate  of 
health,  at  the  time  of  attack,  and  their  fitua- 
tion,  with  refpeft  to  lodging,  ventilation,  and 
cleanlinefs. 

Thefe  circumftances  concur  in  modifying  the 
character  of  the  epidemic ; and  while  they  in- 
troduce a variety  in  the  fymptoms  of  fcarlatina, 
they  likewife  point  out  the  neceflity  of  making  a 
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correfponding  change  in  the  method  of  cure, 
and  of  accomodating  our  practice  to  the  parti- 
cular nature  of  the  cafe. 

Hence  various  opinions  have  been  entertain- 
ed, of  the  nature  of  fcarlatira ; and,  apparently, 
difcordant  methods  of  cure  have  been  propofed. 

Undoubtedly,  varying  epidemics  of  fcarlatina 
have  led  to  the  pra&ice  of  blood  letting,  in 
fome  inftances,  and  to  the  rejection  of  it,  in 
others ; to  the  adoption  of  emetics  and  of  blif- 
ters,  by  fome  pra&itioners,  and  to  the  negledt, 
and  pofitive  profcription  of  them  by  others.  It 
is  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  that  cinchona  is 
warmly  recommended,  and  almoft  exclufively 
trufted,  for  the  cure  of  fcarlatina  ; while  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  reprobated,  as  tending  to  in- 
duce Houghs,  and  putrid  ulcers  in  the  throat, 
which  it  was  expected  to  have  obviated  and  re- 
moved. In  like  manner,  purgatives  have  had 
their  abettors  and  opponents;  but  the  latter  prov- 
ing more  numerous,  purgatives  have  been  con- 
demned as  ufelefs,  if  not  dangerous,  in  fcarlatina; 
and  lately,  the  affufion  of  cold  water  over  the 

furface, 
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furface,  or  the  ablution  of  the  fkin,  by  means  of 
tepid  water,  have  been  recommended  and  prac- 
tifed  in  fcarlatina,  according  to  circumftances, 
by  men,  whofe  opinions  have  great  weight  and 
authority. 

Thus,  the  young  and  timid  practitioner  is  de- 
tracted, and  at  a lofs  what  courfe  to  purfue,  that 
he  may  embrace  a fafe  and  decided  line  of  con- 
duct. It  will  be  a difficult  talk,  to  difpel  the 
clouds  that  overffiadow  medical  praCtice  in  fcar- 
latina. The  only  way  of  accompliffiing  it  will 
be,  to  give  a full  ftatement  of  the  leading  fymp- 
toms  of  the  different  epidemics  of  fcarlatina,  no- 
ticed by  authors  ; and  to  appropriate  to  each, 
the  general  and  topical  remedies  which  they  re- 
quire. Whoever  embarks  in  this  undertaking, 
and  executes  it  with  fuccefs,  will  render  an  ufe- 
ful  fervice  to  the  public. 

Thefe  reflexions  occurred  to  me,  upon 
turning  my  thoughts  towards  the  fubjeCt  of 
fcarlatina  ; and  I conceive  them  of  fufficient 
importance,  to  merit  the  attention  which  I have 
bellowed  upon  them. 
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I proceed  now,  to  the  proper  object  of  this 
paper  ; in  profecuting  which,  I beg  to  be  under- 
flood,  as  confidering  fcarlatina,  and  fcarlatina 
anginofa,  to  be  the  fame  difeafe,  ufmg  always 
the  term  fcarlatina,  as  including  both.  And 
thus,  in  compliance  with  common  cuflom,  and 
for  a reafon  which  will  afterwards  appear,  I fhall 
treat  of  this  modification  of  the  difeafe,  fepa- 
rately  from  cynanche  maligna,  of  which  I fhall 
take  diftinCt  notice,  in  the  fequel. 

An  inflammatory  diathefis  frequently  prevails 
in  the  firfl  attack,  and  during  the  early  period 
of  fcarlatina.  On  this  account,  venefeclion  has 
been  ranked,  by  fome  practitioners,  among  the 
remedies  which  ought  to  be  employed,  in  fcarla- 
tina ; and  it  has  even  been  pradifed  with  ad- 
vantage. 

1 ^ / 

Poffibly  too,  the  exigence  of  the  inflamma- 
tory diathefis,  may  have  difpofed  other  practi- 
tioners to  give  purgative  medicines,  more  freely 
in  fcarlatina,  than  in  typhus.  But  this  pradice 
has  not  been  univerfal  ; for  many  phyficians  do 
not  admit  the  good  effed  of  purgatives,  while 

T* 

others 
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others  deny  it  altogether,  and  confider  it  to  be 
highly  prejudicial,  by  inducing  a dangerous  and 
fatal  tendency  in  the  difeafe. 

This  queflion,  one  of  great  importance  in 
practice,  is  not  as  yet,  fatisfa&orily  decided  ; al- 
though I think  the  opinion  gains  ground,  that 
purgatives  are  ufeful  in  fcarlatina,  either  during 
the  whole  courfe,  or  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
difeafe  ; in  which  laft  cafe  they  are  given,  to 
obviate,  or  to  remove  dropfical  fwelling,  a com- 
mon, and  fometimes,  a fatal  confequence,  of 
fcarlatina. 

Many  years  ago,  when  the  prejudices  againfl 
the  ufe  of  purgatives  in  fcarlatina,  were  more 
decided,  and  more  prevalent,  than  they  are  at 
this  time,  I ventured  to  employ  them.  My  do- 
ing fo,  was  indeed  a necefiary  confequence  of 
the  benefit  I had  experienced  from  purgative 
medicines  in  typhus.  I had  learnt  that  the  fymp- 
toms  of  debility  which  occur  in  typhus  fever,  fo 
far  from  being  encreafed,  were  obvioufly  re- 
lieved, by  the  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  I was, 
therefore,  under  little  apprehenfion  from  them, 
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in  fcarlatina.  I have  never  witneffed  finking 
and  fainting,  as  mentioned  by  fome  authors,  and 
fo  much  dreaded  by  them  ; neither  have  I ob- 
ferved  revulfion  from  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  confequent  premature  fading,  or  in  common 
language,  flriking  in  of  the  efflorefcence,  from 
the  exhibition  of  purgatives.  Accordingly,  in 
treating  fcarlatina,  I have  confided  much,  in  the 
ufe  of  purgative  medicines ; and  no  variety  of 
the  difeafe,  as  occurring  in  different  epidemics, 
or  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  epidemic,  has  hi- 
therto prevented  me  from  following  out  this  prac- 
tice, to  the  extent  which  I have  found  neceffary. 

Here,  I beg  again  to  caution  the  reader  againft 
the  common  affociation  of  purging,  with  the 
ufe  of  purgative  medicines ; which  are  given 
only  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  remedy  the  impaired 
a&ion  of  the  inteflines,  and  fecure  the  complete 
expulfion  of  their  contents,  and  thus  to  pre- 
vent any  accumulation  from  remaining  to  ag- 
gravate the  feverity  of  the  fymptoms,-and  pro- 
duce further  fource  of  fuffering  to  the  patient. 


Befides 
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Befides  thefe  motives  for  the  exhibition  of 
purgatives,  I have  obferved,  that  the  febrile 
ftate  in  fcarlatina  has  a more  powerful  effect  to 
induce  coftivenefs,  and  to  change  the  nature  of 
the  contents  of  the  bowels,  than  it  has  in  typhus. 
For  inmoft  cafes  of  fcarlatina,  the  alvine  evacua- 
tion has  an  unnatural  appearance,  and  in  general, 
a peculiarly  fetid  fmell. 

While  I have  thus  found,  that  purgative  me- 
dicines mitigate  the  fymptoms  of  fcarlatina,  I 
have  alfo  in  general,  experienced  them  to  afford 
the  moft  certain  means,  either  of  preventing 
dropfical  fwellings,  and  other  fubfequent  de- 
rangements of  health,  or  of  removing  them, 
when  formed.  For  this  reafon  I give  purgatives, 
not  only  during  the  fever,  but  for  fome  time 
after  convalefcence. 

On  this  fubjedt,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that 
the  termination  of  fcarlatina  cannot  be  afcertain- 
ed,  from  its  previous  (late ; we  can  form  no  ge- 
neral conclufion  as  to  the  dropfical  tendency, 
from  the  violence  or  mildnefs  of  the  preceding 
fymptoms.  I have  been  involved  in  the  greateft 
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perplexity  from  the  appearance  of  dropfical  af- 
fection, after  the  termination  of  a mild  fcarlati- 
na.  During  the  progrefs  of  fcarlatina,  therefore, 
practitioners  cannot  be  too  much  on  the  watch 
againft  unexpected  changes,  and  unfavourable 
appearances.  They  mull  never,  in  the  flighted: 
cafe,  lofe  fight  of  the  4 diligentia  medici,’  al- 
though Sydenham  feems  to  ridicule  this  atten- 
tion, by  applying  to  it  the  epithet  4 nimia.’ 

The  fame  activity,  however,  in  the  exhibition 
of  purgative  medicines,  is  not  required  in  every 
epidemic,  and  in  every  cafe  of  fcarlatina.  In 
fome  inftances,  the  belly  is  moved  with  eafe, 
and  in  others,  not  without  difficulty.  Scarla- 
tina was  frequent  in  Edinburgh,  in  autumn 
1804,  and  in  winter  1804-5.  In  this  epide- 
mic, the  bowels  were  peculiarly  conflipated,  the 
mortality  was  great,  and  the  termination  in 
dropfy  frequent.  I have  not  afeertained  the  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  this  different  hate  of  the 
bowels  in  fcarlatina,  is  to  be  aferibed.  But  on 
whatever  caufe  the  difference  depends,  it  will 
be  neceffary  for  us  to  adapt  our  practice  in  the 

ufe  of  purgatives,  to  the  nature  of  the  prevail- 
ing epidemic. 
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It  is  not  perhaps,  of  great  moment,  to  be  fo* 
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licitous  about  the  fele&ion  of  purgative  medi- 
cines in  fcarlatina.  In  general,  I have  chiefly 
employed  thofe,  which  I have  mentioned  in  my 
obfervations  on  typhus.  Children  cannot  be  al- 
ways eafily  induced  to  take  medicines  of  any 
kind.  Submuriate  of  mercury,  may,  on  this  ac- 
count, be  proper  for  them.  But  we  ought  to 
be  on  our  guard  againfl  too  great  an  affection 
of  the  mouth,  from  the  frequent  neceflary  repe- 
tition of  the  mercury. 

In  fcarlatina,  as  in  typhus,  we  ought  to  keep^ 
in  view  the  procuring  of  the  effedt  of  purga- 
tives, during  the  day,  and  the  avoiding,  in  this 
manner,  the  difturbance  of  the  Tick,  in  the 
night  time. 

The  ufe  of  purgative  medicines  in  fcarlatina, 
does  not  fupercede  the  other  fources  of  relief 
and  comfort,  which  have  been  found  proper  in 
the  treatment  of  the  difeafe.  On  the  contrary, 
the  good  effects  of  thefe,  and  their  co-operation 
with  purgatives,  will  contribute  to  abate  fufter- 

ing, 
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ing,  and  avert  the  danger  which  follows  fear- 
latina. 


I have  purpofely  declined  entering  into  any 
argument  refpecting  the  identity  of  fcarlatina, 
and  cynanche  maligna,  that  I might  be  at  liber- 
ty to  notice  them  feparately.  I am,  however, 
difpofed  to  confider  them,  as  conftituting  one 
difeafe : yet  fo  long  as  this  is  not  the  general 
opinion,  I was  unwilling  that  doubt  fhould  a - 
rife  from  this  quarter,  refpe&ing  the  ufe  of  pur- 
gative medicines  in  fcarlatina.  For  while  in  this, 
the  more  fimple  form  of  the  difeafe,  purgatives 
are  confidered  by  almofl  every  one  as  dange- 

: i 

rous,  they  are  univerfally,  and  altogether  con- 
demned in  cynanche  maligna.  Had  I therefore 
fpoken  in  a general  way,  and  feemed  to  have  re- 
commended purgative  medicines  in  all  the  varie- 
ties of  fcarlatina,  my  propofal  would  have  been 
received  with  fuch  diftruft,  that  the  practice 
which,  from  a conviction  of  its  utility,  I was  anxi- 
ous to  promote,  might  have  been  negle&ed,  and 
paffed  from,  without  a trial  of  its  expediency. 

c 2 But 
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But  the  line  which  I have  taken,  will  avert  this 
danger.  I have  flated  my  practice,  of  exhibit- 
ing purgatives  in  fcarlatina  ; I proceed  now  to 

' * i > 

confider  it  in  relation  to  Cynanche  maligna. 

The  extreme  debility  which  is  manifeft  in  the 
malignant  fore  throat,  has  given  rife  to  a ftrong 
objection  to  evacuations  of  any  kind,  and  par- 
ticularly to  that  of  purging,  in  the  treatment  of 
it.  It  would  indeed  appear,  that  this  objection 
has  been  urged  with  effect,  againft  the  ufe  of 
purgatives  even  in  fcarlatina,  in  confequence  of 
the  connexion  which  had  been  obferved  to  fub- 
fift  betwixt  it  and  Cynanche  maligna.  For  it  was 

4 

imagined,  that  the  danger  from  Cynanche  malig- 
na which  fupervenes  upon  fcarlatina,  a fuper- 
vention  not  unfrequent,  would  be  increafed,  in 
proportion  to  the  debility  previoufly  induced  by 
the  purgatives  ufed  in  fcarlatina. 

But  the  reftri&ed  ufe  of  purgative  medicines, 
to  the  extent  of  unloading  the  bowels  only,  does 
not  increafe  this  debility,  while  it  relieves  the 
fymptoms  of  the  general  fever,  and  either  may 

thus 

4 


Iti  SCARLATINA. 


37 


thus  prevent  its  termination  in  cynanche  malig- 
na, or  alleviate  the  attack. 

Writers  alfo  condemn  purgatives  in  cynan- 
che maligna,  from  an  apprehenfion,  that  they 
ferve  to  diffufe  the  acid  matter,  defcending  from 
the  throat  into  the  ftomach,  over  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  inteflines,  and  thus  to  increafe  the 
fource  of  contagion,  and  to  aggravate  the  irri- 
tation which  arifes  from  the  prefence  of  this  ac- 
rid matter.  But  in  flating  this  objection,  they 
do  not  confider,  that  this  matter  accumulating, 
and  becoming  more  offenfive,  in  confequence  of 
retention  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  will  pro- 
duce greater  mifchief  and  greater  irritation, 

than  can  poflibly  proceed  from  the  gentle  ope- 
ration of  a purgative  medicine  ; while  they  lofe 
the  benefit  enfuing  from  the  movement  and  ex- 
pulfion  of  an  acrimonious  feculent  mafs. 

An  exhaufting  diarrhoea;  or  even  a dyfente- 
ry,  it  is  faid,  are  troublefome  and  common  con- 
fequences  of  a cynanche  maligna ; on  which 
account  purgatives  are  conceived  to  be  injuri- 
ous. But  I cannot  fee  the  force  of  this  objec- 
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tion.  For  were  I to  devife  a means  of  preventing 
thefe  confequences,  or  of  removing  them  when  ' 
they  had  taken  place ; none  more  likely  would 
occur  to  me,  than  the  ufe  of  thofe  very  pur- 
gatives, which  are  thus  fo  dogmatically  pro- 
fcribed.  While  I employed  them,  however,  I 
would  carefully  limit  their  effect,  to  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  unloading  the  bowels,  and  fhun  the 
inconvenience  of  inducing  weaknefs,  by  full 
purging. 

Under  thefe  impreflions,  I have  formed  a fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  utility  of  purgative  me- 
dicines in  cynanche  maligna.  But  let  me  here 
caution  the  reader,  that  in  giving  this  opinion, 

I have  departed  from  the  rule  which  I had 
formed  to  myfelf.  It  is  a theoretical  opinion, 
and  not  fo  fully  fupported  by  experience,  as  to 
enable  me  to  deliver  it  with  confidence. 

The  peculiarly  healthy,  airy,  and  dry  fite  of 
Edinburgh  ; the  general  cleanlinefs  and  comfort 
which  the  inhabitants  enjoy,  fmce  the  extenfion 
of  the  royalty,  and  the  erection  of  the  houfes 
in  the  New  Town,  will  account  for  the  rare  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  cynanche  maligna  among  us,  and 
for  my  good  fortune,  in  having  witneffed  few 
inftances  of  it. 


I have  faid,  that  the  opinion  of  purga- 
tive medicines  being  ufeful  in  fcarlatina,  gains 
ground.  Accordingly,  others,  befides  my- 
felf,  have  employed  them  with  confiderable 
freedom.  But  thefe  practitioners  do  not  feem 
to  have  put  a proper  value  upon  this  mode 
of  treatment  ; and  have  been  inclined  to  im- 
pute benefits,  evidently  refulting  from  purga- 
tives, to  other  medicines  which  they  may 
have  ufed  at  the  fame  time. 

Mr.  Oaxly,  of  PontefraCt,  and  Dr.  Binns,  in 
conducing  the  cure  of  fcarlatina,  which  appear- 
ed among  the  children  in  the  fchool  at  Ack- 
worth,  gave  calomel  in  repeated  dofes,  to  an 
extent  beyond  former  example.  And  the  uti- 
lity of  the  practice  was  felf  evident,  and  acknow- 
ledged. Yet  Dr.  Binns,  in  the  fubfequent 
part  of  his  account  of  this  epidemic,  derogates 
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from  the  efficacy  of  purgatives,  and  attributes" 
much  of  his  fuccefs,  and  his  fuccefs  was  great, 
to  other  remedies,  particularly  to  gargles. 

In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  June  1772, 
an  anonymous  correfpondent  mentions  an  epide- 
mic fcarlatina  which  prevailed  at  Ipfwich.  His 
letter  is  a medical  curiofity.  It  is  little  known, 
and  is  not  now  readily  acceffible,  as  the  depofito- 
ry  of  it  has  become  fcarce,  and  is  generally  to  be 

found  only  in  public  libraries.  I infert  it  there- 

* 

fore  at  length,  for  the  gratification,  I may  hopey 
for  the  inftruCtion  of  my  readers.  It  runs  thus  5 

“ Mr.  Urban, 

cc  If  the  following  comports  with  the  defign 
of  your  ufeful  collection,  pleafe  to  give  it  a 
place  the  firft  opportunity,  and  you  will  oblige 
a conitant  reader.1’ 

1 . 

To  Dr London. 

Sir, 

ct  Notwithstanding  you  are  an  abfolute  Gran- 
ger to  me,  your  character  as  a phyfician,  and  as 

a candid 

» 
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a candid,  humane,  and  benevolent  gentleman, 
has  emboldened  me  to  trouble  you  with  the 
contents  of  this,  without  any  further  apology, 
than  the  goodnefs  of  the  intention, 

<c  The  ulcerated  fore  throat,  and  fcarlet  fe- 
ver has  been  very  rife,  in  this  place  and  the 
neighbourhood,  for  fome  months  paft,  and  has 
been,  in  a confiderable  number  of  inftances,  fa- 
tal. It  has  in  every  refpedt,  anfwered  the  de- 
fcription  given  of  it  by  Dr.  Fothergill ; and 
therefore  a repetition  of  the  fyinptoms  and  ap- 
pearances would  be  needlefs.  I fhall  only  relate 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  predifpofing  caufe, 
the  proximate  caufe,  the  pabulum  morbi,  the 
treatment  I have  given  it,  and  the  fuccefs. 

i 

The  predifpofing  caufe  is,  whatever  gene- 
rates a quantity  of  acrid  bile  in  the  primae  vise, 

cc  The  proximate  caufe,  is  the  hidden  tran* 
fition  from  heat  to  cold,  and  the  contrary.  This 
has  been  fo  very  evident,  that  whenever  the 
wind  has  changed  from  the  fouth  or  weft  to  the 

north 
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north  or  eaft,  a confiderable  number  of  peo* 
pie  have  been  almoft  inftantly  feized  with  the 
difeafe. 

cc  The  pabulum  morbi  is,  acrid  bile.  This 
is  certainly  known  by  the  immediate  cure  of  the 
fick,  who  apply  very  foon  after  the  feizure,  and 
take  fuch  medicines  as  a£t  fmartly  on  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  ; by  the  great  relief  all  others  find  by 
vomiting  and  purging  ; and  is  confirmed  by  the 
contents  of  the  evacuations,  which  are  little  elfe 
but  acrid  or  putrid  bile. 

cc  The  treatment  I have  given  the  fick  is, 
immediately  to  evacuate  them,  in  proportion  to 
the  flrength  of  the  patient,  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  the  time  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  par* 
ticular  date  of  the  conftitution. 

“ The  evacuating  medicines  I have  given, 
are  the  following. 

Recipe — Raf.  c.  c.  antimon.  crud.  pulv.  aa 
p.  js.  calcinentur  fimul  in  crucibulo  donee  fumi 

fulphuris 


IN  SCARLATINA* 


45 


fulphuris  evanefcant,  et  regulus  antimonii  mani- 
feftus  fit ; deinde  ab  igne  remove,  et  in  pulve- 
rem  fubtiliffimum  redige. 

<c  Recipe — Pulv.  fupradidt.  partes  tres. — Mer- 
curi  dulcis  fexies  fublimati  et  fubtiliflime  tritura- 
ti,  partem  unarm  mifce.  . 

“ Of  this  I have  given  from  half  a fcruple 
to  half  a drachm,  to  adults,  and  have  found  if 
conftantly  to  anfwer  the  intention.  But  to  chil- 
dren I have  given  the  mercurius  dulcis  only, 
from  five  grains  to  a fcruple  ; and  if  the  fymp- 
toms  are  very  violent,  and  the  child  very  robyft, 
I have  given  even  half  a drachm  with  the  great- 
eft  fuccefs.  After  the  Tick  has  had  feveral  ftools, 
I give  him  the  following  julep  : 
c‘  Recipe — Mann,  aq.  pur.  unciis  feptem  ; fo- 
lut.  unciam,  crem.  tartar,  drachmam,  aq.  nucis 
mofchat.  unciam  dimidiam.  M.  Capiat  cohlea- 
ria  tria,  quartis  horis,  if  he  is  an  adult ; if  a 
child,  according  to  his  age  and  ftrength.  It  is 
an  agreeable  medicine,  and  anfwers  the  inten- 
tions of  keeping  the  bowels  lax,  the  bile  infipid, 
and  the  mouth  and  fauces  quite  clean. 
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cc  If  the  patient  is  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  I dired  him  to  gargle  frequently  with  Spi- 
ritus  Mindereri  in  cold  water,  which  prevents 
an  ulceration : if  in  the  fecond  ftage,  with 
Spiritus  Mindereri.  tindurse  myrrhas  uncia  di- 
midia,  decodi  hordeati,  unciis  feptem.  M.  If 
in  the  third,  and  the  Houghs  begin  to  feparate,- 
with  mel  rofar.  tindurse  myrrhse, — corticls 
Peruvian,  a.  uncia  dimidia,  decoct,  hordeati 
unciis  feptem,  M.  and  made  juft  tepid. 

<c  If  the  ears  are  affeded,  I have  ufed  the  Iaft 
mentioned  mixture,  as  foon  as  they  difcharge, 
juft  tepid,  as  an  injedion,  feveral  times  a day. 

“ After  the  Houghs  are  all  off,  and  the  fever 
gone,  I have  found  it  neceffary,  in  fome  few 
cafes,  to  give  of  the  following  tindure;  Recipe — 
Infuf.  corticis  Peruviani  Huxhami,  unciam  unam 
et  dimidiam, — Rhabarbari  fpirit.  unciam  dimi- 
diam  ; drachmam  unam  vel  drachmas  duas,  bis 
in  dies,  horis  medicinse  in  aqua  pura. 

“ The  liquors  I have  ufed,  have  been  wa- 
ter-gruel, barley-water,  chicken- water,  fage  tea, 

rofemary 
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rofemary  tea,  or  baum  tea,  occafionally.  Of 

thefe  I have  recommended  the  Tick  to  drink 

• 

freely,  cold  or  juft  tepid ; keeping  them  at  the 
fame  time  cool,  and  admitting  frefh  air  freely  in- 
to the  room,  remembering  always  Pifo’s  maxim, 
<c  putredo  fit  a calore  alieno  et  interno.” 

“ The  fuccefs  has  been  beyond  my  moft  fan- 
guine  expectations ; I have  had  confiderably 
more  than  one  hundred  patients,  and  have  not 
buried  one.” 

i 

“ Ipfwich,  June  3.” 

“ This  letter  was  written  fome  months  ago, 
fince  which  time  the  number  of  patients  have 
increafed  to  near  three  hundred,  with  the  fame 
fuccefs.” 

The  faCts  here  fet  forth,  afford  an  uncontro- 
veitible  evidence  of  tne  fafety  and  efficacy  of 
the  praCtice  of  exhibiting  purgative  medicines, 
not  only  in  fcarlatina,  but  even  in  cynanche 
maligna  ; for  the  epidemic  defcribed  in  the  above 
letter,  appears  to  have  been  of  this  nature. 


It 
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It  may  be  regreted  perhaps,  that  the  author 
had  not  given  greater  authenticity  to  his  prac- 
tice, by  fubfcribing  his  name.  There  is  internal 
evidence*  however,  in  his  account,  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  aflerts  ; and  if  fallacy  had  been  at- 
tempted, it  mull  have  been  dete&ed  and  reveal- 
ed by  fome  of  the  living  witneffes  acquainted 
with  the  tranfa&ion  at  the  time. 

This  writer  verifies  my  obfervation,  that  dif- 
ferent epidemics  of  fcarlatina  require  a variety 
of  the  fame  pra&ice.  In  the  fcarlatina  of  1772, 
at  Ipfwich,  the  bowels  appear  to  have  been  eafi- 
ly  moved.  But  I believe  the  gentle  purgative 
employed  in  the  courfe  of  that  epidemic  ; for  I 
do  not  take  into  account  the  highly  a&ive  one 
given  in  the  firft  inftance  ; would  have  been  of 
no  avail  in  the  fcarlatina  which  prevailed  in 
Edinburgh,  in  1804.  I give  a narrative  of  this 
epidemic,  as  it  appeared  in  George  Herriot’s 
hofpital,  as  well  as  the  cafes  of  a few  of  the 
patients  who  laboured  under  it,  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary.  Thefe  will  be  found  in  the  third 
number  of  the  fubjoined  Appendix. — They  il- 
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luftrate  my  mode  of  practice,  both  in  fcarla- 
tina,  and  in  its  confequences,  for  I apprehend 
other  derangements  of  health,  befides  dropfy, 
arife  from  it. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  III. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  THE  MARASMUS 
WHICH  APPEARS  IN  CHILDHOOD  AND  EARLY  YOUTH. 


I comprehend  under  the  general  title,  Maraf- 
mus,  a variety  of  fymptoms  which  affect  the 
young  of  both  fexes. 

A fluggifhnefs,  laffitude  on  flight  exertion, 
depravity  and  lofs  of  appetite,  wafting  of  the 
mufcular  flefh,  fulnefs  of  the  features  and  pale- 
nefs  of  the  countenance,  fwelling  of  the  abdo- 
men, an  irregular  and  generally  a coftive  ftate 
of  the  bowels,  a change  in  the  colour  and  odour 
of  the  feces,  fetid  breath,  fwelling  of  the  upper 

lip, 
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lip,  and  itching  of  the  nofe,  mark  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe. 

When  thefe  fymptoms  have  continued  for 
fome  time,  they  are  followed  by  alternate  pale- 
nefs  and  flufhing  of  the  countenance,  heat  and 
drynefs  of  the  (kin,  feeble  and  quick  pulfe, 
third,  fretfulnefs,  increafing  debility  and  dif- 
turbed  fleep,  during  which  the  patients  grind  or 
gnafh  their  teeth,  and  are  fubjeft  to  involuntary 
darting,  and  twitching  of  different  mufcles. 

Every  cafe  of  Marafmus  does  not  neceffarily 
include  all  the  fymptoms  which  I have  enume- 
rated. Different  combinations  of  them  give  a 
feeming  variety  of  the  difeafe,  which  is  how- 
ever, in  general,  readily  known  and  aidin- 

It  appears  mod  commonly  among  weak  and 
infirm  children,  whether  they  are  fo  from  deli- 
cacy of  conditution,  or  from  incidental  caufes. 
It  is  particularly  prevalent  in  large  and  popu- 
lous cities,  where  children  are  deprived  of  rea- 
dy accefs  to  exercife  in  pure  air,  and  ficken  and 
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pine  in  the  nurfery ; or  when  they  are  confined 
in  crowded  and  airlefs  fchool-rooms,  whither 
they  are  fent,  partly  for  the  purpofes  of  educa- 
tion, and  partly,  to  ufe  a common  phrafe,  with 
the  view  of  being  kept  out  of  harm’s  way. 
Children,  alfo,  who  are  employed  in  manufac- 
tories, where  their  occupation  and  confinement 
are  fuch  as  to  weaken  and  enervate  them,  are 
liable  to  be  attacked  with  this  difeafe.  Irre- 
gularity in  diet  and  improper  food,  alfo, 
give  rife  to  Marafmus.  We  accordingly  obferve 
it  to  prevail  moil  commonly  in  autumn,  the  fea- 
fon  which  affords  opportunity  for  eating  unripe 
fruit  and  vegetable  articles  from  the  garden. 

In  proof  of  the  operation  of  thefe  caufes,  I re- 
mark, that  I have  held  the  office  of  Phyfician  to 
George  Heriot’s  Hofpital  for  two  and  thirty- 
years.  During  this  long  period,  I fcarcely  re- 
coiled an  inftance  of  this  Marafmus  among  the 
children  entertained  in  that  inflitution.  This 
may  be  attributed  to  the  healthy  site  of  the 
building ; to  the  cleanlinefs  and  free  ventilation 
of  every  part  of  it ; to  the  wholefome  nourifh- 
ing  food  of  the  children,  and  to  their  expo- 
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fure  to  pure  air  while  enjoying  their  infant 
fports. 

Marafmus  has  been  generally  attributed  to  the 
prefence  of  worms  in  the  alimentary  canal. 
This  fuppofition,  however,  is  queftionable.  Af- 
carides,  Tenia,  and  Lumbricus,  are  the  worms 
molt  commonly  found  in  the  human  inteftines. 

Aficarides,  which  are  often  pa  fifed  in  great 
numbers  by  children  when  at  ftool,  are  not  ac- 
companied by  the  fymptoms  of  Marafmus.  Ex- 
cept an  itching  about  the  anus,  they  give  little 
other  uneafmefs. 

The  tenia  or  tape  worm,  the  prefence  of 
which  is  known  'by  peculiar  fymptoms,  which 
are  the  fource  of  much  fulfering  in  after  periods 
of  life,  is  altogether  unknown  in  infancy  and 
childhood. 

The  lumbricus,  or  round  worm,  therefore, 
muft  be  the  generally  fuppofed  caufe  of  the 
fymptoms  of  Marafmus.  Medical  gentlemen, 
who  have  pra&ifed  in  tropical  climates,  fpeak 
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much  of  the  lumbricus,  and  mention  the  num- 
ber of  them  that  is  occafionally  palfed  to  be 
very  great.  There  may  be  fomething  in  the 
climate,  foil,  or  ftate  of  the  air  of  thefe  regions ; 
in  the  mode  of  life  or  conllitution  of  the  inha- 
bitants, with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  which 
may  account  for  this  circumftance.  But  in  our 
cooler  latitudes,  no  fuch  inflances  of  numerous 
lumbrici  have  been  noticed.  On  the  contrary, 
after  the  bell  dire&ed  courfe  of  anthelmintic 
medicines,  when  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are 
going  off,  no  lumbrici  have  been  feen,  unlefs 
we  admit,  that  the  worms,  deftroyed  by  the  ef- 
ficacy of  the  medicines,  conftitute  the  unnatu- 
ral and  fetid  feces  which,  in  fuch  inflances,  are 
voided  in  great  abundance. 

This  admiflion,  however,  is  not  to  be  readily 
granted  ; for  fimilar  feces  are  palled  upon  the 
exhibition  of  an  early  purgative,  and  before  any 
fpecific  vermifuge  is  employed. 

Farther,  the  prefence  of  lumbrici  in  the  bow- 
els is  by  no  means  an  uniform  caufe  of  bad 
health.  They  have  been  known  to  exill  in  the 
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inteftinal  canal  without  any  difeafe  enfuing. 
Thefe  inftances  are  not  rare,  and  are  not  con- 
fined to  childhood.  They  militate  againft  the 
received  opinion,  that  lumbrici,  within  the  in- 
teftines,  are  the  caufe  of  Marafmus  ; for  if  they 
are  fo  in  a fingle  cafe,  they  fhould  be  fo  in 
every  one. 

/ 

This  opinion,  however,  that  worms  exift,  and 
exert  a baneful  influence  in  the  inteflines,  has 
been  fo  prevalent  for  ages,  that  a great  many 

• 

anthelmintic  medicines,  fome  peculiar  to  the 

/ 

nurfery,  others  to  the  regular  practitioner,  have 
been  mentioned  and  extolled.  Of  thefe,  fome 
have  been  confidered  as  fpecific  poifon  to  the  ani- 
mal, and  others  are  conceived  to  deftroy  it  by 
mechanical  triture.  Moft  of  them  have  had 
their  partifans  for  the  day,  and  have  pafled  in 
fucceflion  through  the  ordeal  of  experience,  in- 
to oblivion.  The  utility  of  fuch  anthelmintics 
as  have  been  found  to  be  mod  beneficial,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  been  in  proportion  to  the  purga- 
tive powers  which  they  poflefled. 
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When  I confute  the  languor  and  latitude 
which  precede  this  Marafmus  ; when  I recoiled 
the  conftitutional  or  acquired  debility  of  thofe 
who  are  more  particularly  expofed  to  be  affect- 
ed by  it,  inftead  of  adopting  the  common  opi- 
nion, of  its  being  occafioned  by  worms,  I am 
more  difpofed  to  think,  that  a torpid  hate,  or 
weakened  action  of  the  alimentary  canal,  is  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  difeafe  ; whence  proceed 
coftivenefs,  diftenfion  of  the  bowels,  and  a pe- 
culiar irritation,  the  confequence  of  remora  of 
the  feces.  I have  accordingly  been  long  in  the 
habit  of  employing  purgative  medicines  for  the 
cure  of  this  Marafmus  *,  the  object  is,  to  remove 

l 

indurated  and  fetid  feces,  the  accumulation  per- 
haps of  months ; and  as  this  object  is  accom- 
plifhing,  the  gradual  return  of  appetite  and  vi- 
gor mark  the  progrefs  of  recovery. 

The  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  from  the  fir  ft  in- 
difpofition,  to  the  appearance  of  more  urgent 
fymptoms,  difpofes  me  to  confider  it  as  confid- 
ing of  two  flages  or  periods  ; the  incipient,  and 
the  confirmed.  The  firfl  period  commences 
with  the  difeafe,  and  continues  to  the  acceflion 

of 
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of  the  febrile  fymptoms.  Thefe  ufher  in  the 
confirmed  ftage,  which  continues  to  the  end. 
This  is  not  a frivolous  remark ; it  is  of  ufe  in 
practice. 

In  the  incipient  ftage,  the  bowels  are  not  al- 
together torpid  and  ina&ive,  neither  are  they 
overloaded  with  accumulated  feces.  IVlild  pur- 
gatives, therefore,  repeated  at  proper  intervals, 
effect  a cure.  They  preferve  the  bowels  in  pro- 
per a£tion,  carry  off  feces  which  had  begun  to 
be  offenfive  and  hurtful,  and  prevent  farther  ac- 
cumulation. 

In  fele&ing  purgative  medicines*  we  muft 
flatter  the  tafte  of  our  young  patients.  Powder 
of  jalap  is  not  altogether  unpleafant.  The  mild 
neutral  falts,  diffolved  in  a Suitable  quantity-  of 
beef  tea,  as  alfo  convenient  purgatives  ; but  ca- 
lomel will  prove,  on  feveral  accounts,  the  moft 
certain  and  ufeful  remedy  of  this  kind. 

Negledt,  on  fome  occafions,  and  too  great 
confidence  in  inert  medicines,  in  others,  allow 
the  confirmed  ftage  of  Marafmus  to  fteal  on  im~ 

D 4 perceptibly 
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perceptibly.  Manifeft  danger  now  threatens  the 
young  fufferer,  whofe  remaining  flefh  and 
ftrength  are  rapidly  wafted  by  the  fupervening 
fever  ; while  proftration  and  depravity  of  appe- 
tite withhold  neceflary  nourifhment.  And  at 
1 ...  ' . 

the  fame  time,  the  more  inactive  bowel,  and 
greater  bulk  of  feculent  matter,  throw  addition- 
al difficulties  in  the  way  of  a cure. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  I adopt  active 
practice,  in  the  view  of  ftimulating  the  intef- 
tines,  and  of  putting  the  collected  mafs  in  mo- 
tion without  delay.  I find  thefe  ends  are  beft 
obtained  by  giving  fmall  dofes  of  the  purgative 
medicine  which  I employ,  and  by  repeating 
thefe  frequently  ; fo  that  the  latter  dofes  may 
fupport  the  effects  of  preceding  ones.  When 
the  bowels  are  once  opened,  ftronger  purga- 
tives, given  at  longer  intervals,  will  accomplifh 
the  cure. 

I obferve  calomel  to  be  equally  ufeful  in  this, 
as  in  the  incipient  ftate  of  the  difeafe  ; but  great 
attention  muft  be  given  during  the  exhibition  of 
it.  Without  this,  as  the  fetor  of  the  breath  pre- 
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vents  us  from  recognizing  the  mercurial  fetor 
accurately,  the  mouth  may  be  affe&ed  unnecef- 

t * ■ 

farily  and  unexpectedly. 

' ; ' 4 

While  I thus  give  appropriate  purgative  me- 
dicines, I find  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  have  full 
information  of  their  effeCts,  to  infpeCt  daily 
what  is  paffed  at  (tool.  The  fmell  and  appear- 
ance of  the  feces  are  a criterion  of  the  progrefs 
we  make  in  the  cure,  and  direCt  the  farther  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  purgatives.  This  infpeCtion 
is  the  more  neceffary,  as  we  cannot  expeCt  the 
information  we  want  from  our  little  patients  ; 
and  we  will  often  look  for  it  in  vain  from  the 
attendants,  whofe  prejudices,  and  whofe  igno- 
rance of  our  views,  prevent  their  feeing  the 
propriety  of  the  enquiry. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  difeafe,  the  fe- 
ces are  dark,  fetid,  and  varying  from  a coftive 
confidence,  to  that  of  clay,  and  are  often  fluid  ; 
and  fuch  they  appear  upon  the  firft  exhibition 
of  the  purgative  medicines.  I obferve  that  the 
recovery  of  the  lick  keeps  pace  with  the  return 

**  * • * N. 

of  feces  of  natural  colour,  form,  and  fmell ; a 

change 
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change  which  the  repetition  of  purgatives  does 
not  fail  to  produce. 

While  I give  purgative  medicines  after  this 
manner,  in  this  ftage  of  Marafmus,  in  which  the 
obftinacy  of  the  difeafe  is  fometimes  great,  and 
the  danger  attending  it  imminent,  nourilhing 
food,  of  light  and  digeftible  quality,  and  fuited 
to  the  tafle  of  the  patient,  and  the  moderate  ufe 
of  wine,  are  much  wanted. 

For  fome  time  after  the  fymptoms  have  dis- 
appeared, it  is  expedient  to  continue  a mild  fti- 
mulus  to  the  bowels.  As  they  have  recently 
fuffered,  and  have  been  weakened  by  over  dif- 
tenfion,  they  are  apt  to  favour  fubfequent  accu- 
mulation of  feces,  the  forerunner  of  a relapfe, 
which  is  to  be  dreaded  the  more,  as  the  pa- 
tients have  been  weakened  by  the  previous  dif- 
eafe. 

This  gentle  folicitation  of  the  alvine  evacua- 
tion, for  it  ought  to  be  gentle,  is  not  attended 
with  danger  ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  greatell 
promoter  of  recovery  in  this  cafe,  with  which  I 

am 
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am  acquainted.  It  relieves  the  ftomach,  and 
improves  the  appetite  and  digeftion.  Befides, 

nothing  more  is  intended  by  this  practice,  than 

* ,, 

to  eftablifh  a regular  action  of  the  bowels,  after 
long  conftipation,  by  procuring  daily  one  or 
two  eafy  motions,  which  are  indeed  at  all  times 
neceffary  to  the  healthy  condition  of  child- 
hood. 

With  this  precaution,  I do  not  feel  the  necef- 
fity  of  employing  tonic  and  bracing  medicines 
to  complete  the  cure  ; this  object  is  readily  ob- 
tained, in  general,  by  the  ufe  of  light  nourilh- 
ing  food,  and  by  the  patient  being  much  in  the 
open  air. 

I do  not,  however,  fay  that  ftfengthening 
medicines  may  not  be  ufeful  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  difeafe,  and  many  pra&itioners  fet  a va- 
lue upon  them.  Lime-water,  infufions  of  ve- 
getable bitters,  and  chalybeates,  are  of  this  de- 
scription ; and,  provided  they  do  not,  by  any 
peculiar  effect  on  the  ftomach,  prevent  nourifh- 

ment  being  taken,  will  advance  the  return  of 

% 
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the  tone  and  vigorous  adion  of  the  (tomacb 
and  alimentary  canal. 

I have  thus  endeavoured  to  unfold  the  opi- 
nion I entertain  of  this  Marafmus,  and  of  the 
caufes  which  induce  it ; and  to  explain  the  me- 
thod of  cure  which  I have  employed  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  with  fuccefs,  in  my  private 
practice. 


As  Marafmus  proceeds  from  fymptoms  of 
flight  indifpofition,  through  a feries  of  others 
which  become  daily  more  and  more  obflinate 
and  dangerous  ; as  the  firft  deviation  from 
health  is  eafily  obviated  by  the  ftimulus  of  pur- 
gative medicines,  which  brings  the  fluggifh 
bowels  into  regular  adion,  and  evacuates  their 
contents ; and  as  the  difeafe  attacks  the  young 
and  thoughtlefs,  who  can  hardly  explain  their 
feelings,  it  behoves  mothers,  and  nurfes,  and 
fuperintendants  of  nurferies  and  of  manufado- 
ries,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  young  is  com_ 
mitted,  to  watch  over  their  charge  with  afiidui- 
ty.  Proftration  and  depravity  of  appetite,  a 
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changing  complexion,  tumefa&ion  of  the  abdo- 
men, fcanty  and  unnatural  ftools,  and  fetid 
breath,  indicate  approaching  danger.  When 
thefe,  therefore,  are  obferved,  affiftance  fhould 
be  afked  ; by  the  prompt  interpofition  of  which 
much  eventual  diftrefs,  and  even  death  itfelf 
may  be  prevented. 

i 

But  other  confiderations  weigh  with  me,  alfo, 
when  I call  for  this  afliduity.  Marafmus  has  a 
clofe  connexion  with  other  formidable  difeafes, 
and  either  precedes  or  feems  to  accompany 
them  ; of  thefe,  I fhall  at  prefent  notice  two, 
hydrocephalus  and  epilepfy. 

Hydrocephalus  internus,  the  bane  of  infancy 
and  of  childhood,  a difeafe  big  with  much  fuf- 
fering,  and  of  a fatal  tendency,  has  at  all  times 
occupied  the  attention  of  phyficians.  They 
have  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  its  nature,  to 
afiign  the  caufes  which  induce  it,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  curative  indications.  Different  fentiments 
on  thefe  fubjects  have  led  them  to  employ  nu- 
merous and  difcordant  remedies.  Neverthelefs, 
even  now  we  are  not  at  one  as  to  the  caufes  of 
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Hydrocephalus,  fo  involved  are  they  in  obfcu- 
rity.  Neither  have  we  made  the  moft  diftant 
approaches  towards  the  difcovery  of  a certain 
remedy  for  it. 

This  much  is  known,  that  Hydrocephalus 
often  fleals  flowly  on  the  devoted  vi&im,  with 
fymptoms  refembling  thofe  of  incipient  maraf- 
mus.  Till  fome  better  theory,  therefore,  is  ef- 
tablifhed,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  marafmus,  of  which  I have  treated,  may  on 
fome  occasions  give  rife  to  hydrocephalus,  by 
impairing  the  vigour  of  the  conftitution,  and  by 
favouring  ferous  effufion  into  the  ventricles  of 
the  brain. 

This  conjecture  merits  the  greater  attention 
on  this  account,  that  the  fymptoms  of  hydro- 
drocephalus  refemble  thofe  of  incipient  and  even 
of  confirmed  marafmus,  and  have  been  remov- 
by  the  diligent  exhibition  of  purgative  medi- 
cines. The  truth  of  this  obfervation  has  been 
repeatedly  confirmed  in  my  private  practice,  and 
it  affords  an  additional  reafon  for  the  exercife  of 
watchful  attention,  to  prevent  the  confirmed 
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ftate  of  marafmus,  which  may,  in  more  in- 
ftances  than  we  are  aware  of,  have  been  the 
forerunner  if  not  the  caufe  of  hydrocephalus. 

% 

Epilepfy,  than  which  no  difeafe  is  fo  diftreff- 
ing  to  the  patient,  and  perplexing  to  the  phyfi- 
cian,  often  appears  in  childhood.  It  acquires  a 
hold,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  repetition  of  the 
fits,  till  the  frequency  of  their  recurrence,  and 
the  force  of  habit  fix  it,  and  make  it  a confti- 
tutional  difeafe  for  life. 

In  what  manner,  the  functions  of  the  organs 
more  immediately  effedted  by  epileptic  parox- 
yfm  are  influenced,  fo  as  to  give  permanency  to 
the  difeafe,  it  is  not  my  prefent  purpofe  to  en- 
quire. The  uncertainty  of  the  theories  pro- 
pofed  on  this  fubjeft,  and  the  little  benefit  that 
arifes  from  them  in  practice,  hold  out  little  in- 
ducement to  enter  on  the  difcufiion. 

It  is  however,  I believe,  generally  under- 

\ 

flood,  that  the  firfl  attacks  of  epilepfy  are  not 
always  idiopathic,  but  are  frequently  the  effedt 
of  particular  irritation  of  the  mind  or  body. 

There 
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There  are  many  inftances  of  irritation  of  the 
body  inducing  epilepfy.  When  no  other  is  evi- 
dent, the  loaded  inteftine  and  the  change  in- 
duced on  its  contents  in  the  courfe  of  the  ma- 
rafmus  of  which  I have  fpoken,  may  be  fufpected 
of  giving  the  irritation  in  queftion. 

In  fadt,  practitioners  have  had  this  circum- 
flance  in  view  ; for  they  enumerate  worms  in 
the  inteftines,  or  marafmus,  as  I underhand 
their  language,  among  the  caufes  of  epilepfy. 
Surely  therefore,  this  confideration  fuggefls 
another  cogent  reafon  for  attending  to  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  marafmus.  And  it  will  induce 
us  on  the  firil  attack  of  epilepfy  in  children, 
arifmg  from  an  uncertain  caufe,  to  fet  on  foot 
the  moft  decided  and  adlive  courfe  of  purgative 
medicines  ; and  not,  peradventure,  allow  the 
difeafe  to  ftrike  root,  while  we  are  idly  employ- 
ed in  the  exhibition  of  inert  and  ufelefs  vermi- 
fuge medicines  ; or  are  groping  in  the  dark  in 
quell  of  other  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  or  of  un- 
certain remedies  for  their  removal. 

I give 
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I give,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  IV.  the  hifto- 
l*y  of  a cafe  of  marafmus,  from  the  records  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary.  The  difeafe  is  frequent 
among  children ; but,  from  their  tender  years, 
and  other  circumftances,  they  are  not  proper 
fubjecls  for  a public  Kofpitai,  and  therefore  do 
not  often  appear  as  patients. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  CHOREA  SANCTI 
VITI,  OR  ST.  VITUS’S  DAN*CE. 


Systematic  writers  have  paid  little  attention 
to  Chorea  San&i  Viti ; and  practitioners  have 
regarded  it  with  indifference.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  will  furprife  us  the  more,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  formidable  appearance  of  the  difeafe, 
the  obftinacy  with  which  it  holds  its  courfe,  and 
the  diftrefsful  ftate  to  which  it  always  reduces, 
and  the  danger  in  which  it  fometimes  involves, 
fhofe  whom  it  attacks. 

i 
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Sydenham  defcribed  Chorea  San&i  Viti  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  and  his  de- 
fcription,  with  little  variation  or'  addition,  has 
been  copied  by  the  few  fucceeding  authors  who 
have  written  on  the  fubject. 

Sydenham  alfo  propofed  a theory  of  Chorea, 
by  which  he  explains  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  and  on  which  he  founds  his  fyftem  of 
cure. 

The  theory  of  the  prefent  day  differs  from 
that  of  Sydenham,  which,  although  not  very 
intelligible,  may  be  as  good  as  its  fubftitute,  and 
the  only  ufeful  part  of  his  pra&ice  which  has 
fallen  into  difufe.  Later  phyficians  therefore, 
inflead  of  elucidating  the  theory,  and  of  improv- 
ing the  method  of  curing  Chorea,  have  been  re- 
trograde in  both  refpe&s. 

% 

Sydenham,  in  his  66  Schedula  Monitoria  de 
novas  febris  ingreffu,”  gives  the  hiftory  of  Cho- 
rea Sanfri  Viti,  in  the  following  words, 

' t ' 
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“ Chorea  San&i  Viti  convulfionis  efl  fpeciesy 
quse  ut  plurimum  pueros  puellafve  a decime 
setatis  anno,  ad  pubertatem  ufque  invadit ; pri- 
mo  fe  prodit  claudicatione  quadam  vel  potius  in- 
ftabilitate  alterutrius  cruris,  quod  aeger  pod  fe 
trahit  fatuorum  more  ; poftea  in  manu  ejufdem 
iateriscernitur,  quamhoc  morbo  affectus,  vel  pec- 
tori,  vel  alii  alicui  parti  adplicitam,  nullo  pacto 
potefl  continere  in  eodem  fitu  vel  horse  memen- 
to, fed  in  alium  fitum,  aliumque  locum  convul- 
fione  quadam  diflorquebitur,  quicquid  teger 
contra  nitatur.  Si  vas  aliquod  potu  repletum  in 
manus  porrigatur,  antequam  illud  ad  os  poflit 
adducere,  mille  gefticulationes,  circulatorum  in- 
flar,  exhibebit ; cum  enim  poculum  re£ta  linea 
ori  admovere  nequeat,  dedudta  a fpafmo  manu, 
hue  illuc  aliquamdiu  verfat,  donee  tandem  forte 
fortuna  illud  labris  propius  apponens,  liquorem 
derepente  in  os  injicit,  atque  avide  haurit,  tan- 
quam  mifellus  id  tantum  ageret,  ut  dedita  opera, 
fpeclantibus  rifum  moveret.” 

/ » 

This  hiflory,  fo  far  as  it  goes,  is  correct.  It 

exhibits  a faithful  picture  of  the  difeafe,  of  the 
various  contortions  and  gefticulations  of  the  pa- 
tient. 
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tient.  But  it  is  filent  on  other  circumftances, 
the  affections  of  the  natural  and  animal  func- 
tions, which  are  effential  to  the  difeafe,  and  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  omitted.  Befides,  Sy- 
denham details  the  fymptoms  of  the  advanced 
and  confirmed  date  only,  while  he  either  has  not 
perceived,  or  has  altogether  overlooked,  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  Chorea.  Indeed  this  might 
well  happen,  as  the  regular  praCtioner  feldom 
fees  the  fufferer  before  convulfive  ftruggling  has 
excited  alarm.  For  thefe  reafons,  I give  the 
following  more  extended  narrative  of  the  fymp- 
toms of  Chorea. 

. i 

Chorea  SanCli  Viti  attacks  boys  and  girls  in- 
difcriminately  ; and  thofe  chiefly,  who  are  of  a 
weak  conflitution,  or  whofe  natural  good  health 
and  vigour  have  been  impaired  by  confinement, 
or  by  the  ufe  of  fcanty  or  improper  nourifh- 
ment.  It  appears  moft  commonly,  from  the 
eighth  to  the  fourteenth  year.  I faw  it  in  two 
young  women,  who  were  from  fixteen  t(^ 
eighteen  years  of  age. 

/ 
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The  approaches  of  Chorea  are  flow.  A vari- 
able, and  often  a ravenous  appetite,  lofs  of  ufu- 
al  vivacity  and  playfulnefs,  a fwelling  and  hard- 
nefs  of  the  lower  belly  in  mod  cafes,  in  fome  a 
lank  and  foft  belly,  and  in  general  a confli- 
pated  hate  of  the  bowels,  aggravated  as  the  dif- 
eafe  advances,  and  flight  irregular  involuntary 
motions  of  different  mufcles,  particularly  of 
thofe  of  the  face,  which  are  thought  to  be 
the  effedt  of  irritation,  precede  the  more  vio- 
lent convulfive  motions,  which  now  attract 
the  attention  of  the  friends  of  the  patient. 

Thefe  convulfive  motions  vary.  The  mufcles 
of  the  extremities,  and  of  the  face,  thofe  moving 
the  lower  jaw,  the  head,  and  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  are  at  different  times,  and  in  different  in- 
ftances  affected  by  it.  In  this  hate,  the  patient 
does  not  walk  fteadily  ; his  gait  refembles  a 
jumping  or  {farting;  he  fometimes  cannot  walk, 
and  feems  palfied  ; he  cannot  perform  the  com- 
mon and  neceflary  motions,  with  the  affected 

• * 

arms. 


This 


IN  CHOREA. 


71 


This  convulfive  motion  is  more  or  lefs  vio- 
lent, and  is  condant,  except  during  deep, 
when,  in  mod  indances,  it  ceafes  altogether. 
Although  diderent  mufcles  are  fometimes  fuc- 
cedively  convulfed,  yet,  in  general,  the  mufcles, 
affe&ed  in  the  early  part  of  the  difeafe,  remain 
fo  during  the  courfe  of  it. 

, i 

I 

Articulation  is  now  impeded,  and  is  frequent- 
ly completely  fufpended.  Deglutition  is  alfo  oc- 
cafionally  performed  with  difficulty.  The  eye 
lofes  its  ludre  and  intelligence  ; the  countenance 
is  pale  and  expreffive  of  vacancy  and  languor.. 
Thefe  circumdances  give  the  patient  a fatuous 
appearance.  Indeed  there  is  every  reafon  to  be- 
- lieve,  that,  when  the  complaint  has  fubfided  for 
fome  time,  fatuity  to  a certain  extent  interrupts 
the  exercife  of  the  mental  faculties. 

Fever,  fuch  as  arifes  in  marafmus,  is  not  a 
neceflary  attendant  on  Chorea  ; never thelefs,  in 
the  advanced  periods  of  the  difeafe,  flaccidity  and 
wading  of  the  mufcular  fleih  take  place,  the 
confequence  of  condant  irritation,  of  abating  ap- 
petite, and  impaired  digedion,  the  common  at- 
tendants 
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tendants  of  protracted  Chorea ; and  which,  I 
doubt  not,  may,  in  fome  inftances,  although 
contrary  to  the  opinion  that  Chorea  is  not  fatal, 

have  been  the  forerunners  of  death. 

< 

From  this  liiftory,  chorea  may  be  confidered 
as  confiding  of  two  dates  or  ftages ; the  inci- 
pient, and  the  confirmed.  The  incipient  ftate 
takes  place  from  the  firff  derangement  of  health 
till  the  full  formation  of  the  involuntary  mo- 
tions ; with  thefe  the  confirmed  ftate  com- 
mences, and  continues  to  the  end  of  the  di('~ 
eafe. 

i 

After  detailing  the  hiftory,  Sydenham  pro- 
ceeds, in  the  Schedula  Monitoria,  to  deliver 
his  theory  and  his  conduct  of  the  cure  of 
chorea. 

“ Cum  afteCtus  ifte,”  (chorea  fcilicet,)  “ ab 
humore  aliquo  in  nervos  irruente,  quorum  ir- 
ritatione  iftiusmodi  motus  prseternaturales  pro- 
ducuntur,  pendere  mihi  videretur  ; indicationes 
curativas  primum  ad  humores  illos  tarn  vence- 
feClione,  quam  purgatione  minuendos,  dein  ad 

corroborandum. 
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Corroborandum  genus  nervofum  omnino  diri- 
gendas  cenfebam.  Quern  in  finem  hac  utor 
methodo.  Sanguinem  ex  asgri  brachio  ad  un- 
cias  feptem,  plus  vel  minus,  pro  ratione  astatis, 
educi  jubeo.  Die  fequente  vel  dimidiam  par- 
tem, vel  quiddam  amplius,  (pro  ratione  vel  aeta- 
tis,  vel  etiam  majoris  minorisve  corporis,  ad 
fubeundam  catharfm,  aptitudine)  potionis  pur- 

V 

gantis  communis  exhibeo. 

i 

Recipe — Tamarind,  unciam  dimidiam;  fol. 

i 

fenn.  drachmas  duas  ; rhabarb.  drachmam  unam 
et  dimidiam  ; coq.  fuf.  quant,  aq.  ad  uncias  tres, 
in  colat.  difiolv.  mann.  et  fyr.  rofar.  folutiv. 
utriufque  unciam. 

“ Et  vefpere  hauftulum  paregoricum  pro- 
pino. 

“ Potionem  iltam  catharticam  ad  tres  vices 
alternis  diebus  repetendam  prefcribo,  et  hauftum 
paregoricum  iifdem  no&ibus*  Poftea  fangui- 
riem  rurfus  extrahi  euro,  dein  ut  ad  catharfm,  uti 
prius,  aeger  revertatur.  Atque  ita,  alternatim 
fanguinem  mitto,  et  fubducoalvum,  donee  asgro 
vena  ter  quaterve  fuerit  incifa,  et  poft  fingulas 

vencefecliones 
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veiicefe&iones  totics  fuerit  purgatus,  quoties  vi- 
res ferre  pofie  viderentur ; eo  tamen  temporis 
fpatio  inter  alternas  evacuationes  diligenter  ob- 
fervato,  ut  nihil  inde  periculi  segro  immineat. 
Diebus  a purgatione  vacuis,  fequentia  prefcri- 
fooA  Hcec  sunt  medicamenta  stimulantia , uti  di- 
cun fur,  corroborantia , et  alterantia  quas  hie  r c cen- 
ser c inutile  est . 

cc  Quanto  magis  convalefcit  seger,  tanto  mi- 
nus pedem  ducit,  tanto  pariter  et  diutius,  et 
conftantius  manum  in  eodem  fitu  continet,  et 
feyphum  ori  magis  directa  via  admovet : qute 
certiiTima  funt  indicia  quantum  profecerit  in  fa- 
nitate  redintegranda.  Ad  quam  quidem  con- 
fummatms  perficiendam,  licet  author  non  fim 
ut  plus  ter  quaterve  ut  plurimum  fanguinem 
emittat  seger,  attamen  remedia  cathartica  et  al- 

O 7 

terantia  eoufque  in  ufum  funt  revocanda  donee 
rectiiTime  tandem  valeatA 

Sydenham  mentions  his  fuccefs  under  this 
management:  “ Ouo  morbo,”  chorea  feili- 
cet,  ‘c  haud  pauciores  quinque  laborantes  et 
vidi5  et  fanavi  ipfemet.” 
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Sydenham  pafTes  over  in  filence  the  time 
requifite  for  the  cure  of  chorea*  The  intervals, 
however,  between  the  three  or  four  bleedings, 
during  which  purgative  and  paregoric  medi- 
cines were  given,  and  the  injunction  to  continue 
the  ufe  of  cathartics  and  alteratives,  after  the 
laft  blood-letting,  till  the  patient  is  at  length 
completely  recovered,  make  it  probable,  that 
many  weeks,  if  not  months,  muft  have  elapfed 
before  the  cure  was  effected. 

It  is  now  difficult  to  fay,  for  what  length  of 
time  tlie  authority  of  Sydenham,  and  the  credit 
which  his  opinions  obtained  T encouraged  and 
protected  this  practice,  which  he  recommended. 
It  is  certain,  however,  that  a doctrine  and  prac- 
tice difeordant  with  his  have  long  prevailed. 
And  it  is  probable,  that  the  anxiety  expreffed 
by  Sydenham,  that,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
bloodletting  and  purging,  his  patients  ffiould 
catch  no  harm  ; together  with  the  weaknefs 
both  of  body  and  mind,  charadteriftic  of  the 
difeafe,  may  have  introduced  this  change.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  phyficians  are  now  inclined  to 
refer  chorea  to  a certain  debility,  or  lofs  of 

tone. 
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tone,  in  which  the  convulfive  involuntary  mo- 
tions originate.  They  of  courfe  negled  the 
humor  aliquis  in  nervos  irruens  they  con- 
vert the  caution  of  Sydenham  into  a total  pro- 
hibition of  bloodletting  and  purging  ; and  in 
the  cure  of  chorea  they  adopt  the  exclufive  em- 
ployment of  ftimulant  and  tonic  medicines. 

Under  this  practice,  opium,  camphor,  ful- 
phuric  aether,  valerian,  cinchona,  and  different 
vegetable  bitters,  zinc,  fteel,  ammoniaretum  cu- 

pri,  cold  bathing,  and  eledricity,  are  the  medi- 

» ...  * 

cines  which  have  been  chiefly  ufed.  Moll  of 
thefe  are  cafually  mentioned  in  periodical  pub- 
lications, and  are  fupported  by  that  authority 
only  which  attaches  to  folitary  fads.  De  Haen 
is  an  advocate  for  eledricity.  In  his  Ratio  Me- 
dendi  he  gives  feveral  cafes,  in  which  it  appears 
Jo  have  been  exhibited  with  fuccefs.  Medical 
electricity  has,  however,  loft  much  of  its  early 
celebrity. 

J 

Notwithftanding  the  employment  of  thefe  re- 
medies, Chorea  has  been  found  a tedious  dif- 

eafe ; 
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£afe ; experienced  practitioners  having  admit- 
ted that  it  has  continued  for  many  months,  nay, 
for  years ; terminating  only,  on  fome  occafions, 
about  the  age  of  puberty. 

This  confefiion  is  not  much  in  favour  of  the 
modern  practice,  or  of  the  doClrine  on  which  it 
lefts.  It  is  melancholy  to  refleCt,  [that  months, 
and  years,  the  moft  valuable  in  refpeCt  of  after 
life,  fliould  glide  on,  while  an  effectual  check  is 
given  to  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  the  cul- 
tivation of  ufeful  learning,  or  the  acquifition  of 
the  necefiary  arts  ; with  the  hazard  of  perma- 
nent fatuity,  to  a certain  extent,  or  of  a gro- 
tefque  appearance,  from  the  unconquerable  re- 
mains of  irregular  motions  being  impofed  on 
the  young  fufferers  for  life.  To  thefe  cer- 

r 

tain  confequences  of  protraCted  Chorea,  I will 
add,  the  danger  which  attends  it ; I have  no 
doubt,  but  that  it  muft  have,  on  fome  occafions, 
proved  fatal. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I have  feen 
above  twenty  cafes  of  Chorea  5 a greater  num- 
ber 
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ber  than  it  may  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  many 
to  obferve.  I cannot  fay,  with  Sydenham,  that 
I have  fuccecded  in  curing  all  of  thefe.  For 
feveral  of  my  patients  prefented  themfelves 
while  I yet  employed  tonic  and  ftimulating  me- 
dicines ; when  my  practice  fhared  the  common 
fate,  and  met  with  difappointment.  I am  afraid 
I may  even  fometimes  have  done  harm,  by  the 
indifcriminate  ufe  of  the  cold-bath,  a remedy 
not  always  fuited  to  the  exhaufted  and  irritable 
ftate  of  the  victims  of  Chorea. 

I now  began  to  defert  a practice  in  which  I 
had  loft  confidence,  and  to  confider  Chorea  in  a 
different  light,  from  that  in  which  it  had  been  com- 
monly viewed.  I conceived  that  the  debility  and 
fpafmodic  motions,  hitherto  fo  much  confidered, 
might  not  be  the  leading  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  but  might  depend  upon  previous  and  en- 
creafing  derangement  of  health,  as  indicated  by  ir- 
regular appetite,  and  conftipation  of  the  bowrels. 

Under  this  impreflion  with  regard  to  the  er- 
roneous opinions,  which  had  heretofore  been 
entertained  concerning  the  nature  of  the  dif- 

2 eafe, 
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eafe,  and  the  confequent  improper  practice, 
which  I had  employed  for  the  cure  of  it,  I re- 
folved  to  alter  my  mode  of  treatment,  in  order 
that  I might  fulfil  thofe  indications  which  the 
new,  and,  as  I flattered  myself,  the  more  cor- 
rect view  of  the  disease  had  fuggefted. 

If  my  conjectures  were  well  founded,  the  hr  ft 
and  principal  object  of  practice  would  be  to  re- 
move the  conftipated  hate  of  the  bowels.  In 
purfuance  of  this  objeCt,  I began  to  try  the  ef- 
fects of  purgative  medicines,  given  regularly  in 
moderate  dofes. 

At  firft,  I confefs,  I aCted  with  all  that  cau- 
tion and  diffidence,  which  the  adoption  of  a line 
of  praCtice,  at  variance  with  that  which  had 
been  long  approved  and  eflablifhed,  naturally 
infpires.  But  experience  had  convinced  me  of 
the  fafety  of  exhibiting  purgative  medicines  in 
Typhus  fever  ; I therefore  did  not  think  any 
great  rifk  would  enfue  from  a cautious  ufe  of 
them  in  the  molt  debilitated  hate,  which  Chorea 
might  induce.  The  conjecture  proved  to  be  well 
founded  ; the  fuccefs  of  the  praCtice  confirmed 

the 
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the  juflnefs  of  the  opinion,  on  which  it  was  form- 
ed, and  encouraged  me  to  perfevere  with  fteadi- 
nefs,  and  activity. 

The  purgatives  employed  in  the  firft  inftance, 
were  of  the  weaker  kind,  and  inadequate  to  the 
object  to  be  obtained.  Stronger  ones  were 
found  to  be  neceffary  to  move,  and  difcharge  the 
indurated  and  fetid  feces. 

" • 

I found  the  quantity  of  feculent  matter  col- 
lected, to  vary  in  different  fubjects,  and  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  the  complaint.  I could  not  as- 
certain this  by  any  previous  circumftance.  One 
would  think,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  fulnefs 
and  prominence  of  the  abdomen,  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  age  and  vigour  of  the  patient,  the  ac- 
cumulation ceteris  paribus  would  be  ; but  I do 
not  obferve  that  this  is  fo.  Perhaps  the  length- 
ened duration  of  the  complaint,  and  the  reduced 
ffate  of  the  patient,  the  confequence  of  this,  are 
attended  with  the  greateft  feculent  accumula- 
tion. I think  my  obfervation  bears  me  out  in 
this  conjecture,  as  in  the  inftance  of  David  An- 
derfon,  the  hiftory  of  whofe  cafe  will  be  found 
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in  the  Appendix,  No.  V.  This  boy  was  emaci- 
ated and  exceedingly  puny,  and  his  abdomen 
was  lank ; yet  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, when  the  commencement  of  his  recovery 
was  obfervable,  to  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  the 
fame  month,  the  quantity  of  feces  difcharg- 
ed  was  mofl  wonderful,  fuch  as  I had  ne- 
ver feen  before.  It  appeared  to  me,  during 
the  above  period,  to  have  nearly  equalled  in 
weight,  that  of  the  whole  body  of  the  extenuat- 
ed patient. 

I have  already  noticed,  that  Chorea  confifts  of 
two  flages.  In  the  firft,  while  the  inteflines 
yet  retain  their  fenfibility,  and  before  the  accu- 
mulation of  feces  is  great,  gentle  purgatives,  re- 
peated as  occafion  may  require,  will  readily  efiedt 
a cure,  or  rather  prevent  the  full  formation  of 
the  difeafe. 

In  the  confirmed  ftage,  more  fedulous  atten- 
tion is  neceffary.  Powerful  purgatives  muff  be 
given  in  fucceffive  dofes,  in  fuch  manner  that  the 
latter  dofes  may  fupport  the  effect  of  the  for- 

r mei\ 
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mer,  till  the  movement  and  expulfion  of  the  ac- 
cumulated matter  are  effected,  when  fymp- 
toms  of  returning  health  appear.  Whoever 
undertakes  the  cure  of  Chorea  by  purgative  me- 
dicines, mull  be  decided,  and  firm  to  his  purpofe. 
The  confidence  which  he  affumes  is  heceffa- 
ry  to  carry  home,  to  the  friends  of  the  patient, 
eonvi&ion  of  ultimate  fuccefs.  Their  preju- 
dices will  otherwife  throw  infurmountable  ob- 
jftacles  in  the  way.  Half  meafures,  in  in- 
ftances  of  this  kind,  will  prove  unfuccefsful 
and  were  it  not  for  perfeverance  in  unloading 
the  alimentary  canal,  the  difeafe  would  be  pro- 
longed, and  recurring,  would  place  the  patient 
in  danger,  and  thus  bring  into  difcredit  a prac- 

if 

tice  which  promifes  certain  fafety. 

Here,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  extreme  debili- 
ty induced  by  difeafe,  the  recovery  is  at  firfl 
flow  and  gradual.  A regular  appetite  for  food, 
a more  intelligent  eye,  and  lightened  counte- 
nance, chearfulnefs,  and  playfulnefs  of  temper, 
increafing  aptitude  for  firmer  motions,  the  redo- 
ration  of  articulation,  and  of  the  power  of  de- 
glutition., 
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gl'utition,  a renovation  of  flefh  and  ftrength 
fucceed  each  other,  and  being  more  and,  more 
confirmed,  are,  e’er  long,  followed  up  by  com- 
plete recovery^ 

1 •'  * 

For  fome  time  after  thefe  falutary  changes 
take  place,  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  muff  conti- 
nue an  obje£t  of  attention.  An  occafional  ftimu- 
mulus  from  purgatives  will  be  requifite  to  fup- 
port  their  regular  a&ion,  and  to  reflore  their 
healthy  tone,  the  only  fecurity  again  ft  the  recur- 
ring accumulation  of  feces*  and  of  a confequent 
relapfe. 

About  this  time  alfo,  remedies  poftefled  of  to- 
nic and  ftimulant  powers,  may  be  ufed  with  pro- 
priety and  effect ; they  reftore  energy  to'  the 
torpid  bowels,  aid  the  purgative  medicines  in 
obviating  coftivenefs,  and  thus  confirm  a re- 
covery already  advanced.  Vegetable  bitters,  or 
the  preparations  of  fteel,  may  perhaps  be  the  moft 

ufeful  for  accomplifhing  thefe  ends.  I have  not 

* 

felt  the  neceffity  of  having  recoUrfe  to  medicines 
of  this  kind  : under  a proper  regimen  of  light 

f 2 and 
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and  nourifhing  food,  and  of  exercife  in  the 
open  air,  my  patients  in  general,  quickly  reco- 
ver their  ltrength.  But  many  practitioners  fet 
a value  upon  tonic  medicines ; and  the  ufual 
routine  of  practice  demands  them. 

t • 

This  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines  inCho- 
rae,  is,  I apprehend,  countenanced  by  the  prac- 
tice of  Sydenham  and  De  Haen.  It  is  how- 
ever probable,  that  the  purgative  medicine  was 
the  only  ufeful  one  which  Sydenham  employed  ; 
and  that  his  protracted  cures  may  be  attributed 
to  the  interruption  of  the  ufe  of  it,  during  the 
interpofition  of  blood-letting,  and  of  alterant 
and  paregoric  medicines. 

De  Haen,  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  his  firil  vo- 
lume of  the  Ratio  Medendi,  narrates  a cafe,  in 
the  following  words.  “ Novem  annorum  puel- 
lam,  cui  poll  variolas  morbillofque,  primo  tuflis 
frequens,  deinde  fputum  purulentum  aderat,  fpu- 
turn  demum  plane  ceffabat,  Chorea  SanCti  Viti 
prehendit,  finiftro  potiffimum  brachio  pedeque, 
at  diverfimoda  faciei  convulfio.  Bimeftri  fpa- 
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tio,  adhibita  vi  ele&rica,  puftulse  copiofae,  eaeque 
turpiter  cruftofas,  brachiumet  crus  cingunt,  inter - 
polatis  purgantibus , perfe&a  falus  redivit.”. 

. By  this  treatment,  which  I have  endeavoured 

\ 

to  recommend,  Chorea  is  fpeedily  cured,  gene- 
rally in  ten  days  or  a fortnight,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  courfe  of  purgative  medecines, 
l had  lately  two  patients,  Ann  Rofs,  and  Eliza- 
beth Webfter,  under  my  care,  whofe  cafes 
proved  moll  obfiinate  ; four  or  five  weeks  elap- 
fed,  before  I could  pronounce  them  in  the  way 
of  recovery.  The  hiflory  of  thefe  cafes  is  given  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  V, 

In  tlqe  llructure  of  the  female  pelvis,  and  in 
the  previous  duration  of  Chorea,  we  may  find 
the  reafon  why  it  admits  of  a more  or  lefs  diffi- 
cult cure.  When  the  difeafe  is  protracted,  or 
when  it  occurs  in  girls,  greater  opportunity  for 
the  accumulation  of  feculent  matter  is  afforded, 
than  in  more  recent  cafes,  or  than  where  it  at- 
tacks boys.  Of  courfe,  a longer  time,  and 
brifker  purgatives  will  be  required  to  move,  apd 

f 3 expel 
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expel  the  offending  mafs,  in  the  former,  than  in 
the  latter  inflances. 

Since  I have  employed  purgatives  in  Chorea, 

I have  been  difappbinted  in  effecting  a cure,  in 
one  cafe  only. 

i 

About  three  years  ago  I vifited  a young  girl,  ' 
who  had  been  the  victim  of.  Chorea  for  many 
weeks.  The  purgative  medicines,  which  I admi- 
nidred,  gave  full  evidence  of  a difordered,  and 
loaded  date  of  the  inteftines.  My  patient  was 
not  under  proper  management ; my  advice  was 
followed  in  an  irregular,  and  defultory  manner, 

and  the  difeafe  was  protracted.  After  fome  time 

* ' 1 * . • 

fhe  was  carried  home  to  a conhderabie  diftance, 
and  I underflood  a quack  medicine  was  given  to 
her  with  the  bed  effects.  To  my  regret,  how- 
ever, I faw  her  about  a year  ago  in  the  fame 
fituation  in  which  fhe  had  left  me,  and  I then 
learned,  that  fhe  had  continued  in  this  fituation, 
during  the  whole  of  this  interval. 

During  the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines 
in  Chorea,  practitioners  will  learn  the  propriety 

and 
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and  neceflity  of  infpecting  the  alvine  evacua- 
tions. They  are,  in  this  important  point,  gene- 
raly  carelefs  ; the  attendants,  in  Tick  rooms,  are 
of  courfe,  ignorant  on  the  fubject,  and  cannot 
give  the  information  neceffary  for  our  afcertain- 
ing  the  effect  of  purgative  medicines,  or  for  di- 
recting us  refpecting  their  dofe,  and  frequency 
of  repetition. 

I have  faid  that  Chorea  confifls  of  two  dages, 
a circumdance  which  fhould  induce’  thofe  who 
have  the  fuperintendance  of  children  to  attend 
mod  carefully,  at  all  times,  to  the  date  of  their 
bowels.  For  the  timely  interpofition  of  pur- 
gative medicines  will  be  the  bed  means  of  avert- 
ing the  acceffion  of  Chorea,  which  is  fo  formi- 
dable, and  which,  on  fome  occadons,  has  been 
found  fo  obdinate  a complaint. 

The  caprice  of  children  will  often  thwart  us, 
and  oblige  us  to  employ  purgatives,  not  becaufe 
they  are  fuch  as  we  would  prefer,  but  becaufe 
they  are  fuch  as  will  be  taken.  I have  in  gene- 
ral ufed  the  purgative  medicines  in  Chorea, 
which  I had  found  ufeful  in  Marafinus. 

• \ V 
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I have  inferted  in  the  Appendix  No.  V,  the 
hiflories  of  fome  cafes  of  Chorea,  which,  vhile 

. A 

they  illuftrate  the  pradice  I have  endeavoured 
to  recommend,  will,  at  the  fame  time,  fliew  the 
manner  in  which  I have  conducted  it. 


* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V, 


ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  PURGA- 
TIVE MEDICINES,  IN  CHLOROSIS. 


The  young  of  either,  but  particularly  of  the 

i 

female  fex,  are  expofed,  about  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, to  a feriesof  fymptoms,  which,  although 
flight  in  the  beginning,  become  by  flow  degrees, 
abundantly  diftrefling  and  fevere.  They  are 
ufhered  in  by  a difagreeable  breath,  or  exhala- 
tion from  the  mouth,  not  unfrequently  of  a fe- 
culent odour  ; by  acid  and  fetid  eructations,  by 
proftration,  and  depravity  of  appetite,  marked 
by  an  averfion  to  ufual  food,  and  a defire  for 
fubflances,  which  are  not  eatable,  fuch  as  chalk, 
cinders,  fand.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  generally 

i 

preceded 
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preceded  bycoftivenefs,  which  prevails  through- 
out the  difeafe.  A roly  complexion  now  gives 
place  to  a pale,  and  fometimes  to  a greenifh, 
and  at  other  times  to  a yellowifh  colour  of  fkin. 
The  lips  and  gums  exchange  their  vermilion 
tint  for  a death-like  palenefs  ; the  eyes  are 
dull,  and  the  inferiour  part  of  their  orbits  is 
puffy,  and  of  a dark  hue  ; the  motions  become 
languid  and  feeble  ; the  pulfe,  which  is  generally 
fmall  and  flow,  is  readily  excited  to  a quick  and 
irregular  beat ; palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  hur- 
ried and  labouring  refpiration  are  brought  on 
by  flight  exertion  ; fyncope  often  occurs  ; head- 
ach,  vertigo,  dulnefs,  and  impaired  memory  and 
judgment  afterwards  fupervene.  To  thefe  fuc- 
ceeds  a peevifh  and  reclufe  turn  of  mind,  which 
makes  the  unhappy  fufferer  fhun  fociety,  and 
court  darknefs  and  folitude. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  flefh  be- 
comes loofe  and  flaccid,  the  urine  is  diminifhed, 
and  the  perfpiration  feems  to  be  checked.  Se- 
rous effufions  into  the  cellular  membrane,  pro- 
duce at  firfl  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities,  and 
afterwards  anafarca.  Languor  and  debility  con- 
tinuing, 
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tinuing,  death,  in  fome  inftances,  clofes  the 
fcene.  In  the  female,  thefe  fymptoms  are  com- 
monly accompanied  with  irregular  or  fufpended 
menftruation.' 

Different  authors  arrange  thefe  fymptoms  in- 
difcriminately,  under  different  names,  Chlorofis, 
Leucophlegmatia,  and  Cachexia ; which  are, 

in  medicine,  therefore,  nearly  fynonymous. 

1 ....  ,s 

Chlorofis  has  attracted  the  notice  of  the  earli- 
efl  medical  writers,  and  various  opinions  re- 
fpecling  its  nature  and  caufes,  have  been  enter- 
tained. 

It  is  not  perhaps  neceffary  at  this  era,  to  con- 
fider  at  length,  the  dodlrines  of  the  humoral  pa- 
thology, which  prevailed  in  phyfic,  from  a 
remote  period,  and  about  which  the  Boerhavian 
fchocl  was  fo  much  occupied.  The  dogmata 
refpecting  fpontaneous  gluten,  the  lentor  and  flu- 
idity of  the  blood,  and  the  alkaline  and  acid 
acrimonies  of  the  fluids,  do  not  now  arreff 
much  attention.  Even  in  the  prefent  improved 
ftate  of  chemiflry,  we  are  little  able  to  afcertain 
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the  nature  of  the  animal  fluids,  either  in  a ftate 
of  health  or  of  difeafe  ; fo  as  to  fay,  in  what  the 
former  confifts  ; or  by  what  deviations  the  latter 
is  introduced. 

Neverthelefs,  to  this  fuppofed  cache&ic  ftate 
of  the  juices,  the  above  mentioned  fymptoms  of 

Chloroiis  have  been  referred  ; and,  to  promote 

* 

a cure,  recourfe  has  been  had  to  diluting,  incraf- 
fating,  and  ftrengthening  medicines,  and  to  rec- 
tifiers of  peculiar  acrimonies. 

Accordingly,  a crude,  multifarious,  and  often 
inert  practice  has  been  adopted  ; little  calculated 
for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  acomplaint,  which  gains 
ftrength  by  delay,  and  which,  in  fome  inftances, 
becomes  quickly  too  formidable  to  be  cured  by 
any  means  that  can  be  devifed. 

When  the  humoral  pathology  funk  in  eftima- 
tion,  other  opinions  arofe,  on  which  the  expla- 
nation of  the  fymptoms  of  Chlorofis,  and  the 
indications  for  its  cure  were  founded. 


As 
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As  Chlorofis  generally  appears  about  the  age 
of  puberty,  and  in  the  female,  either  before, 
or  foon  after  the  firft  flow  of  the  menftrual 
flux,  many  have  fuppofed  the  retention  or  fup- 
preflion  of  the  menfes  to  be  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

This  fuppofition,  however,  is  liable  to  objec- 
tions. We  cannot  afcertain  the  precife  time, 
at  which  the  retention  of  the  menfes  may  be 
confidered  as  a circumftance  connected  with  dif- 
eafe. The  age  of  puberty  is  not  the  fame  in 
every  female  : Chlorofis  may  therefore  exift, 
long  before  the  agency  of  the  menftrual  flux 
can  be  felt  in  the  conflitution. 

Again,  the  retention  of  the  fmall  quantity  of 
blood,  which  ought  to  be  difcharged  monthly, 
cannot  account  for  the  great,  and  often,  for  the 
hidden  change,  from  full  health,  to  the  ex- 
treme weaknefs  both  of  body  and  mind,  which 
fakes  place  in  Chlorofis  ; on  the  contrary,  more 
vigour,  and  a ruddy,  in  place  of  a pale  com- 
plexion, might  have  been  reafonably  expected. 

< 

But 
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But,  oppofed  to  this  theory,  a (till  more  con- 
clufive  argument  is  drawn,  from  the  circum- 
(tance  of  Chlorofis  appearing  occafionally  among 
the  more  feeble,  and  delicate  of  the  male  fex  ; 
for  although  females  are  attacked  more  frequent- 
ly and  more  feverely  with  Chlorofis,  yet  it  is 
not  peculiar  to  them. 

/ 

r 

For  thefe  reafons,  this  doctrine  is  now  gene- 
rally rejected.  Another,  founded  on  the  (tate 
of  the  genital  organs,  occupies  its  place ; it 
comes  from  mod  refpe6table  authority,  and  it 
has  obtained  many  profelytes. 

i 

Dr.  Cullen  thus  exprefies  himfelf  in  para- 
graphs M,  MI,  Mil,  Mill,  of  his  Firfh  Lines  of 
the  Practice  of  Phyfic ; cc  Thefe  fymptoms”, 
namely,  fome  of  thofe  which  I have  enumerat- 
ed above,  and  which  the  Dr.  details,  “ when 
occurring  in  a high  degree,  conflitute  the  Chlo- 
rofis of  authors  ; hardly  ever  appearing  fepa- 
rate  from  the  retention  of  the  menfes ; and 
attending  to  thefe  fymptoms,  the  caufe  of  this 
retention,  may,  I think,  be  perceived. 


r'c  Thefe 
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Thcfe  fymptoms,  manifeftly  fhew  a confi- 
derable  laxity  and  flaccidity  of  the  whole  fyf- 
tern,  and  therefore  give  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
the  retention  of  the  menfes  accompanying  them, 
is  owing  to  a weaker  action  of  the  veflels  of  the 
uterus,  which  therefore  do  not  impel  the  blood 
into  their  extremities,  with  a force  fufficient  to 
open  thefe,  and  pour  out  blood  by  them. 

cc  How  it  happens,  that  at  a certain  period 
of  life,  a flaccidity  of  the  fyftem  arifes  in  young 
women,  not  generally  affected  with  fuchweak- 
nefs  or  laxity,  and  of  which,  but  a little  be- 
fore, they  had  given  no  indication,  may  be  diffi- 
0 

cult  to  explain  ; but  I would  attempt  it  in  this 
way. 

“ As  a certain  flate  of  the  ovaria  in  females 
prepares  and  difpofes  them  to  the  exercife  of 
venery,  about  the  very  period  at  which  the  men- 
fes firfl  appear,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the 
fcate  of  the  ovaria,  and  that  of  the  uterine  vef- 
fels,  are,  in  fome  meafure,  connected  together  ; 
and  as  generally,  fymptoms  of  a change  in  the 
flate  of  the  former  appear  before  thofe  of  the 


latter 


9G 


UTILITY  OF  PURGATIVES 


latter,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  hate  of  the 
ovaria  has  a great  fhare  in  exciting  the  a&ion  of 
the  uterine  veflels,  and  in  producing  the  men- 
flrual  flux.  But  analogous  to  what  happens  in 
the  male  fex,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that,  in  fe- 
males, a certain  hate  of  the  genitals  is  necefla- 
ry  to  give  tone,  and  tenfion  to  the  whole  fyftem; 
and  therefore,  if  the  ftimulus  arifmg  from  the 
genitals  be  wanting,  the  whole  fyftem  may  fall 
into  a torpid  or  flaccid  ftate,  and  thence  the 
Chlorofis  and  retention  of  the  menfes  may  arife. 

cc  It  appears  to  me  therefore,  that  the  reten- 
tion of  the  menfes  k to  be  referred  to  a certain 
ftate  or  affection  of  the  ovaria ; but  what  is 
precifely  the  nature  of  this  affection,  or  what 
are  the  caufes  of  it,  I will  not  pretend  to  ex- 
plain ; nor  can  I explain  in  what  manner  that 
primary  caufe  of  retention  is  to  be  removed.” 

Dr.  Cullen  afterwards  entertained  and  pro- 
mulgated the  opinion,  that  the  retention  of  the 
menfes  always  accompanied  the  fymptoms  of 
Chlorofis. 


in 
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In  the  uncertainty  in  which  Dr.  Cullen  ad- 
mits the  attention  of  the  ovaria,  to  which  he  re- 
fers fufpended  menftruation,  as  well  as  the 
caufes  of  this  affe&ion,  to  be  involved,  he  re- 
commends, in  conducting  the  cure  of  retention 
of  the  menfes,  to  obviate  particular  fymptoms, 
by  reftoring  the  tone  of  the  fyftem  in  general, 
and  by  exciting  the  aCtion  of  the  uterine  veffels 
in  particular  : the  fame  means  being  fubfervi- 
ent  to  the  cure  of  Chlorofis. 

By  this  theory.  Dr.  Cullen  attempts  to  efta- 
blilh,  that  the  retention  of  the  menfes,  and  Chlo- 
rofis, are  coexiftent  difeafes,  appearing  about 
the  age  of  puberty,  and  originating  in  a defec- 
tive communication  of  a due  ftimulus  from  the 

V 

genital  organs,  on  which  the  tone,  and  tenfion 
of  the  whole  fyftem  depend. 

Whilft  I acknowledge  the  great  importance  of 
the  fexual  organs  ; while  I perceive  that  they  in- 
ihience  the  character  and  difpofition  of  the  adult 
of  every  fpecies  of  animals  ; yet  I cannot  help 
thinking,  that  thefe  organs,  and  the  doCtrines  of 
their  functions,  have  had  too  great  a fhare  in 
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our  pathological  reafonings,  and  too  greatweight, 
in  directing  our  conduct  in  the  cure  of  difeafes. 
And  having  experienced  the  uncertainty  of  the 
ufual  means,  which  are  recommended  for  the 
cure  of  Chlorofis,  and  the  utility  of  another 
mode  of  treating  the  complaint,  I was  led,  great- 
ly hefitating,  to  queftion  the  theory  of  the  Cul- 

lenian  fchool  on  this  fubjeft. 

* 

Thealfumption,  that  the  Hate  of  the  ovaria,  and 
that  of  the  uterine  velfels  have  a connexion;  and 
that  the  former  has  a great  ftiare  in  exciting  the 
action  of  the  latter,  and  in  producing  the  men- 
ftrual  flux  ; the  prefumption,  that  a certain  ftate 
of  the  genitals  is  neceflary  to  give  tone,  and  ten- 
fion  to  the  whole  fyflem,  and  that,  if  the  ftimu- 
lus  arifing  from  this  ftate  be  wanting,  the  whole 
fyftem  may  fall  into  a torpid,  or  flaccid  ftate, 
whence  Chlorofis  may  arife,  appear  to  be  mere- 
ly a begging  of  the  queftion,  and  lead  to  no 
certain  conclufion,  as  to  the  nature,  or  caufe  of 
this  ftate  of  the  genitals,  the  fuppofed  prime 
mover  in  the  retention  of  the  menfes,  and  in 
the  introdu&ion  of  Chlorofis  ; or  to  a know- 
ledge of  the  means  of  curing  either. 


The 
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The  partial,  and  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the 
Influence  of  the  genitals,  is  fuppofed,  according 
to  this  theory,  greatly  to  affeft  the  general  fyf* 
tem.  But  there  are  inftances,  where  this  in- 
fluence is  altogether,  and  irretrievably  loft  ; 
and  where  no  difeafe  enfues.  Caftrated,  and 
fpayed  animals  fuffer  certain  changes  of  confti- 
tution,  but  they  retain  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health.  And,  in  our  own  fpecies,  eunuchs,  how- 
ever much  degraded  in  the  eftimation  of  fociety, 
in  confequence  of  their  emafculati.on,  are  nei- 
ther a fliort  lived,  nor  an  unhealthy  fet  of  men. 
Reafoning  from  this  analogy,  I do  not  under- 
hand how  the  influence  of  the  female  genitals 
can  be  fo  great,  as  that  its  partial  fufpenfion 
would  occafion  retention  of  the  menfes,  or  jfhould 
induce  Chlorofis. 

\ t 

Another  theory  has  been  broached  on  this 

fubjeft,  which  it  elucidates  by  a reference  to 
fexual  defire.  Infinuations,  injurious  to  the  pu- 
rity of  mind,  and  offenfive  to  the  modefty  of  the 
fair  fufterers,  have  been  thrown  out.  The  medi- 
cal moralift  talks  of  the  Chlorofis  amatoria,  and 

o 2 follows 
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follows  up  his  notion,  with  appofite  counfeL 
Into  what  contradi&ions,  do  the  refinements  of 
dogmatifm  lead  us  ? Can  paflion  exift,  when 
the  organs  which  roufe  it  have  not  as  yet  been 
evolved  into  a&ion  ; or,  if  evolved  have  been 
afterwards  rendered  effete  by  difeafe  ? 

I could  not  avoid  entering  upon  thefe  difcufh- 
ons,  which  I have  conduced  with  all  brevity  ; I 
thought  it  was  necelfary  to  fhew,  that  the  doc- 
trines on  the  fubjefl  of  Chlorofis,  are  neither  fo 
clear  nor  fo  well  founded,  as  to  warrant  the  con- 
clufions,  which  follow  neceffarily  from  them. 
In  this  manner,  I prepare  the  reader  for  the 
candid  confideration  of  what  I have  to  propofe ; 
a candour  perhaps  not  the  lefs  wanted  on  this 
account,  that  my  opinion  of  the  difeafe  may  ap- 
pear  at  firfl  fight  too  fimple  ; and  my  pra&ice 
too  little  adorned  with  the  fhow  of  varied  pre- 
fcription. 

It  would  have  been  fortunate,  if  medical . en- 
quirers had  always  followed  the  progrefs  of 
difeafes,  ftep  by  flep,  and  viewed  them  as  a 
whole,  from  the  firfl  deviation  from  health,  to 

their 
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their  termination.  A contrary  procedure  has 
often  betrayed  us  into  confufion  and  error.  It 
is  not  the  febrile  Hate,  that  arifes  in  Marafmus  ; 
it  is  not  the  involuntary  convulfive  motions,  that 
appear  in  Chorea,  that  conftitute  either  difeafe. 
Thefe  are  only  fingle  features,  but  being  pro- 
minent ones,  they  have  abforbed  the  attention 
of  pra&itioners  ; while  the  interrupted  action 
of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  the  conftipated 
Hate  of  the  latter,  the  common  origin  of  both 
difeafes,  and  the  fupporter  of  their  various 
fymptoms,  have  been  almofl  altogether  over- 
looked. 

In  like  manner,  in  Chlorofis,  the  do&rine  of 
the  cacochymia  of  the  juices,  and  that  of  the  pe- 
culiar Hate  of  the  genitals  affecting  the  whole 
fyftem  with  flaccidity  and  laxity,  are  evidently 
founded  on  the  appearances,  which  the  difeafe 
exhibits,  when  it  is  fully  formed  ; and  from 
which  appearances  alfo,  it  has  its  name  ; when, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  hiftory  of  its  incipient 
ftate  has  been  little  regarded. 

g 3 
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The  flighted  attention  to  the  general  hiflory 
of  the  difeafe  evinces,  that  coftivenefs  precedes* 
and  accompanies  the  other  fymptoms.  Cod 
tivenefs  induces  the  feculent  odour  of  the 
breath,  difordered  domach,  depraved  appetite, 
and  impaired  digedion.  Thefe  preclude  a fuf- 
ficient  fupply  of  nourifhment,  at  a period  of 
growth,  when  it  is  mod  wanted  : hence  pale- 
nefs,  laxity,  dacciditv,  the  nervous  fymptoms, 
wading  of  the  mufcular  flelh,  languor,  debility, 
the  retention  of  the  menfes,  and  fufpenfion  of 
other  excretions,  ferous  effufions,  dropfv,  and 

i. 

death. 

This  view  of  Chlorofis  explains  fome  circum- 
dances  conne&ed  with  it.  The  feeble  and  deli- 
cate of  either  fex,  in  whom  the  languid  a&ion  of 
the  bowels  readily  gives  place  to  codivenefs,  are 

more  expofed  to  Chlorofis,  than  the  robud.  Fe- 

/ . 

males  are,  in  general,  more  delicate,  and,  in  cer- 
tain ranks  of  life,  are  more  fedentary,  than 
males;  hence  codivenefs,  and  Chlorofis  are  more 
common  with  the  former,  than  with  the  latter. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  alvine  evacuation  is 
periodical,  and  fubje&ed  to  the  power  of  habit; 

if 
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if  the  regular  call  is  not  obeyed,  the  neceflity 
for  the  evacuation  pafTes  away  ; and  the  call  be- 
ing again  and  again  negle&ed,  habitual  coftive- 
nefs  is  the  confequence.  Hence,  from  the  feel- 
ings of  the  fex,  and  frequently  from  the  want 
of  proper  opportunities,  coftivenefs,  and  its  at- 
tendant Chlorofis,  are  more  prevalent  among 
girls,  than  among  boys.  Again,  the  greater 
capacity  of  the  female  pelvis  gives  more  room, 
for  that  part  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  which  is 
contained  within  it,  to  dilate,  and,  of  courfe,  tp 
admit  of  greater  accumulation  of  feculent  mat- 
ter, which,  ip  proportion  to  its  remora,  becomes 
more,  and  more  abundant,  and  more  impacted. 
Hence  coftivenefs  is  more  obftinate,  and  Chlo- 
rofis, and  other  difeafes  originating  in  coftive- 
nefs, are  more  fevere,  and  are  of  more  difficult 
cure,  in  the  female,  than  in  the  male. 

Imprefled  with  thefe  confiderations,  and  with 
a previous  favourable  opinion  of  the  utility  of 
purgative  medicines,  in  other  complaints,  I,  ma- 
ny years  ago,  adopted  the  ufe  of  them  in 
Chlorofis.  I expected,  by  obviating  coftivenefs, 
to  remove  the  ftomachic  fymptoms,  and,  of 

g 4 courfe, 
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courfe,  others  that  depended  upon  them.  I pur- 
fued  this  pra&ice  with  the  greater  readinefs,  be- 
caufe  I had  experienced,  on  many  occafions,  the 
uncertain,  and  protracted  cure  of  Chlorofis,  by 
the  remedies  in  common  ufe. 

Scarcely  had  I begun  the  exhibition  of  pur- 
gative medicines  in  Chlorofis,  when  I had  the 
fatisfaction  to  find  that  the  opinion,  which  I had 
formed  of  them,  was  well  founded,  and  that 
they  proved  at  once  fafe,  and  quickly  falutary. 

As  Chlorofis  proceeds  by  flow  degrees,  from 
its  commencement,  to  its  confirmed  ftate ; fo 
I found,  according  to  the  progrefs  which  it 
had  made,  that  the  bowels  were  more  or  lefs 
eafily  moved.  I therefore  varied  the  flrength 
of  the  purgative  medicines,  which  I employed, 
as  well  as  the  frequency  of  their  repetition,  as 
this  circumftance  feemed  to  require.  The  un- 
loading the  conflipated  bowels  is  the  objeCt 
to  be  obtained  here,  as  it  is  in  Chorea  SanCti 
Viti ; and  the  means,  by  which  it  is  obtained, 
are  the  fame  in  both  difeafes. 


i 
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As  in  Chorea,  fo  in  Chlorofis,  the  quantity  of 
feculent  matter  accumulated  is  often  very  great ; 
and  the  movement  of  it,  a talk  of  no  fmall  dif- 
ficulty. 

Of  courfe,  the  fame  attention,  and  afliduity 
in  the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines,  which 
I have  pointed  out  to  be  fo  necelTary  in  Chorea, 
are  equally  demanded  in  Chlorofis.  The  prac- 
titioner, who  is  not  aware  of  this,  and  who, 
yielding  to  the  importunity  of  his  patients,  or  to 
the  caprice  of  their  relations,  does  not  fteadily 
purfue  this  plan  of  cure,  will  be  difappointed,  his 
abilities  will  be  called  in  queftion,  and  his  prac- 
tice vilified  and  neglected? 

After  the  due  evacuation  of  the  inteflinal  ca- 
nal, recovery  may  be  promoted  by  the  interpo- 
fition  of  tonic  medicines.  If  fuch,  however, 
abate  appetite,  and  induce  ficknefs,  they  will  be 
of  doubtful  efficacy.  In  this  cafe,  the  patient 
may  be  directed  to  trufl  to  the  ufe  of  nourifh- 
ing  food  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  to  frequent  ex- 
pofure  to  the  open  air,  when  the  weather  is  good. 


i 
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After  all,  I am  not  fingular  in  this  pra&ice. 
The  favourers  of  the  humoral  pathology  have 
recommended  a gentle  purge,  at  intervals,  to 
carry  off  whatever  loads  the  inteffines.  Others 
advife  the  fame  practice,  that  the  ftimulus  excit- 
ed by  the  purgative  may  be  communicated  to  the 
veffels  of  the  uterus,  which  have  connexion  with 
thofe  of  the  return.  But  as  the  objects,  in  thefe 
inftances,  were  only  fecondary,  the  direft  good 
effects  of  purgative  medicines  feem  not  to  have 
been  underftood,  or  to  have  been  loft  in  other 
views,  directing  other  treatment. 


In  concluding  this  fubject,  I inuft  obferve, 
how  much  it  behoves  thofe,  who  have  the  charge 
of  young  people,  particularly  of  the  female  fex, 
to  imprefs  them  with  the  propriety,  nay,  with 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  attention  to  the  regular 
ftate  of  the  bowels ; and  to  put  it  in  their 
power,  by  the  ufe  of  proper  means,  to  guard 
againft  conftipation ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
watch  over  them,  left,  through  indolence,  they 
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oegle£t  a circumftance,  which  promoting,  in 
the  gay  feafon  of  youth,  the  enjoyment  of 
health  and  happinefs,  oppofes  a fure  barrier 
againd  the  inroads  of  Chlorofis,  always  a diftref- 
fing,  and  fometimes  a fatal  complaint. 

> 

I cannot  adduce  inftances  of  Chlorofis  treated 
by  the  ufe  of  purgative  medicines.  This  dif- 
eafe  is  not  frequent  among  that  clafs  of  fociety, 
who  feek  a refuge  in  a public  hofpital ; while 

my  notes  of  private  cafes,  although  Sufficient  for 

• 

my  ow n purpofe,  are  too  imperfect  to  afford  ma- 
terials for  authentic  hi  (lories  fitted  for  public  in- 
spection. 
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ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  PURGA- 
TIVE MEDICINES  IN  VOMITING  OF  BLOOD. 


Vomiting  of  blood  is  an  alarming,  and  often  a 
diftrefsful  difeafe ; but,  having  been  generally 
confidered  as  fymptomatic  of  other  affe&ions,  it 
has  not  found  a place  in  any  regular  fyftem  of 
phyfic. 

I do  not  propofe  to  attempt  a general  hiftory 
of  Haematemefis.  But  there  is  one  variety  of 
it,  which  attacks  females,  who  are  from  eighteen 
to  thirty  years  of  age  ; and  it  rarely  appears 
fooner,  or  later  than  thefe  periods,  which  I fhall 
endeavour  to  illuftrate. 


As 
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As  I confine  my  attention  to  this  variety,  the 
obfervations  which  I am  about  to  make,  will  not 
apply  to  Hasmatemefis,  which  originates  in  or- 
ganic afleCtion  of  the  ftomach,  and  vifcera  con- 
nected with  it,  either  a conftitutional  difeafe,  or 

the  confequence  of  previous  irregularities,  and 

/ 

intemperance.  I have  feen  feveral  inftances  of 
this  vomiting  of  blood,  the  cure  of  which  is 
doubtful  in  the  extreme,  and  difficult. 

The  attack  of  the  hasmorrhagy,  of  which  I 
am  to  fpeak,  is  preceded  by  great  langour,  and 
oppreffion,  both  about  the  cheft,  and  the  prae- 
cordia ; and  by  a fenfe  of  fulnefs  of  the  pros- 
cordia,  by  cough,  dyfpnoea,  and  fometimes  by 

r , . r ' 

pain  of  bread:  ; by  lofs  of  appetite,  headachy 
vertigo,  and  difturbed  deep.  The  eye  is  dull, 
the  countenance  is  expreffive  of  much  diffrefs, 
the  pulfe  is  feeble,  and  the  bowels  are  confti- 
pated. 

In  this  ftate  of  impaired  health,  a particular 
fit  of  ficknefs  and  naufea  is  the  immediate  fore- 
runner of  the  attack  of  the  vomiting  of  blood. 
The  blood  vomited  is  fometimes  florid,  and,  at 

other 
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other  times,  black,  and  grumous.  The  quantity 
of  blood  brought  up  at  one  time,  varies  from  a 
few  ounces,  to  the  quantity  of  a pound  or  more. 
The  diftrefting  fymptoms  are  relieved  by  this 
difcharge  of  blood  ; but  are  again  aggravated, 
previoufly  to  the  return  of  a fimilar  attack. 

This  difeafe,  under  the  ufual  management, 
is  of  uncertain  duration,  and  unequal  feve- 
rity. 

The  time  of  life,  at  which  this  Hasmatemefis 
takes  place,  and  the  circumftance  of  being  pecu- 
liar to  the  female  fex,  have  induced  practition- 
ers to  imagine,  that  it  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  menftrual  flux  ; the  fuppreflion  of 
which  has  been  generally  confidered  as  the  foie 
£ aufe  of  the  difeafe.  It  has  been  faid  to  be  a 
hasmorrhagy,  vicarious  of  the  menfes. 

The  high  importance  of  the  uterine  fyftem 
in  the  animal  ceconomy  cannot  be  doubted  ; 
but  the  functions  of  this  fyftem  are  veiled  in 
deep  obfcurity,  and  will  not,  perhaps,  be  at  any 
time  clearly  underftood.  They  have  occupied 

much. 
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much  of  the  attention  of  the  fpeeulative  en- 
quirer ; and  ingenuity  has  been  taxed,  to  invent 
theories  in  explanation  of  them,  and  of  their  in- 
fluence, in  health,  and  in  difeafe. 

The  menffrual  flux,  the  moft  obvious  of  the 
uterine  phenomena,  has  afforded  a wide  field  for 
difcuflion.  It  is  interwoven  with  the  opinions  we 
entertain  of  almoff  every  difeafe,  to  which  the 
female  fex  is  expofed.  Its  overflow,  or  its  fup- 
preflion,  are  the  ready  expounders  of  many 
fymptoms ; and  the  fruitful,  though  perhaps 
imaginary  fource  of  many  difeafes.  This  flux  is 
a conftant  object  of  attention  to  females,  who 
are,  in  general,  well  fchooled,  as  to  the  im- 
portance, and  neceflity  of  it. 

Thefe  theories  of  the  fchools,  and  thefe  early 
impreflions  on  the  female  mind,  give  a confe- 
quence  to  this  fubject,  and  force  it  upon  the  no- 
tice of  the  medical  practitioner,  who  muff  fub- 
fcribe  to  the  general  opinions  refpecting  the 
menfes,  and  feem  to  adopt  them,  although  he 
may  queftion,  in  fome  refpects,  the  foundation 
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on  which  it  reds,  and  the  conclufions  to  which 
it  leads. 

Too  curious  a refearch  into  the  arcana  of  na- 
ture is  nugatory.  Thefe,  doubtlefs  for  wife 
reafons,  feem  to  be  placed  beyond  the  ken  of 
mankind.  "When,  therefore,  we  adopt  the  views 
and  language  of  the  fchools,  on  points  merely 
theoretical,  and  deduce  practical  conclufions 
from  them,  it  is  probable  we  may  err.  I,  for 
one,  am  inclined  to  think,  that  too  much  has 
been  imputed  to  the  influence  of  the  menfes,  in 
circumftances  of  difeafe.  In  explaining  thefe 
circumftances,  we  feem  to  have  reafoned  too 
much  on  a fubject,  that  is  but  little  underftood. 

The  interruption  of  the  evacuation  of  the  men- 
fes frequently  takes  place  for  a length  of  time, 
without  prejudice  to  the  health.  May  not  this* 
therefore,  beoftenerthefymptom,  or  confequence, 
than  the  caufe  of  difeafe  ? It  is  not  uncommon 
for  females  to  complain,  about  the  ufual  period 
. of  menflruation  ; and  if  the  menfes  do  not  ap- 
pear, the  previous  ailment  is  haftily  attributed 
to  this  circumftance.  But  it  may,  with  equal 
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reafon,  and  with  equal  probability,  be  faid  to 
have  been  the  caufe  of  the  fuppreflion. 

• i 

If  thefe  things  be  fo,  we  cannot  but  regret 
theoretical  difquifitions,  which  have,  in  other  Al- 
liances, as  well  as  in  the  prefent  one,  led  us  to 
an  attempt  of  difficult  accomplifhment,  and  of 
uncertain  iffue, — the  refloration  of  fuppreffed 
menftruation ; while  a different  pra&ice,  more 
certain,  and  more  ufeful,  and  founded  on  dif- 
ferent views  of  the  cafe,  has  been  either  never 
devifed,  or  has  been  entirely  negleCted. 

I feel  myself  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  thefe 
reflections  ; becaufe,  in  the  cafe  now  before  us, 
the  caufe  affumed,  to  account  for  vomiting  of 
blood,  proceeds  upon  limited,  or  miftaken  in- 
formation. Sufpended  menftruation  is  not  a 
neceffary  concomitant  of  hsematemefis,  which 
appears  when  the  menfes  are  regular.  I do  not 
know  in  what  proportion  of  inftances  this  is  the 
cafe  ; but  if  it  is  so  in  one  inftance,  this  one  in- 
ftance  overturns  the  theory,  does  away  the  vi- 
carious nature  of  hsematemefis,  and  gives  it  a 
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place,  where  I conceive  it  ought  to  have  one, 
among  idiopathic  difeafes. 

About  ten  years  ago,  Dr.  Galking,  ot  Ply- 
mouth, palfed  a feafon  in  Edinburgh. — I had 
the  pleafure  to  be  acquainted  with  him,  and  I 
cultivated  his  friendlhip.  At  this  time  I had 
afcertained  the  efficacy  of  purgative  medicines 
in  the  difeafes  of  which  I have  treated  : I con- 
vened with  Dr.  Galking  freely  on  thefe  fub- 
jects,  communicating  the  obfervations  I had 
made. 

Dr.  Galking  frequently  walked  the  Hofpital 
with  me.  He  obferved  a patient  labouring  un- 
der vomiting  of  blood,  whom  I had  been  treat- 
ing in  the  ulual  routine,  with  cooling  acidulous 
medicines,  and  with  different  emenagogues,  to 
no  good  purpofe.  He  requefted  me  to  open 
her  bowels  with  calomel ; he  fpoke  with  the 
decifion  which  experience  gives,  and  I followed 
his  advice, 

This  patient  was  from  the  country ; of  a ro- 
buff  make,  and  hale  conllitution.  She  was 

about 
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about  twenty  years  of  age.  The  alvine  evacua- 
tion, procured  on  the  exhibition  of  the  purga- 
tive, was  copious,  and  of  unnatural  appearance. 
She  obtained  immediate  relief ; vomiting  of 
blood  did  not  recur  ; and  a few  more  purga- 
tives eftablifhed  her  recovery.  She  left  the 
Hofpital,  ftrongly  enjoined  to  preferve  a regular 
ftate  of  her  belly, — means  for  this  purpofe  be- 
ing furnilhed  to  her. 

In  three  or  four  months,  this  patient  return- 
ed, labouring  under  conflipation,  and  a recur- 
rence of  the  vomiting  of  blood.  The  conftipa- 
tion  was  again  removed,  by  means  of  calomel, 
and  a great  load  of  indurated,  and  fetid  feces 
was  brought  off.  In  a fhort  time  fhe  left  the 
Hofpital,  again  cured,  and  again  admonifhed  to 
be  more  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  her  bowels. 

This  inftructive  leffon  was  not  loft  upon  me  ; 
it  taught  me,  that  the  vomiting  of  blood  of 
which  I fpeak,  depends  upon  conflipation  of  the 
belly,  a circumftance  which  I had  not  before 
fufpected. 
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I have  followed  the  practice  which  this  cafe 
fuggefted,  in  the  inftances  of  the  ailment  which 
I have  fince  met  with ; and  my  succefs  has  been 
fo  uniform,  that  I now  lay  it  down  -as  a certain 
pofition,  that  the  proper  exhibition  of  purgative 
medicines  affords  fure,  and  effectual  means  of 
removing  hasmatemefis,  the  fubjeCt  of  this  chap- 
ter. 

<• 

The  purgatives,  which  I have  ufed  in  thefe 
cafes,  have  never  excited  vomiting ; and,  what 
may  be  thought  fmgular,  I have  never  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  prefence  of  blood  in  the 

feces. 

As  the  ftrength  of  patients  labouring  under 
this  vomiting  of  blood  is  generally  pretty  entire, 
we  need  not  dread  full  purging  ; but  this  effect 
is  not  wanted  ; if  we  unload  the  bowels,  we 
accomplifh  the  cure. 

The  feces  which  are  brought  off  are  copious, 
unnatural  in  colour,  confiftence,  and  fmell,  as 
they  generally  are  after  long  remora,  the  con- 
fcquence  of  obffinate,  and  protracted  coftivenefs. 

fequence 
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The  different  circumftances,  which  not  only 
expofe  women  to  coflivenefs  more  readily  than 
men,  but,  when  it  does  occur,  to  a more  obfti- 
nate  kind  of  it,  as  already  noticed,  may  ex- 
plain, why  they  are  exclufively  the  fubjedls  of 
this  difeafe  : — A confideration,  which  affords  me 
a ftrong  additional  argument,  for  inculcating 
the  moft  fedulous  atention  to  the  careful  fup- 
port  of  a regularly  a&ing  flate  of  the  bowels  ; 
the  only  fecurity  againft  coflivenefs,  that  bane 
of  health,  and  fource  of  manifold  diflrefs. 

In  conducing  the  cure  of  vomiting  of  blood, 
I have  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  ufe  of  calo- 
mel alone  ; I have  occafionally  fubflituted  other 
purgative  medicines,  as  will  be  inftrudled  by  the 
cafes  inferted  in  the  Appendix,  NO.  VII.  In 
which  Number,  I infert  alfo  a letter  addreffed 
to  me,  from  Mr.  James  Law,  one  of  the  fur- 
geons  of  the  Infirmary,  and  furgeon  to  the 
Bridewell  of  Edinburgh.  This  communication 
from  fo  refpedlable  a quarter,  will,  in  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  corroborate  my  pra&ice  in  hsemate* 
mefis. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  SOME  CHRONIC 
DISEASES,  AND  IN  HYSTERIA. 

I have  not  afcertained  in  how  many  various 
difeafes  purgative  medicines  may  be  employed 
with  advantage  ; but  I believe  the  range  of  their 
utility  is  greater,  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

I formerly  remarked,  that,  in  mature  age,  and 
in  the  decline  of  life,  morbid  fymptoms,  which 
are  attributed  to  previous  irregularities,  to  idio- 
fyncracy,  to  hereditary  difpofition,  and  to  ap- 
proaching old  age,  frequently  arife  from  confti- 
pation  of  the  bowels,  or  are  nearly  connected 

with 
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with  it.  Thefe  fymptoms  generally  conftitute 
chronic  difeafes,  which  are  known  under  diffe- 
rent names,  and  for  the  cure  of  which,  the  ufe 
of  mineral  waters  is  frequently  recommended. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  advice,  the  neceffa- 
ry  change  of  fcene  and  of  air  that  takes  place, 
the  exercife  of  the  body,  the  abftraftion  of  the 
mind  from  the  cares  attendant  on  bufmefs,  the 
interruption  of 'an  uniform  train  of  thought  and 
attention,  and  the  efcape,  on  fome  occafions, 
from  ennui,  are  circumflances,  which  doubt- 
lefs,  co-operate  with  the  beneficial  effects  of  the 
mineral  waters. 

Thefe  waters  appear  to  be  ufeful  in  fevera} 
difeafes,  nearly  in  proportion  to  their  purgative 
quality ; by  means  of  which,  regularity  of  the 
obflrucled  bowels  is  reftored,  and  a competent 
fhare  of  health  is  eflablifhed. 

I have  been  difpofed  to  think,  that  people,  in 
fimilar  circumflances  of  difeafe,  but  whom  bu- 
finefs,  or  whom  pecuniary  confiderations  detain 
at  home,  reap  benefit  from  purgative  medicines, 
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nearly,  if  not  altogether,  equal  to  that  which 
purgative  mineral  waters  impart.  In  confirma- 
tion of  this  opinion,  I give  a few  cafes  from  the 
records  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  ; they  will  be 

.found  in  the  eighth  number  of  the  Appendix. 

\ 

In  the  fame  number,  and  taken  from  the  fame 
records,  I infert  two  cafes  of  Hyfteria ; I have 
turned  my  thoughts  for  fome  time  paft,  to  the 
adminiftration  of  purgative  medicines,  in  this 
difeafe. 

At  prefent,  I am  not  prepared  to  give  my  fen- 
timents  at  large,  on  thefe  fubje£ts.  But  I anti- 
cipate much  gratification  in  profecuting  this  field 
of  enquiry,  and  in  collecting  ufeful  facts  ; con- 
vinced, that,  in  the  refult,  I (hall  find  am  plere- 
ward  for  the  trouble  I may  take  ; and  I may, 
perhaps,  offer  a future  publication,  on  the  utili- 
ty of  purgative  medicines ; but  my  profeffi- 
nal  avocations  do  not  permit  me  to  come  un- 
der a pofitive  obligation  to  do  fo. 
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I have  thus  endeavoured  to  accomplish  what 
I propofed,  by  showing  that  purgative  medi- 
cines may  be  used  more  freely  than  has  been 
commonly  imagined ; and  ufed,  not  only  with 
Safety,  but  with  evident,  and  decided  advan- 
tage. 

Here  I muft  again  folicit  the  reader’s  at- 
tention to  two  circumftances  of  great  import- 
ance, in  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  by  the  ufe  of 
purgative  medicines.  The  firft  is,  the  regular 
and  accurate  examination  of  every  alvine  eva- 
cuation. The  fecond  is,  the  fteady  exhibition 
of  the  purgative  medicine,  fo  as  to  procure  daily 
its  full  effect,  during  the  continuance  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  for  which  it  is  given. 

By  the  infpection,  we  afcertain  the  nature  of 
the  alvine  difcharge  ; a knowledge  of  which, 
together  with  a few  other  circumftances,  enables 

us 
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us  to  form  a probable  conjecture,  with  regard  to 
the  duration  of  the  ailment,  regulates  the 
drength  of  each  dofe  of  the  purgative,  and 
determines  the  frequency  of  the  repetition  of  it. 
Without  this  infpection,  we  will  be  conflantly 
deceived,  through  the  ignorance  or  inattention 
of  our  patients,  or  of  their  attendants. 

By  the  fecond  circumdance,  the  fceady  exhi- 
bition of  the  purgative  medicines,  we  enfure  the 

fuccefs  of  the  practice,  in  the  difeafes  under  con- 
fideration.  The  puny  and  debilitated  date  of 
the  fufferer  may,  on  fome  occafions,  excite  alarm 
even  in  the  bread  of  the  practitioner  ; and  the 
caprice  of  his  patient,  and  the  whims  of  rela- 
tives, may  throw  obftacles  in  his  way.  But 
thefe  he  mud  difregard ; for  unlefs  he  can  fup- 
prefs  his  own  improper  feelings,  and  overcome 
the  unreafonable  objections  of  others,  he  had 
better  not  adopt  meafures,  which,  to  prove  fuc- 
cefsful,  mud  be  conducted  with  decifion  and 
bnnnefs.  A contrary  conduct  will  not  avail  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  allured ly  ter- 
minate in  the  vexation  of  the  practitioner,  the 
difappointment  of  the  patient  and  relatives,  and 
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the  difcredit  of  that  practice,  which,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  utility,  it  has  been  my  wifh  and 
ft ud)'-  to  recommend. 


If  fome  of  the  difeafes  of  which  I have  treat- 
ed be  cured,  almofl  folely  by  the  operation  of 
purgatives ; and  if  this  cure  be  effected  more  or 
lefs  fpeedily,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time, 

that  conftipation,  and  the  changed  nature  of  the 
feces  have  fubfifted  ; I am  perfuaded,  that,  by 
preferring  at  all  times  the  regular  alvine  evacu 
ation,  we  will  prevent  the  formation  of  thofe 
difeafes  altogether.  If  thefe  expectations  be 
not  too  fanguine,  it  is  likely,  that,  by  thefe 
means,  the  Marafmus  and  Hasmatemefis  of 
which  I have  fpoken,  and  Chorea,  and  Chloro- 
fis,  will  rarely,  if  ever,  appear.  In  my  opinion, 

therefore,  it  would  be  a matter  of  public  utility, 
to  have  thefe  obfervations  diffufed  widely  among 
all  ranks,  and  defcriptions  of  people.  But  I 
leave  whatever  is  interfperfed  on  this  fubject 
through  the  foregoing  pages,  to  be  conveyed  to 
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mothers,  nurfes,  and  other  protestors  of  chil- 
dren and  young  people,  through  the  medium  of 
their  medical  advifers,  who  will  recollect,  that 
our  paramount  duty  is,  to  prevent  difeafes  ; 
and,  if  that  objeSt  be  unattainable,  our  next 
duty  is,  to  remove  unavoidable  pain  and  fick- 
nefs. 

To  conclude,  the  reader  mull:  have  obferved 

the  ufeful  effects  of  purgative  medicines,  in 
difeafes  apparently  different,  and  incident  to 

people  at  various  periods  of  life.  The  faSts 
are  undeniable,  and  ferve  to  prove  the  extent, 
and  importance  of  the  fubjeSt ; but  of  thefe  I 
do  not  feel  it  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  give 
any  explanation  at  prefent,  as  fuch  an  attempt 
feems  to  be  premature. 

I am  fatisfied  to  have  eflablifhed  certain  lead- 
ing facts,  and  to  have  opened  views,  which,  if 
properly  profecuted,  muff  give  an  opportunity 
to  collect  many  more,  and  to  extend  Our  know- 
ledge re'fpeSting  the  operation  of  purgatives.  It 

will  then  be  time  to  generalize  the  facts,  and  to 
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form  a fyftem  of  medical  doctrines  at  once  clear 
and  comprehenfive,  and  to  deduce  practical 
precepts,  ufeful  in  proportion,  as  they  will  be 
fimple  and  precife.  When  thefe  predictions  are 
fulfilled,  we  may  hope  to  fee  banifhed,  from  the 
fchools  of  medicine,  all  deceptive  reafoning, 

i 

however  ingenious,  and,  from  the  practice  of  the 
healing  art,  a multifarious  prescription  of  inert, 
and  naufeous  medicines. 
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The  fluctuating  ftate  of  the  nomenclature  of 
the  materia  medica,  and  of  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations, will  explain  why  feveral  old  names 
and  titles  of  both,  are  found  in  the  more  early 
cafes,  contained  in  this  Appendix.  And  indeed, 
fuch  occafionally  appear  in  more  recent  cafes  ; 
the  force  of  habit,  and  the  dread  of  com- 
mitting miftakes  while  my  attention  is  occupied 
by  the  variety  of  Hofpital  bufinefs,  have  occafi- 
oned  this  deviation  from  the  punctilious  forma- 
lity of  prefcription. 

*"  \ **  — ‘ * v * 

On  thefe  accounts,  and  confulting  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  reader,  I infert  in  thisnum- 
ber  of  the  Appendix,  tables  of  reference,  from 

the 
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the  older  to  the  newer,  and  from  the  newer  to 
the  older  names,  of  fuch  medicines,  as  are  men- 
tioned in  the  following  cafes. 

The 'reader  will  alfo  find  another  table,  which 
comprehends  the  formulas  of  the  compounded 
medicines  which  are  preferibed  in  the  fame  cafes, 
and  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary.  As  this  Pharmacopoeia  is 
not  in  every  one’s  hands  ; this  table  becomes 
the  more  neceffary. 

Tabulae  quas  defignant  nomenclaturam  novam 
medicaminum,  quas  reperiuntur  in  hocce  li- 
bello. 


Tabula  prima  exponit  medicaminum  titulos 

ores  et  pofleriores. 


pn- 


TITULI  PRIORES. 

Alkali  fixum  vegetable  pu 
rificatum 

Ammonia  preparata 
Antimonium  tartarifatum 

Afafcetida 

Bolus  jalapae  cum  mercurio 
Chryftalli  tartari 
Cornu  cervi 
Cremor  tartari 


TITULI  POSTERIORES. 

Carbonas  potaflae. 

Carbonas  Ammoniae. 
Tartaris  antimonii. 

1 Gummi  refina  ferulae  affae  fae- 
j tidae. 

Bolus  jalapae  compofitus. 
Supertartaris  potaflae. 
Carbonas  ammoniac. 

* Supertartris  potaflae. 

Ext  rail  um 
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TJTUU  PRIORES. 

f 

Extra&um  cathartic um  - 
Extra&um  colocynthidis 
compofitum 
Olycirrhiza 

Hydrargyrus  precipitatus 
cinereus 
J alapa 
Laudanum 
Limon 

Lixiva  purificata 
Lixivium  caufticum 
Magnefia  alba 
Magnefia  uifa 
Magnefia  vitriolata 

Mercurius  cinereus 

Pimenta 
Potio  cretacea 
Sal  catharticus  amarus 
Sal  Glauberi 
Sal  rupellenfis 
Senna  - 
Soda  phofphorata 
Soda  tartarizata 
Soda  vitriolata 
Spiritus  Mindereri 

Squamae  ferri  purificatae 

Tartarus  emeticus. 
Tartarum  vitriolatum. 
Tinftura  jalapae 
Tinftura  Thebaica 


TITULI  POSTERIORES. 


/ . * ^ 

Pilulas  aloes  cum  colocynthi- 

de. 


Glycirrhiza  glabra. 

Oxydum  hydrargyri  cine- 
reum. 

Convolvulus  Jalapa. 
Tin&ura  opii. 

Citrus  medica. 

Carbonas  potaffae. 

Aqua  potaffae. 

Carbonas  magnefiae. 
Magnefia. 

Sulphas  magnefiae. 

Oxydum  Hydrargyri  cinere- 
um. 


Myrtus  pimenta. 

Potio  carbonatis  calcis. 
Sulphas  magnefiae. 

- Sulphas  fodae. 

- Tartris  fodae  et  potaffae. 
Caffia  fenna. 

Phofphas  fodae. 

- Tartris  fodae  et  potaffae. 
Sulphas  fodae. 

Aqua  acetitis  ammoniae. 

JOxidum  ferri  nigrum  purifi 
catum. 

- Tartris  antimonii. 

Sulphas  potaffae. 

Tin&ura  coi  volvuli  jalapae. 
- Tindtura  Opii. 
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Tabula  fecunda  exponit  medicaminum  tituios 
pofteriores,  et  priores. 


TITULI  FOSTERIORES. 

Aqua  acetitis  ammonise 

Aqua  potaflae 

Bolus  jalapae  compofitus 

\ 

Carbonas  potaflae 

Carbonas  magnefiae 
Cafiia  fenna 
Citrus  medica 
Convolvulus  jalapa 
Glycirrhiza  glabra 
Gummi  refina  ferulae  aflae 
faetidas 

Myrtus  pimenta 
Oxydum  ferri  nigrum  purifi 
catum 

Oxydum  bydrargyri  cinere- 
urn  - 

Phofpbas  fodae 

Pilulae  aloes  cum  colocyn- 
thide 

Potio  carbonatis  calcis  - 
Sulphas  magnefiae 
Sulphas  potaflae 

Sulphas  fodae 

Supertartris  potaflae 

Tartris  antimonii 

Tartris  fodae  et  potaflae 
Tinftura  convolvuli  jalapae 
Tin&ura  opii  - 


TITULI  PRIORES. 

- Spiritus  Mindereri. 

Lixivium  caufticum. 

» Bolus  jalapae,  cum  mercurio. 
f Lixiva  puriflcata. 

- < Alkali  fixum  vegetabile  pu- 
£ rificatum. 

• Magnefia  alba. 

• Senna. 

- Limon. 

- Jalapa. 

- Glycirrhiza. 

^ Aflafaetida. 


Pimenta. 

Squamae  ferri  purifleatae. 


1 , 

f Mercunus  cinereus. 

< Hydrargyrus  praecipitatus 
(.  cinereus. 

■ Soda  phofphorata. 

T Extra&um  catharticum. 

V Extra&um  colocynthidis 
j compofitum. 

Potio  cretacea. 

Sal  catharticus  amarus. 

• Tartarum  vitriolatum. 
f Sal  Glauberi. 

^Soda  vitriolata. 

T Cryflalli  tartari. 

|_Cremor  tartari. 

C Antimonium  tartarifatum. 
£ Tartarus  emeticus. 
y Sal  rupellenfis. 

^ Soda  tartarifata. 

Tin&ura  jalapae. 
f Laudanum. 

' |_Tin£tura  thebaica. 
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Tabula,  qua  innotefcunt  formulas  medicami- 
num  compofitorum,  quorum  mentio  fit,  in 
hifce  paginis,  et  quae  Pharmacopoeiae  Nofo- 
eomii  R egii  Edinenfis,  propria  funt. 

Decoctum  Furfuris. 

% 

Recipe — Furfuris  uncias  duas, 

* » 

Aquae  fontanae  libras  duodecim, 
Coque  ad  libras  novem,  cum  fubfede* 
rint  feces,  elutriandas. 

Enema  domefticum. 

■Muriatis  fodae  unciam  dimidiam, 

Olei  napi  filveftris  unciam, 

Aquae  tepidae  libram.  Mifce. 

Enema  faetidum. 

Recipe — Gummi  refinae  ferulae  affae  faetidae 
drachmas  duas, 

Aquae  tepidae  uncias  decem.  Solve. 

i 2 
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Enema  purgans. 

Recipe- — Foliorum  cafliae  fennae  drachmas  tres, 
Sulphatis  fodse  unciam, 

Aquae  fervidae  libram. 

Infunde  et  cola. 

Haustus  anodynus. 

Recipe- — Tin£turae  opii  guttas  viginti  quinque. 
Aquae  fontanae  unciam, 

Syrupi  fimplicis  drachmas  duas.  Mifce. 

FIaustus  ex  oleo  Ricini. 

.*• 

Recipe — Olei  ricini  unciam  dimidiam, 

Aquae  deftillatas  unciam, 

Spiritus  myrti  pimentae  drachmam. 
Aquae  potaifae  guttas  viginti.  Mifce. 


Haustus  falinus  effervefcens. 


Recipe — Carbonatis  potaffae  purificati  fcrupu- 
los  quatuor,  < 


Aquae 


r"  ' 
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Aquas  fontanas  uncias  quatuor.  Solve, 
et  cum  fubfederint  feces,  cola. 

f 

Recipe — Succus  citri  medicas  uncias  duas, 
Syrupi  ftmplicis 

Aquas  fontanae  utriufque  unciam. 
Mifce. 

Utriufque  mixturas  uncia  detur  pro  dofi 
folutione  carbonatis  calcis  prius  fumpta, 
miftura  e fucco  citri  medicae,  illico  por- 
rigenda  eft. 

Infusum  cafliae  fennas. 

Recipe — Foliorum  caflias  fennae  unciam  et  dimi- 
diam, 

Seminum  coriandri  fativi  contuforum 
unciam  et  dimidiam, 

Supertartritis  potaflas  drachmas  duas, 
Aquae  fontanae  libram. 

Supertartritem  potaflae  in  aqua  coquendo 
folve  ; deinde  liquorem  adhuc  ferventem 
fennas  et  feminibus  affunde  ; macera  per 
horam  in  vafe  operto,  et  frigefa&um  cola. 

I 3 MISTURA 
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Mistura  corticis  Peruvianae  aromatica  : vel 

miflura  cinchonae  officinalis  aromatica. 

Recipe— Pulveris  corticis  cinchonae  unciam  di- 
midiam, 

Mucilaginis  mimofae  niloticae  uncias 
duas.  Tere  fimul  et  paulatim  adde 
Aquae  fontanae  uncias  quinque, 

Tincturae  lauri  caffiae  unciam  unam  et 

• * ' * ' 

dimldiam.  Mifce. 

% . t. 

Mistura  diaphoretica  antimonialis. 

Recipe— Aquae  fontanae  uncias  quinque  et  di~ 
midiam, 

Sacchari  purificati  drachmain  unam  et 
dimidiam, 

Yini  tartritis  antimonii  drachmas  duas, 
Tin&urae  opii  guttas  triginta.  Mifce. 

i 

Mistura  diaphoretica  falina. 

A 

* *»  . * % « 

Recipe — Aquae,  fontanae  uncias  quatuor, 

Sacchari  purificati  drachmas  tres, 

Carbonatis 
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Carbonatis  ammoniae  praeparatae  grana 
decem.  Solve  et  adde 
Aquae  acetitis  ammoniae  uncias  tres, 
Spiritus  myrti  pimentae  drachmas 
duas.  Mifce. 

\ . 

Mistura  mucilaginofa. 

Recipe — Deco&i  altheae  officinalis  uncias  qua- 
tuor, 

Syrupi  fimplicis  unciam  dimidiam, 
Mifce. 

Potus  acidis  vegetabilis. 

Recipe — Deco&i  furfuris  libras  duas, 

Supertartartis  potaffae  fcrupulos  qua^ 
tuor, 

Syrupi  fimplicis  unciam.  Mifce, 

Solutio  gummi  refmae  ferulae  affae  faeddae. 

Recipe — Gummi  refinae  ferulae  affae  faetidae 

> 

drachmas  quatuor. 

Aquae  fervidae,  uncias  viginti-quatuor. 
Solve. 
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CASES  OF  FEVER. 

John  Denham,  iEtat.  II. 

. , " • • . i 

' - d*  ■ • : • - 3 r K 1 < ! 

Complains  much  of  headach — vertigo — ge- 
neral  uneafmefs  and  ficknefs. 

Pulfe  120 — -dun  very  hot— tongue  loaded — 

much  third; — belly  rather  flow- — no  appetite — 

» ■ 

indifferent  nights. 

Complaints  began  on  the  1 8th  current. 

‘ He  had  an  emetic  on  the  19th,  with  fome 

* - . » i ■ 

temporary  relief. 

Injiciatur  enema  domefticum. 

One  ftool — reftlefs  during  night — fkin  dry, 
and  of  a pungent  heat — tongue  loaded — pulfe 
about  120,  and  full— abdomen  feels  tenfe,  and 
is  painful. 

> o Recipe 
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H^cipe — Mercurii  dulcis, 

Pulveris  jalapae, 

Sacchari  albi,  aa  grana  tria. 

Tere  in  pulverem,  quam  primum  iumendum. 

o A 

Toad  and  water  for  drink. 

■ * • „ , ... 

A bad  night,  with  delirium — (kin  continues  Aug.  23d. 
hot — tongue  more  loaded — pulfe  towards  120, 
lefs  full- — much  third — -two  fcanty  dools. 

Injiciantur  quam  primum  enematis  domedici 
uncias  decern. 

Recipe — Foliorum  Sennas  drachmam  unam, 

Extraftum  glycirrhizas  drachmam 

r ~ - - . r . • . ! * 

dimidiam. 

Aquae  fervidas  uncias  o£lo. 

• ^ * 

Sit  infufum  duabus  vicibus  fumendum. 

A better  night,  with  lefs  delirium — Ik  in  lefs 24th. 

pungently  hot — pulfe  about  120,  and  loft- 
tongue  lefs  loaded,  and  moid — complains  of 
headache — confiderable  third — a copious  dool 
from  the  inje&ion — another  fince  taking  the 
phyfic — belly  feems  fomewhat  didended  ; he 
complains  on  its  being  prefled. 


R.epetatur 


APPENDIX,  Noll. 


/ 


1S£ 

Repetatur  enema  domefticum  vefpere,  et  ha- 
beat  hauftum,  cum  tin&urse  thebaicas  guttis 
quindecim. 


Aug,  25th.  Eafy  during  the  firft  part  of  the  night.— 
reftlefs  with  delirium  fince  morning — belly  more 
diftended,  and  pained  on  prefiiire — tongue 
more  loaded  and  parched — a loofe  feculent  flool 
after  the  injection — a fimilar  one  fince  morning, 
which,  as  well  as  the  urine,  has  been  voided 
without  notice — pulfe  about  120,  of  middling 
flrength — fkin  moderately  cool. 

Recipe — Aquae  uncias  quatuor, 

Magnefiae  uflae  drachmam  unam, 
Sacchari  drachmam  dimidiam. 

•’  i ; ; ; / 

Sit  miflura  cujus  fumatur  uncia  dimidia,  omni 
hora. 


Repetatur  hauflus  anodynus  vefpere. 


Three  ftools  fince  yefterday — the  firfl  of  a 
natural  appearance,  the  two  lalt  watery  and 
greenifh — a lumbricus  has  been  voided — fulnefs 
and  pain  of  abdomen  much  abated — fkin  cool- 
tongue  clean — pulfe  about  90,  feeble — mixture 
ufed — a good  night. 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur  miftura  cum  magnefia  necnon  hauf- 
tus vefpere. 

Two  loofe  and  green  coloured  (tools  voided  Aug.  27th., 
in  bed — fince  yefterday  fulnefs  of  abdomen 
gone — no  complaint  on  prelfure — tongue  clean — 
pulfe  about  80,  tolerably  firm — fkin  cool — fenfi- 
ble  to  the  (timulus  of  urine — a good  night — ap- 
petite returning. 

tt 

Continuetur  hauftus  et  miftura  cum  magnefia. 

Is  at  prefent  afleep — he  has  had  a good  night. 28th, 

Two  (tools  not  pa(Ted  in  bed — fome  food  taken 
this  morning. 

Continuetur  hauftus  et  miftura.  - 

* 

No  (tool — a good  night — now  afleep — appetite 
improving. 

Continuetur  miftura  e magnefia. 

Omittatur  hauftus  anodynus. 

Habeat  jufculi  bovini  libram  unam,  indies. 

Another  lumbricus,  of  a large  hze,  voided 3i$t; 

fince  yefterday — belly  regular — pulfe  about  80 
. and 


29th. 


> 
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and  foft — tongue  clean — appetite  good — an  eafy 
night. 

Continuetur  magnefia  alba* 

' *\  . j j 1 y J „ J _ , j s *.  * 

r • , I if  i~,  ...  • 

Gradual  convalefcence, 

Difmiffed  cured, 


James 
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James  M‘kechny,  iEtat.  20.  Royal  Infir. 

Aug.  31st. 

1796. 

Complains  of  headache,  pain  in  his  back,  ge- 
neral uneafinefs  and  ficknefs. 

Has  at  times  a flight  cough,  but  no  particular 
uneafinefs  about  his  bread. 

Belly  regular — confiderable  third — tongue 
white — pulfe  110,  pretty  full — fkin  hot — tole- 
rable nights. 

Complaints  began  nine  or  ten  days  ago,  and 
have  been  frequently  attended  with  fliivering. 

Has  ufed  no  medicines. 

( 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti  drachmam  Sept.  1st. 
dimidiam. 

Habeat  decodtum  furfuris  pro  potu. 

Headache  abated — cough  and  third  conti-  — — 2cb 

9 

nue — pulfe  about  100 — an  indifferent  night — as 
yet  no  dool. 

Repetatur  quam  primum  pulvis  jalapas  coni- 

» 

pofitus. 


Habeat 
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6th.  ' 


~ 10th. 
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Habeat  vefpere  fi  opus  fit  enema  domefticum„ 
Hauftum  anodynuin  hora  fomni. 


Free  pafiage  of  belly  previous  to  the  injec- 
tion—lieadach  and  cough  gone— pulfe  calm — - 
appetite  returning. 


Convalefcent. 
Full  diet. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


Robert 


typhus; 


/ 
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Robert  Grant,  JEtat.  21.  R©pl  lair: 

ixfl*.  29th. 

^ r*  f) 

Complains  of  headach — vertigo— naufea — 
chilly  fits,  fucceeded  by  heat  and  fweating,  great 
uneafmefs,  and  oppreflion,  much  third,  and  lofe 
of  appetite. 

Pulfe  96 — tongue  very  foul — fkin  at  prefent 
moift — belly  regular — fleeps  indifferently — on 
the  1 9th  after  expofure  to  cold,  while  on  guard 
in  the  night  time,  was  feized  with  headach, 
coldnefs,  {hivering,  and  proffration  of  ftrength; 
he  has  continued  daily  worfe  fince  that  time,  al- 
though he  took  an  emetic  on  the  20th. 

Febrile  fymptoms  continue — pulfe  about  90,  36th. 

fomewhat  full — tongue  pretty  clean  and  moiff— 
a flool  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday. 

Recipe — Pulveris  jalapae  grana  decern, 

Mercurii  dulcis  grana  tria.  Sit  pul- 
vis  quam  primum  fumendus. 

Potum  acidum  vegetabilem,  ad  libi- 
tum. 


Two 
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. 1st.  Two  copious  (tools,  after  an  injection  in  the 
evening — febrile  fymptoms  much  abated — (kin 
moift — pulfe  calm. 

2d.  Convalefcent. 

Full  diet. 

ii 

12th.  Difmifled  cured. 


\ 


Jonathan 
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Jonathan  Green,  2E tat.  22.  Royal  Infir. 

Sept.  5th. 

1796. 

Complains  of  headach,  pain  of  back,  gene- 
ral uneafinefs,  and  ficknefs. 

Pulfe  96— fkin  cool — tongue  white— third  na- 
tural— belly  rather  loofe — appetite  bad — urine 
high  coloured — fleeps  ill. 

Complaints  began  yederday,  with  fhivering, 
followed  by  increafed  heat  and  fweating — attri- 
butes them  to  cold  and  wet,  being  expofed  to 
the  rain,  for  a confiderable  time  on  Saturday 
lad  3d  current. 

Has  ufed  no  medicines. 

/ 

Habeat  quam  primum  6th. 

Vini  ipecacuanha  unciam  unam  pro  eme- 
tico.  Cras  mane 

Pulveris  jalapae  compodti  drachmam  dimi- 
diam. 

^ f f * rt  • • . . r , r * * ' f j f 

Full  vomiting — febrile  fymptoms  abated— 7th. 

pulfe  calm — three  dools. 

Full  diet. 


K 


Aggravation 
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Sept.  10th.  Aggravation  of  headach,  with  feeblenefs  and 
languor — pulfe  about  120 — belly  flow. 

Habeat  quam  primum,  pulveris  jalapse  com- 
pofiti  fcrupulos  duos. 

nth.  As  yet  no  (tool — headach  continues— pulfe 

about  100,  rather  feeble. 

Habeat  vefpere, 

Enema  domellicum,  et  ni  plene  refponde* 
rit  alvus,  pulveris  jalapse  compofiti  drach- 
mam  unam  eras  mane. 

12th.  One  ftool  by  the  inje&ion — four  by  the  phync 
this  morning — headach  relieved,  and  counte- 
nance lightened. 

— — isth.  Frequent  fcanty  (tools  fince  yefterday,  with 

gripes  and  tenefinus — much  thirfl — tongue 
white — pulfe  about  100. 

Recipe — Sodas  tartarifatse  drachmas  fex, 
Aquae  uncias  duodecim. 

Sit  folutio  quam  primum,  duabus 
vicibus  fumenda. 

Habeat  hauftum  anodynum  vefpere. 

Toaft  and  water  for  drink. 

Gripes 
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Gripes  and  purging  gone — tongue  white,  ra-  Sept.  14th. 
ther  loaded — pulfe  about  90. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  folutio  fodae  tartari- 
fatae. 

4 i y J y*  ■ 

Convalefcent.  - ictli, 

■ ' ... 

Full  diet. 

Slight  headach  at  times — belly  open— -pulfe i9tli. 

about  90. 

Habeat  potionis  cretacae  unciam  unam  ter 
de  die. 

Belly  regular — flight  headach  continues — — 2 1st, 
Sumat  pulveris  corticis  Peruvianae  drach- 
mam  dimidiam  quater  indies. 

Intermittatur  potio  cretacea. 

1 ' "*  ^ *'  *'*  *■*.'  ‘ ■ ■ ’ i t ' . . j \ ■ . , , j , " ' j Ni  X 1 

Headach  gone — belly  regular.  - — — 26th, 

Difmifled  cured. 


k 2 


Robert 
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Royal  Infir.  ROBERT  MuCKLE,  iEtat.  17. 

Sept.  13th. 

1796. 

Complains  of  pain  of  head,  back,  general  un- 
eafinefs,  and  weaknefs. 

Pulfe  84 lkin  natural — thirfl  urgent — 

tongue  white,  with  bad  tafle  in  his  mouth — ap- 
petite impaired — belly  regular — urine  natural — 
fleeps  ill. 

Complaints  firfl  began  on  Saturday  the  10th 
infl.  with  fhivering,  fucceeded  by  increafed  heat, 
and  fweating. 

Knows  no  caufe. 

Took  an  emetic  yefterday,  with  relief. 

14th.  Headach  and  thirfl  continue — pulfe  about  80 

— fkin  warm — two  (tools — indifferent  night. 

Habeat  quam  primum, 

Bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurii  granis  tribus. 

15th.  Pain  fhifted  to  the  hind  head  and  neck — thirfl 

continues — no  (tool. 


Recipe 
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Recipe — Foliorum  fennse, 

Cryftallorum  tartari,  utriufque  drach- 

main  unam,  , 

Aquas  fervidse  uncias  o£to. 

Sit  infufum  quam  primum  fumen- 
dum. 

4 

Pain  chiefly  occupies  the  hind  neck — in  other  Sept.  17th. 
refpe&s  convalefcent. 

Oblinatur  cervix  qua  dolet, 

Oleo  ammomato  et  tegatur  panno  laneo. 

Pain  of  head  and  neck  gone — flight  pain  be-  21st. 

twixt  the  fcapulas — otherwife  well. 

Intermittatur  oleum  ammomatum. 

Full  diet. 

Difmiflfed  cured.  ■ 26th. 


K 3 


John 
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Royal  Jnfir,  JOHN  FaIRGRAVE,  iEtat.  19. 

Sept.  14th. 

1796. 

Complains  of  pain  of  head,  vertigo,  ficknefs, 
general  uneafinefs,  and  weaknefs. 

Pulfe  68 — (kin  hot — tongue  white — thirfl — > 
appetite  bad — urine  natural — belly  loofe — deeps 
pretty  well. 

Thefe  complaints  firft  commenced  yefterday 
morning  ; he  was  feized  with  {hivering — in- 

■.  ' ,■>  **  i ■ • ■ * g 

creafed  heat,  fucceeded  by  fweating. 

Knows  no  caufe. 

* • 

Took  an  emetic  yefterday  forenoon,  with  re- 
' lief. 

Two  flools  fince  admiflipn. 

Habeat  quam  primum, 

Bolum  jalapse  cum  mercurii  granis  tribus. 

X5th.  One  copious,  and  two  fmaller  {tools — an  eafy 

night — febrile  fymptoms  abated — pulfe  about 
60,  and  foft. 

Convalefcent. 

Full  diet. 


— 16th. 


Pfora. 
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Pfora.  Sept. 

Habeat  unguentum  fulphuris  more  folito, 

Pfora  yields — pulfe  about  50.  * 

Habeat  balneum  tepidum.  

Jntermittatur  unguentum  fulphuris* 

pifmiffed  cured.  


K 4* 


17th. 


18th. 

23d. 


24th. 


Don  Ait) 
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Royal  Infir.  DONALD  WaTSON,  iEtat.  23. 

April  19th. 

1798. 

Complains  of  feverc  pain  in  his  head,  with 
general  forenefs — pulfe  about  90 — tongue  white 
— thirft  confiderable — appetite  impaired — no 
jftool  fmce  the  16th  inftant,  on  which  day  his 
complaints  began  with  fhivering. 

Recipe — Mercurii  dulcis  grana  quinque, 

..  <.  W . • V 

Pulveris  jalapse  grana  duodecim. 

Sit  pulvis  quam  primum  fumendus. 

— — 20th.  Two  ftools — tongue  loaded — pulfe  towards 

108,  and  full — thirft  moderate — a tolerable 
night,  and  (till  difpofed  to  ileep. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis  e mercurio  dulci 
et  jalapa.  , 

— — 2ist.  Another  ftool  in  the  evening — none  fince  the 

exhibition  of  the  powder — headach  continues — 
pulfe  about  90,  and  foft — tongue  ftill  loaded. 

Habeat,  ft  opus  fit,  enema  domefticum  yefpere. 


Three 
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Three  fcanty  ftools  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday  April  22d. 
— headach  relieved — tongue  lefs  loaded — {kin 
cool  and  moift — pulfe  calm  —a  good  night. 

Cras  mane  habeat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti 
drachmam  unam. 

A good  night — feveral  ftools— tongue  clean 23d. 

— pulfe  calm. 

Convalefcent.,  Full  diet.  27th, 

Difmifled  cured. 

* 1 1 1 


James 


I 
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Royal  Infir.  JAMES  DeNNET,  iEtat.  12. 

April  20th. 

7 1798. 

; it 

Complains  of  pain  in  his  head,  and  in  his 
belly— of  vertigo — great  ficknefs,  and  occafion- 
al  vomiting — pulfe  about  100 — tongue  white — 
confiderable  third — appetite  impaired — belly 
bound.  Thefe  fymptoms  commenced  with  fhi- 
vering  on  the  16th,  and  he  had  been  expofed  to 
the  contagion  of  fever, 

* — 2ist,  A natural  (tool — no  recurrence  of  vomiting 

— headach  and  ficknefs  continue — pulfe  about 
120 — Ikin  hot. 

V 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapas  compofiti  fcrupulum. 

Hauftum  cum  tin&uras  thebaicse  guttis  quin* 
decim  hora  fomni. 

s.  . ; i 

22d,  Headach  and  ficknefs  relieved — tongue  clean 

and  moifl — pulfe  quick  and  feeble — two  (tools 
previous  to  giving  the  powder,  and  two  fince — 
a good  night. 

Habeat 


i 
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Habeat  mifturae  diaphoretics  falins  unciam 
tertia  quaque  hora. 

Repetatur  hauflus,  hora  fomni. 

c 

A good  night — ftill  difpofed  to  deep — free  of  April  23d, 
complaint. 

f 

Omittatur  hauflus. 

*•  . 

Gripes  in  the  courfe  of  yeflerday — two  (tools  24thv 

’ . . 

fmce  morning,  fifteen  grains  of  compound  pow- 
der of  jalap  being  given — pulfe  quick — (kin 
warm — tongue  white — fliil  drowfy — gripes  con- 
tinue, 

Habeat  vini  ipecacuanha  drachmas  fex,  pro 
emetico. 

Two  dark  coloured  (tools — no  vomiting — 25th 

gripes  gone — a quiet  night. 

Convalefcent.  F all  diet,  — - 30th. 

« 

Difmilfed  cured.  May  utK 


James 
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Royal  Infir.  JAMES  GRANT,  iEtat.  18. 

May  17th. 

1798. 

Complains  of  great  pain  in  the  umbilical  and 
epigaftric  regions  ; of  fevere  headach  and  much 
ficknefs,  with  general  uneafinefs  and  laflitude. 
His  internal  fauces  are  painful,  and  there  is  an 
eruption  of  reddifh  fpots  over  his  face  and  mod 
of  his  body.  Pulfe  about  90 — belly  flow — ap- 
petite impaired — tongue  rather  white — has  great 
third:. 

On  the  12th  current  he  was  affedted  with 
fhivering ; the  fpots  appeared  about  the  15th, 
and  have  been  increafing  fince  that  time  ; the 
affection  of  his  throat  has  likewife  been  increaf- 
ing. He  had  been  recovered  eight  days  from  a 
febrile  attack,  which  had  continued  for  a fort- 
night without  any  eruption. 

He  took  an  emetic  on  the  13th,  which  reliev- 
ed in  fome  degree  the  pain  of  his  head.  He 
took  alfo  fome  pills  on  the  15th,  which  acted  as 
a laxative. 

Habeat  enema  purgans. 


Pain 
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Pain  of  abdomen,  aife&ion  of  internal  fauces,  May  istli. 
and  eruption  continue — fkin  moderately  warm 
— pulfe  about  80,  and  foft* — a coflive  flool. 

Habeat  quam  primum, 

Pulveris  jalapos, 

Mercurii  dulcis,  utriufque  grana  fex. 

Potum  acidum  vegetabilem  ad  libitum. 

‘fl  a hi  :r  ?'A  ' no  vi  ; 

A coflive  flool  in  the  evening,  after  an  injec- 19th 

tion — pain  of  abdomen,  affedion  of  throat, 
and  eruption,  flationary — tongue  loaded — much 
thirfl — pungent  heat  of  fkin — pulfe  about  80. 

Rec. — Sodas  vitriolatae  drachmas  fex, 

i 

Sacchari  drachmas  duas, 

Chryflallorum  tartari, 

Foliorum  fennae,  utriufque  drachmam. 

Aquas  fervidas  uncias  fedecim. 

Fiat  infufum,  quam  primum  fumendum. — Te- 
gantur  fauces  panno  laneo. 

Complaints  ftationary — a bad  night — tongue  20th 

flill  loaded — with  thirfl — fkin  cooler — pulfe 
about  80 — four  dark  coloured  flools. 

Habeat  hauflum  anodynum  vefpere, 

Cras 
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Cras  mane  infufi  fennas  unciam  et  dimb 
diam. 

Seri  vinofi  libras  duas,  partitis  vicibus 
indies. 

2ist.  Pain  of  abdomen  is  abated — that  of  internal 
fauces,  which  appear  confiderably  inflamed,  con- 
tinues— eruption,  copious  on  the  face,  is  lefs  fre- 
quent on  the  reft  of  the  body — heat  of  {kin 
again  more  pungent — pulfe  about  100 — third 
urgent — no  ftool — indifferent  night. 

Habeat  fi  opus  fit  enema  domefticum. 

2 2d.  A copious  dark  coloured  ftool  after  the  injec* 

don — affe&ion  of  throat  and  eruption  continue 
— pulfe  about  90,  of  moderate  ftrength — {kin  of 
a lefs  pungent  heat — third  not  abated. 

Addantur  Hauftui  tin&urae  thebaicas  guttle 
decem. 

% 

4 

23d.  Pain  of  Epigaftrium  has  recurred — pain  of 
fauces  continues — (kin  less  hot — pulfe  about  80, 
foft  and  firm — no  ftool — an  indifferent  night. 

Habeat  quam  primum  infufi  fennas  uncias 
duas. 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur  hauftus. 

Intermittatur  ferum  vinofum. 

Two  dark  coloured  ftools — pain  of  epigaf-  May  24tli. 
trium  and  fauces  relieved — eruption  fading — 
tongue  cleaner — pulfe  about  80,  and  foft — ikin 
moift— third  abated — a good  night. 

J J • ! J ' (Jl'  ! j ■.  * • \.*i  i 

* • * t « • ^ 

Convalefcent — belly  rather  flow.  26th 

Habeat  omni  mane  Pulveris  Rhei  grana  de- 
cem. 

Intermittatur  hauftus. 

Full  diet. 

, ,,  * j . ^ , . . . ^ •,  . { . r » 

* : J i ‘ jli  , ' • . • i •*  , * i * t-  • J . A 

Belly  has  been  regular.  30th 

Difmiffed  cured. 

iooft  on -ficix  LrM.  fi'  JiKjfc  ,:U:q-~lyrAlx 

~ >1  • v i . 


k 


Alexander 
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• **  ',  J 


Royal  Infir.  ALEXANDER  McDoUGAL,  JEtat.  23. 

May  28th. 

1798.  . r • , 

Is  affected  with  great  pain  in  the  epigaftrium, 
in  the  lumbar  region ; with  headach,  ficknefs, 
and  anxiety.  Pulfe  about  84 — tongue  white — 
third  urgent — belly  regular  appetite  weak. 
He  was  firft  attacked  with  {hivering,  and  with 
the  pains  which  now  diftrefs  him,  on  the  24th 
inftant.  He  yefterday  took  an  emetic  and  a 
laxative  powder,  by  which  the  ficknefs  and  pain 
in  his  abdomen  have  been  relieved. 

...  ....  , . a . i :.vy-A  serf  vi ivl 

29th.  Pain  of  epigaftrium  and  ficknefs  {till  more 

relieved — pulfe  about  80,  and  foft — no  ftool 
fmee  that  procured  by  the  laxative  powder — 
tongue  moift — a tolerable  night. 

Habeat  quam  primum 

Pulveris  Jalapas, 

Mercurii  dulcis,  utriufque  grana  fex. 

Hauftum  anodynum  vefpere. 

Three 


/ 


l 
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Three  ftools — a good  night — pain  of  epigas-  May  30th. 
trium,  of  lumbar  region,  and  febrile  fymptoms 
gone. 

Repetatur  hauflus  anodynus. 

Convalefcent.  June  1st. 

Intermittatur  hauflus  anodynus. 

Full  diet. 

v 

Difmiffed  cured,  *—  6th. 

\ , 


L 


Andrew 
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Andrew  Hall,  ^tat.  21. 

Royal  Infir.  Complains  of  fevere  pain  in  the  lumbar  re- 
1798.  gion,  and  in  the  extreme  mufcles  of  his  feet — of 
general  debility  and  laflitude — pulfe  about  80 — 
tongue  clean,  but  rather  white — has  great  third 
— his  appetite  is  very  weak — his  belly  had  been 
codive,  and  he  took  of  Calomel  five  grains,  with 
eight  of  powder  of  jalap,  lad  night,  which  pro- 
cured one  {tool ; fince  which  he  feels  lefs  op- 
prefied.  His  complaints  commenced  eight  days 
ago,  when  he  was  affe&ed  with  headach,  fick- 
jiefs  and  frequent  rigors. 

Recipe — Mercurii  dulcis  grana  quinque, 

Pulveris  radicis  jalapse  grana  fede- 
dm. 

Sit  pulvis  quam  primum  fumendus. 

«— ■ 18th.'  Four  pretty  copious  {tools — pain  abated — {kin 

moid,  but  rather  warm — tongue  parched — pulfe 
about  100,  and  full — confiderable  third — a 
good  night. 

Habeat  mifturae  diaphoreticse  antimonialis  tin-* 
dam,  fecunda  quaque  hora. 


Skin 
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. t , • ’ 

Skin  dry  and  warm — pulfe  about  90,  lefs  full  juiy  i 
— confiderable  fwelling  and  rednefs  of  internal 
fauces,  with  pain  and  difficulty  of  deglutition— 
two  (tools — tongue  dry — much  third. 

Adhibeatur  veficatorium,  haud  ita  magnum* 
inter  fcapulas. 

Deglutiat  fubinde  mifturam  mucilaginofam. 

Habeat  deco&um  furfuris  ad  libitum. 

Continuetur  midura  diaphoretica. 

Affection  of  internal  fauces  continues — belly  — gist, 
regular — (kin  hot — pulfe  about  80,  of  good 
(trength. 

Continuentur  medicamenta* 

‘ • . ’ * ^ * i i I 

Spontaneous  vomiting- — feveral  clay-coloured  __  22d> 
{tools,  with  gripes  fince  morning. 

Recipe — Sodse  vitriolatas, 

Infufi  fennae,  utriufque  unciam  dhni- 
diam, 

• >■.  * . 

Aquas  uncias  o£to.  Sit  folutio  quam 

primum  fumenda. 

Three  (tools  after  the  phyfic — no  return  of 
vomiting  fince  the  evening — much  third — 

x-  2 tongUe 


4 
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tongue  dry — Ikin  moderately  cool — pulfe  about 
80,  and  foft. 

Intermittatur  miftura  diaphoretica. 

24th.  Two  ftools  of  natural  appearance — no  return 
of  vomiting — affection  of  internal  fauces  gone — 
pulfe  about  80,  full  and  foft — his  looks  are 
amended  — a bad  night.  > 

Habeat  hauftum  falinum  effervefcentem,  alter- 
nis  horis. 

0 

Pilulas  thebaicas,  tres  vefpere. 

Pulveris  jalapae  compofiti  fcrupulos  duos,  eras 
mane. 

25th.  Two  attacks  of  vomiting — three  ftools — 
tongue  dry,  rather  loaded — a better  night — - 
pulfe  calm. 

Repetantur  Pilulas  thebaicas. 

Continuentur  hauftus  falini. 

26th.  Several  attacks  of  vomiting  of  a dark  green- 
ifh  coloured  matter — three  or  four  ftools,  the 
laft  of  a dark  colour — no  pain,  but  unufual  ful- 
nefs  of  the  abdomen — flight  cough — flight  pain 

of 
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of  breaft — fputa  feem  to  have  admixture  of 
blood — pulfe  about  80,  and  rather  feeble. 

Adhibeatur  emplaftrum  veficatorium  regioni 
epigaftricae. 

Habeat  crystallorum  tartari  drachmam  unam, 
mane  et  vefpere. 

Intermittantur  hauftus  falini  et  pilulae  the- 

€ 

baicse. 

/ 

- ' •.  * f ; f * • - % 

Vomiting  has  not  recurred — five  (tools,  July  27th. 
which,  as  well  as  the  fputa,  have  had  admixture 
of  blood — blifler  rofe  well. 

Continuentur  crystalli  tartari. 

Cough,  pain  of  breaft,  and  fulnefs  of  abdor 29th. 

men  gone — feveral  darkcoloured-ftoolS' — tongue 
clean — pulfe  calm. 

Omittantur  cryftalli  tartari. 

f | , 

Difmiffed  cured,  Aug.  12th. 


L 3 
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Royal  Infir.  JOHN  BaIRD,  j£tat.  11. 

Aug.  7th. 

1801. 

On  the  2d  inflant,  from  account,  was  fudden- 
ly  attacked  with  rigours,  increafed  heat,  and 
general  fweat.  Since  admiflion,  he  has  been 
very  indiftindt,  and  frequently,  while  awake,  is 
obferved  to  mutter  and  fpeak  to  himfelf : while 

; , . I : / ; 

afleep,  he  oftens  Harts,  and  awakes  in  a fright. 

r • 

Pulfe  130,  and  weak — (kin  very  warm— tongue 
clean — fome  third — the  day  before  his  illnefs 
was  expofed  to  febrile  contagion — a scaqty  ftool 
fmce  admiflion — no  remedies  employed. 

. Habeat  quam  primum  enema  domefticum. 

i ' * r • !*  i V . ' . . • ‘ i X ' » 

— - 8th.  A fcanty  loofe  {tool — pulfe  about  120,  and 

rather  feeble — tongue  white — more  did  in & — - 
injection  not  given. 

Guam  pjrimum  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurii 
granis  tribus. 

Deco&um  furfuris  ad  libitum. 


Two 
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Two  or  three  ftools — Ikin  cool — pulfe  about  Aug.  9th. 
90 — a good  night,  and  difpofed  to  deep— mak- 
ing no  complaint. 

Continuetur  deco&um  furfuris. 

Has  had  delirium  and  irregular  convulfive loth, 

^notions — belly  flow — pulfe  feeble. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio, 

Abradatur  capillitium. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  o<fto. 

Sumat  unciam  fubinde,  indies. 

x , \ 

Delirium  and  involuntary  motions  ftill  con-  lith. 

tinue — a better  night — two  loofe  ftools — pulfe 
towards  120,  and  feeble — wine  not  much  re- 
lifhed. 

Adhibeatur  veficatorium  toti  capiti. 

Habeat  hauftum  cum  laudani  guttis  quinde* 
cim. 

Intermittatur  vinum  rubrum. 

Delirium  much  aggravated  towards  evening  — — 12th, 
— -quietnefs  fucceeded  the  exhibition  of  the 
draught,  which  ftill  continues — irregular  con- 

l 4 vulfive 
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yulfive  motions  abated  pulfe  about  120,  and 
firmer. 

Habeat  mifturae  diaphoretics  falinas  uncianf, 
tertia  quaque  bora. 

Repetatur  hauftus,  vefpere. 

v.  4 * ; 9 f r T 

13th.  A tolerable  night— -difpofed  to  be  drowfy — 
on  awaking,  he  appears  agitated,  fcreaming  oc- 
caiionally,  but  makes  no  complaint — appetite 
indifferent— pulfe  quick  and  feeble — belly  flow 
— involui  t;.ry  motions  not  perceived— face  more 
or  lefs  flulhed — -copious  difcharge  by  the  blif- 
...  ...  ter. 

Habeat  quam  pvimum  infufi  fenns  uncias 
duas,  necnon  ejusdem  infufi  unciam  femel 
indies. 

* 

Pilulam  e mercurio  cinerio,  mane  et  vefpere. 

Intermittatur  hauffus  anodynus. 

14th.  An  indifferent  night — although  lefs  drowfy, 
has  on  the  whole  flept  much— tongue  clean 
and  moiff — fkin  cool  and  foft — pulfe  about  100, 
and  feeble — expreffion  of  countenance  more  na- 
tural-—one  ftool— but  little  food  taken. 

Continuenttir  pilula  hydrargyri  et  miflura. 

Appetite 
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Appetite  mending — looks  improving — deep  Aug.  nth 
natural — pulfe  calm — Ikin  cool — belly  open. 

Intermittatur  pilula  hydrargyri.  . 


An  egg  to  dinner. 


Difmiffed  cured. 


ii 


.4  • 


27th 
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Royal  Infir.  DoNALD  STEWART,  JEt at.  19. 

March  27th. 

IS  04. 

Complains  of  violent  headach,  vertigo,  nau- 
fea,  and  occafional  vomiting,  pain  under  the 

fternum,  with  frequent  fliort  cough,  and  flight 
dyfpncea — debility — general  uneafinefs — pulfe 
90 — (kin  hot — tongue  loaded — belly,  by  ac- 
count, regular. Was  attacked  two  days  ago, 

with  rigors — has  ufed  no  remedies. 

— — 28th.  Imponatur  veficatorium  quam  primum  fterno, 

et  fumat  bolum  jalapae  compofitum. 

Miduras  falinae  ammoniatae  unciam,  fubinde. 

1 9th.  Headach  and  ficknefs — cough,  and  pain  of 

bread  relieved — frequent  (tools — pulfe  calm — 
(kin  cool  and  moift — tongue  white — third  in- 
confiderable — an  indifferent  night — blifter  has 
anfwered  well. 

Haudum  anadoynum,  vefpere. 

Continuetur  midura  falina  ammoniata. 

_ 31st.  Purging  gone — cough  returns  at  times,  with 

uneafy  breathing — pulfe  90,  and  feeble. 

Rec, 


» 
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jR.ecipe<— Mifturae  mucilaginofse  uncias  quatuor, 

Vini  e tartrite  antimonii  drachmas  duas, 

Tin&urse  thebaicse  guttas  triginta. 

Mifturae  agitatae  fumat  unciam  dimidiam,  fub- 
inde. — Intermittatur  miftura  falina  ammoniata. 

A z*1  . * > 

Belly  having  been  flow,  a laxative  was  given  April  3d 
laft  evening,  as  yet  without  effect.  Face  at  times 
is  flufhed,  and  he  is  fomewhat  delirious — cough 
is  however  abated — breathing  eafy — pulfe  calm. 

Habeat  quam  primum,  infufi  fennae  uncias 
tres. 

Continuetur  miftura  tartritis  antimonii. 

-V  ....  • ■ • ■ I • '*'  t 

No  ftool  till  he  got  an  inje&ion— two  fince — 4th 

pulfe  80 — tongue  foul,  but  moift — eyes  fuffufed. 
Continuetur  miftura  e tartrite  antimonii. 

\ ' « • ' 1 j . » 

/ V 

Headach  and  delirium  gone — a good  night  5th 

‘I  ' > 

—complains  of  pain  of  throat,  with  difficult  de- 
glutition— pulfe  80 — Ikin  hot — belly  flow. 

Adhibeatur  oleum  ammoniatum  cuin  panno 
laneo  faucibus  externis — pulveris  jalapaa  compo- 

• » .V  ‘ . 

fiti  fcrupulos  duos. 


/ 


Pain 
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April  7th.  Pain  of  throat  gone — a good  night — paflage 
of  belly — pulfe  80 — fkin  cool. 

13th.  Convalefcent. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta. 

Full  diet. 


17th.  Four  loofe  ftools. 

Potionis  cretaceae  unciam  unam,  fecunda  qua- 
que  hora — pilulam  thebaicam,  bis  de  die. 


isth.  Four  ftools. 

Habeat  fodae  tartarifatas  drachmas  fex. 
Continuentur  potio  cretacea  et  pilulse  the- 

i ^ * , r . r ■ 

baicas. 


20th.  Purging  gone — tongue  appears  loaded — 
headach — pulfe  calm. 

Habeat  infufi  amari  unciam  dimidiam,  quater 
in  dies. 

Intermittantur  potio  cretaceae,  et  pilulae  t he-7 
baic2e. 

21st. 

Stools  have  become  frequent,  and  of  a natu- 
ral appearance,  with  gripes,  and  occasionally 

ficknefs. 
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ficknefs,  and  fpontaneous  vomiting — tongue 
white — thirfty.  . 

Habeat  ipecacuanhae  fcrupulum  unum,  pro 
emetico. — Continuetur  infufum  amarum. 

Stomach  appears  to  have  been  loaded — gripes 
relieved. 

General  uneafmefs  and  pain — tendency  to  de- 
lirium— eyes  are  fuffufed — pulfe  feeble — indiffe- 
rent nights. 

Recipe — Vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor, 

Aquas  uncias  quatuor. 

Mifce.  Sumat  unciam  dimidiam,  fubinde  ; 
hauftum  anodynum,  vefpere. 

Reftlefs,  and  more  delirious,  without  particu- 
lar complaint.  Eyes  lefs  fuffufed,  but  heavy — 
tongue  fomewhat  loaded — pulfe  at  the  wrifl 
hardly  felt — a natural  ftool  in  the  evening — 
wine  relifhed,  and  fome  food  taken. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  duodecim, 

Aquae  uncias  ofto — Sit  miftura  ut  heri  por- 
rigenda. 


April  22d. 


23d. 


24th. 


Has 
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April  25th.  Has  had  a quieter  night,  but  continues  Indif- 
tin£l,  with  feeble  pulfe — parched  tongue,  and 
involuntary  twitching — no  flool. 

Habeat  quam  primum  boluin  e jalapa  cum 
mercurio,  et  vefpere  fi  opus  fit  ad  alvum  dejici- 
endam,  enema  domefticum. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

— — 26th,  A quiet  night — difpofed  to  fleep  fmce  morn- 

ing— countenance  more  florid,  and  of  a more 
natural  appearance — a copious,  dark-coloured* 
and  fetid  flool,  after  the  injection. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa,  cum  mercurio  et 
enema  domefticum,  ft  opus  fit. 

Repetatur  etiam  vinum. 

— 27th.  One  flool  by  the  inje&ion*  and  another  an 
hour  after — continues  to  fleep  much — pulfe  120 
flill  feeble. 

Repetatur  enemavefpere — continuetur  vinum. 

28th.  Continues  drowfy  and  indiftin£t,  with  tremor 

of  hand,  and  flight  fubfultus  tendinum — tongue 
loaded — pulfe  feeble — wine  relifhed. 

Imponatur  veftcatorium  capillitio  abrafo. 

Repetatulr 
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Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio  ut  fu- 
pra,  necnon  enema  domefticum,  fi  opus  fit, 
vefpere — repetatur  vinum. 

A foetid  and  rather  fcanty  (tool  after  the  in- 
jection. A good  difcharge  by  the  blifter — ap- 
pears lefs  drovvfy — has  been  more  diftintl — tre- 
mor and  fubfultus  at  prefent  gone — tongue  dry 
and  lefs  loaded — pulfe  feeble — wine  ftill  relifh- 
ed,  and  little  food  taken. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio,  nec- 
non enema — continuetur  vinum. 

A copious,  but  dill  foetid  and  dark-coloured 
ftool,  from  the  injection.  Has  pafled  an  eafy 
night — wine  ftill  relifhed,  and  a little  more 
food  taken — flight  fubfultus  with  appearance  of 
floccitatio.  In  other  refpeds  as  yefterday — pulfe 
feeble. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio,  nec- 
non enema  ft  opus  fit — et  continuetur  vinum. 

Two  (tools  after  the  injection,  the  laft  copi- 
ous, dark  and  foetid — a quiet  night— tremors 

and 


April  29th. 


30th, 


May  1st. 


May  2d. 


3d. 


6th. 


30th 

June  15th. 
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and  floccitatio  abated — pulfe  80,  and  good 
ftrength. 

Repetatur  vinum. 

A good  night,  with  lefs  delirium — tremor  and 
floccitatio  gone — pulfe  80, 

Repetatur  vinum. 

4 

Febrile  fymptoms  continue  to  abate* — free  of 
complaint — pulfe  calm — belly  rather  flow. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti  fcrupulos 
duos  vefpere — enema  domefticum,  ni  prius  folu- 
ta  fit  alvus — continuetur  vinum. 

Two  ftools  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday — conti- 
tinues  apparently  convalefcent,  but  is  greatly 
emaciated — tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — improv- 
ing appetite, 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  o£to. 

Aquas  uncias  quatuor. 

\ 

Intermittatur  vinum — full  diet’, 

Difmifled  cured. 


APPENDIX. 


177 


APPENDIX. 


No.  HI. 

, , . i 

i 

CASES  OF  SCARLATINA. 

NARRATIVE  OF  SCARLATINA,  AS  IT  AFFECTED  THE 
CHILDREN  IN  GEORGE  HERIOT’s  HOSPITAL,  IN 
AUTUMN,  1804. 

George  Heriot’s  Horpital  is  a large  build- 
ing] of  noble  architecture,  furrounding  a qua- 
drangular court.  By  this  conftruCtion,  and  by 
means  of  crofs  windows  in  the  different  apart- 
ments, complete  ventilation  is  procured.  The 
houfe  occupies  a dry  fituation,  on  the  higheft 
part  of  a ridge  immediately  to  the  South  of  the 
city,  and  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  an  inclo- 
fure,  confiding  of  feveral  acres.  On  the  South 
and  Weft,  it  commands  extend ve  views  of  the 

M country  > 
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country  ; thefe  are  more  confined  on  the  North 
and  Eaft,  by  the  Cattle,  and  by  the  buildings  in 
the  old  town,  from  both  of  which,  however,  it 
is  at  a confiderable  diftance^ 

Great  attention  to  the  cleanlinefs  and  airinefs 
of  every  part  of  the  hofpital,  is  added  to  thefe 
advantages  of  fituation.  The  diet  of  the  chil- 
dren is  well  regulated  ; and  there  is  an  abun- 
dant fupply  of  fpring-well  water,  from  the  city’s 
refervoir,  which  adjoins  the  houfe  ; and  the  me- 
dical gentlemen  attached  to  the  Hofpital,  and 
acting  under  the  regulations,  put  a negative  on 
the  admifiion  of  any  child,  who  appears  to  them 
to  labour  under  Scrofula, 

Thefe  circumftances  are  fo  favourable  to  the 
health  of  the  inmates  of  this  foundation,  that  I 
have  the  fatisfadtion  to  fay,  that  during  two  and 
thirty  years,  that  I have  had  the  medical  fuper- 
intendance  of  it,  I have  feldom  known  any  fe- 
rious  illnefs  prevailing  there. 

The  fons  of  burgeffes,  freemen  of  Edin- 
burgh, are  received  into  this  Hofpital.  They 
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are  admitted  when  between  the  feventh  and 
eleventh  year  of  their  age  ; and  are  maintained 
and  educated  till  they  reach  their  fourteenth 
year.  Their  prefent  number  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  they,  together  with  the  ma- 
tron, mailers,  and  domeftics,  form  a family,  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons. 

Towards  the  end  of  September,  1804,  I vifit- 
ed  one  of  the  youngeft  of  the  children,  in  fever. 
I found  him  labouring  under  fymptoms of  Scarla- 
tina, which  had  been  epidemic  in  the  town,  for 
fome  months.  He  was  moved  immediately  to 
the  Tick  room,  and  thus  fecluded  from  his  com- 
panions ; and  I directed  every  precaution  to  be 
employed,  in  waffling  and  ventilating  the  apart- 
ment or  ward  which  he  had  left.  The  whole  of 
the  children  were  confined  within  the  precindls 
of  the  hofpital,  left,  through  communication 
with  their  relations  in  towm,  they  might  be  af- 
fedled  with  the  fever,  and  thus  add  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  contagion. 

I was  not,  however,  fortunate  enough,  in- 
deed I did  not  expedl  to  be  fo,  to  make  this  the 

folitary 
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folitary  inftance  of  the  difeafe,  in  the  midft  of  fo 
numerous  a family.  Day  after  day,  my  fick  lift 
increafed  ; and  during  three  months  that  the  fe- 
ver prevailed  in  the  hofpital,  upwards  of  fifty  of 
the  children  pafted  through  it.  And  I remark- 
ed, that  by  far  the  greateft  number  of  the  fick 
came  from  the  ward  in  which  my  firft  patient 
had  lain. 

About  the  end  of  the  year,  the  laft  of  my  lit- 
tle patients  left  the  fick  room,  which  was  then 
fhut,  and  it  has  fortunately  continued  fo,  to  this 
date,  1 5th  of  March  1 805 ; and  fome  weeks 
have  now  elapfed,  fince  communication  with  the 
town  has  been  opened. 

In  all  the  children,  particularly  in  thofe  who 
were  firft  affe&ed,  the  fymptoms  were  fo  mild, 
that  but  for  my  knowledge  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  epidemic  in  town,  I might  have  miftaken 
the  difeafe  on  its  firft  appearance,  and  been 
lulled  into  a blameable  fecurity.  The  throat 
was  not  much  affected.  The  uvola  and  amyg- 
dalae were  flightly  fwelled  and  inflamed  in  eve- 
ry inflance ; in  a few  cafes,  fuperficial  fuppu- 

m 3 


ration 


SCARLATINA. 


181 


ration  and  Houghing  appeared.  The  eftloref- 
cence  on  the  furface  was  partial,  and  in  general 
tranhtory,  leaving  a peculiar  palenefs  of  coun- 
tenance. The  eye  was  dull  and  heavy.  Sick- 
nefs  and  proftration  of  appetite,  continued 
throughout  the  difeafe.  The  thirft  was  mode- 
rate ; great  debility  prevailed  in  every  cafe  ; and 
in  fome,  a peculiar  dejection  and  defpondency, 
hardly  to  be  looked  for  in  fubjeCts  fo  young. 
The  pulfe  was  variable;  always  quick,  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  difeafe,  when  it  fometimes 
funk  below  the  natural  ftandard  ; it  was  never 
full.  The  furface  of  the  body  was  occafionally 
of  a pungent  heat.  Obftinate  conftipation  pre^ 
vailed  in  general. 

✓ 

My  patients  were  objects  of  ferious  attention 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  days  ; the  convalefcent 
ftate  of  alinoft  all  of  them,  was  protracted  for 
nearly  the  fame  length  of  time  ; and  fix  weeks 
elapfed  before  fome  who  entered  the  Tick  room, 
left  it. 

Such  was  the  appearance,  and  fuch  is  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  epidemic  in  Heriot’s  Hofpital ; in 
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concluding  the  cure  of  which,  I employed  pur- 
gative medicines  fully  ; while  food  fuited  to  the 
weak  appetite  and  feeble  powers  of  digedion, 
was  direded. 

The  effed  of  the  purgatives  was  favourable. 
The  feces  were  hard,  general!)  of  a black,  or 
greenifh  colour,  and  fetid  ; and  fometimes  of 
the  colour  and  confidence  of  clay,  and  lefs  fe- 
tid. In  proportion  to  the  evacuation  of  thefe 
feces,  relief  wras  perceptible.  Returning  appe- 
tite and  vivacity  accompanied  the  decline  and 
celfation  of  the  various  fymptoms. 

i . i . 

As  the  weather  had  become  cold,  and  other- 
ways  inclement,  the  children  were  detained  in 
the  fick  room,  for  many  days  after  they  were 
perfedly  well ; purgatives  were  adminiftred,  as 
the  date  of  the  bowels  demanded  ; and  the  ge- 
neral warm  bath  was  repeatedly  ufed,  on  the 
fuppofition,  that,  by  its  redoring  a perfpirable 
date  of  the  fkin,  it  would,  in  concert  with  the 
purgative  medicines,  tend  to  prevent  dropfical 
fwelling,  which,  from  the  fymptoms,  I greatly 
dreaded. 
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At  laft,  healthy  and  rob  lift,  and  impatient 
of  farther  reftraint,  the  convalefcents  were  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  particular  wards,  and 
in  no  long  time,  to  mix  with  their  companions 
in  fchool,  and  at  play. 

* 

Happy  I am,  that  I had  been  'thus  careful 
and  provident  in  uftng  thefe  precautions  ; for  I 
have  to  relate  the  fate  of  three  boys,  who  in 

V 

two  or  three  weeks  from  their  palling  from  un- 
der my  care,  were  again  reported  as  unwell,  and 
again  appeared  in  the  fick  room.  Their  fymp- 
toms,  and  their  fate  were  the  fame.  They  had 
a leucophlegmatic  look,  incipient  anafarca,  total 
proftration  of  appetite,  fcanty,  if  not  fufpended 
fecretion  of  urine,  fwelling  of  abdomen,  obfti- 
nate  conftipation,  naufea,  extreme  debility,  and 
feeble  pulfe. 

Alarmed  by  thefe  fymptoms,  I requefted 
Melfrs.  Alexander  and  George  Wood,  furgeons 
to  the  hofpital,  to  join  me  in  confultation.  Suit- 
able cordials  were  ordered,  and  purgative  me- 
dicines, of  appropriate  quality,  and  in  repeated 
dofes,  were  directed.  The  difeafe  in  all  the 
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three,  proceeded  with  a rapidity,  which  afford- 
ed little  farther  opportunity,  for  deliberation  or 
action.  The  ftomach  gave  way  ; all  food,  cor- 
dials, and  medicines,  were  rejected,  by  vomit- 
ing. The  watery  effufion  rapidly  filled  the 
cellular  membrane,  and  inundated  every  cavity. 
Within  lefs  than  thirty-fix  hours,  from  the 
recurrence  of  complaint,  the  boys  died,  labour- 
ing under  fymptoms,  denoting  afcites,  hydro- 
thorax, and  hydrocephalus.  This  termination 
was  altogether  new ; I had  never  feen  dropfy 
from  Scarlatina  fatal. 

In  confequence  of  this  event,  I approached 
the  Hofpital  for  many  days,  under  deep  anxi- 
ety ; becaufe  I was  confcious,  that  other  children 

p 

were,  at  the  time,  in  a fituation  which  might 
lead  to  the  fame  unfortunate  iffue. 

I continued  to  pay  unceafmg  attention  to  the 
alimentary  canal,  which  every  day’s  experience 
proved  to  be  much  difordered.  Strong  purga- 
tives were  given,  in  large  and  repeated  dofes, 
fometimes  twice  and  thrice  in  the  fame  day,  be- 
fore the  neceffary  evacuation  was  procured. 

In 
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In  fome  inftances,  the  colon,  hard,  and  diftend- 
ed,  could  be  traced  by  the  finger,  in  thofe 
places  where  it  approaches  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen. 

i 

, t f 

In  two  cafes,  general  fulnefs  of  the  belly, 
cedema  of  the  lower  extremities,  naufea,  retching, 
and  fcanty  fecretion  of  bloody-coloured  urine, 
ffiewed  themfelves.  In  thele,  Simulating  glyf- 
ters  fupported  and  promoted  the  efficacy  of  the 
purgatives,  and  enfured  a determination  down- 
wards ; without  which,  I am  Satisfied,  I ffiould 
have  had  to  regret  the  lofs  of  other  two  boys  : 
one  of  whom  had  taken,  within  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  a drachm  of  the  mafs  of  the 
aloetic  pill,  and  thirty  grains  of  the  fubmuriate 
of  mercury.  The  other,  when  danger  was  over, 
was  much  diflrefled,  by  affe&ion  of  the  mouth, 
and  bloody  ptyalifm,  the  confequence  of  the 
quantity  of  calomel  previoufly  given. 

✓ \ • • , 

For  greater  fecurity,  an  additional  apartment 
was  opened  for  convalefcents.  Here,  they  were 
feduloufiy  watched  ; purgative  medicines  were 
occafionally  employed,  to  fecure  and  eftabliffi 

a regular 
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a regular  ftate  of  the  belly  ; and  returning  ap- 
petite was  fatisfied  with  light  and  nourifhing 
food. 

I always  infpected  the  alvine  difcharge  of  the 
fick  ; the  quantity  of  which,  varying  in  confif- 
tence,  colour,  and  fetor,  daily  evacuated  during 
the  fever  by  each  boy,  was  aflonifhing  to  me. 

An  emetic  was  given  occafionally,  but  not 
generally,  on  the  approach  of  the  fever ; and 
towards  its  decline,  a moderate  quantity  of  wine 
was  allowed.  This  feemed  to  be  neceffary,  in 
a few  inftances  ; but  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
partiality,  the  practice  of  giving  it  was  general. 
Gargles,  compofed  of  port  wine,  diluted  with 
water,  or  of  vinegar  and  water,  fweetened  with 
honey  or  fugar,  were  alfo  employed  in  a few 
cafes ; as  were  faline  and  diaphoretic  mixtures. 
At  length,  under  this  management,  care  and 
anxiety  on  the  prefent  cccafion  came  to  a pe- 
riod, at  the  time  above-mentioned. 


James 
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James  Ritchie,  Soldier,  JEtat.  19.  Royal  Infir. 

Nov.  17th. 

1804. 

Feels  great  pain  and  difficulty  of  deglutition, 
the  internal  fauces  being  of  a deep  red  colour, 
and  the  tonfils  confiderably  fwelled,  with  a large 
greyifh  coloured  Hough  occupying  the  left  one ; 
complains  of  headach,  general  oppreffion  and 
debility.  Appetite  is  bad — pulfe  100 — Ikin  ve- 
ry hot — tongue  very  dry — thirfty — belly  How. 

He  was  attacked  with  thefe  fymptoms  four  days 
ago,  and  can  affign  no  caufe  for  his  com- 
plaints. 

Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Habeat  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Recipe — Acidi  muriatici  oxygenati  drach- 
mas duas, 

Aquae  fontanae  uncias  fedecim.  Sit 
miftura  in  loco  tenebrofo  fervan- 

* 

da,  cujus  fumat  unciam  unam  e 
cyatho  vitreo,  fecunda  quaque 
hora. 


Headach 
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Nov.  18th. 


— — - 20th. 


24th. 


25th. 


Headach,  ficknefs,  and  oppreffion  are  reliev- 
ed— tongue  lefs  parched — furface  lefs  pungent- 
Iy  hot — pulfe  about  100,  rather  feeble — Hate  of 
internal  fauces  as  defcribed,  with  difficult  deglu- 
tition— -countenance  pale — no  (tool. 

Recipe — Tin&uras  jalapae  drachmas  fex. 

Aquae  canellae  albas  drachmas  duas, 
Sacchari  drachmam  unam. 

Sit  hauflus  quam  primum  fumendus. 

Oleum  ammoniatum  cum  panno  laneo  fauci- 
bus  externis. 

Continuetur  acidum  muriaticum  oxygena- 
turn. 

One  eafy  flool — (kin  cool — pulfe  calm — coun- 
tenance lefs  pale — deglutition  more  free. 

Repetatur  hauftus  e tin&ura  jalapae. 

Continuetur  acidum  muriaticum  oxygena- 
turn. 

Affection  of  internal  fauces,  and  febrile  fymp- 
toms  gone — appetite  improves. 

Tongue  clean — Belly  regular. 

Intermittatur  acidum  muriaticum  oxygenatum. 

Continues 
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Continues  feeble — countenance  pale,  and  ex-  Hoy.  29th. 
preflive  of  languor. 

Habeat  mill  urge  corticis  cinchonse  aromaticas 
unciam  unam,  tertia  quaque  hora. 

Full  diet. 

Since  yefterday,  confiderable  oedema  has  oc-  Dec.  3ch 
curred.  By  account,  urine  has  been  in  natural 
quantity,  and  bowels  regular — pulfe  about  70. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  e jalapa  cum 
mercurio,  vefpere  repetendum  ; necnon  eras 
primo  mane,  ni  prius  foluta  fit  alvus. 

Intermittatur  miftura  cinchona. 

Three  (tools ; the  lad  of  natural  appear-  4th. 

ance — oedema  abated. 

Two  bolufies  taken. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  nier- 
curio. 

i 

No  (tool. 

Recipe — Sodse  tartarifatse  unciam  unam,  5th^ 

Infufi  fennse  uncias  duas, 

Decocti  furfuris  libram  unam. 

Sit  folutio  partitis  vicibus  fumenda. 

Fire 
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Dec.  6th.  Five  watery  ftools — oedema  continues,  rather 
aggravated,  with  confiderable  dyfpnoea,  particu-i 
larly  during  last  night — pulfe  60,  and  foft. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  duo-i 
decim, 

Pulveris  jalapae  drachmam  dimidiam, 

Simul  terantur  et  dividantur  in  dofes  quatuor 
aequales.  Sumat  unam  omni  trihoris. 

— ith.  Has  had  plentiful  alvine  difcharge,  of  natural 
appearance — urine  is  alfo  natural  and  abun- 
dant— oedema  feems  abated,  and  dyfpnoea  re- 
lieved— the  powders  taken — mouth  not  affed- 
ed. 

\ ; , . 

Repetantur  pulveres*  ut  hen  praefcripti,  eras 
mane. 

- — 8th.  Has  had  two  llools,  rather  fcanty — “dyfpnoea 

ftill  farther  relieved — one  powder  only  taken. 

Continuentur  pulveris  unus  omni  trihoris  fu- 
mendus. 

R ecipe — Sodae  tartarifatas  drachmas  fex, 

Infuft  fennae  uncias  duas. 

Aquae  fontanae  libram. 


Sit 
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Sit  miftura  tribus  vicibus  fumenda,  eras  ma- 
ne. 


Three  bolufies  taken — four  (tools — but  the  Dec.  9th. 
alvine  difeharge  on  the  whole  fcanty,  of  a green 
colour,  and  fetid — urine  fcanty,  of  a dark  and 
almoft  bloody  colour — oedema  continues — 
breathing  eafy — mouth  is  affe&ed. 

Repetatur  folutio  fodm  tartarifatae  ut  heri 
prmferipta,  quam  primum  ; eras  mane  iterum  re- 
petenda. 

* t , 

Sicknefs  and  vomiting  after  the  laft  dofeof  folu-  - — loth* 
tion  this  morning — alvine  difeharge  more  abun- 
dant and  natural — urine  alfo  in  greater  quantity 
and  more  natural — -oedema  abated. 

Juris  bovini  libram  unam,  indies* 

Bafon  of  tea  to  breakfaft. 

i - 

(Edema  (till  more  abated — feculent  difeharge, 

of  natural  quantity  and  appearance. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas,  omni  mane  et 
vefpere. 

Vini  rubri  uncias  o&o,  indies. 


Belly 


192  APPENDIX,  No.  III. 

Dec.  13th.  Belly  regular — oedema  gone,  and  counte- 
nance more  lively  than  hitherto. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  pilulae  aloeticse. 

16th.  Has  had  two  (tools  daily,  in  abundant  quan- 
tity, and  of  natural  appearance. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas  tantum  indies. 

24th.  Difmiffed  cured. 


James 
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William  Gordon,  iEtat.  22.  Royal  Infir. 

Feb.  11th. 

1805. 

Complains  of  pain  of  throat,  with  fome  diffi- 
culty of  deglutition — the  internal  fauces  are  of  a 
deep  red  colour — general  rednefs  of  furface — 
frequent  fcanty  (tools,  with  tenefmus — lofs  of 
appetite — pulfe  98 — tongue  loaded — thirdly — 

(kin  warm. 

Was  attacked  three  days  ago  with  general 
pains.  The  efflorefcence  appeared  yefterday. 

Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Habeat  tartritis  fodse  et  potaflse  drachmas 
fex, 

Infufi  fennse  uncias  duas, 

Ex  infufi  lini  unciis  fex,  duabus  vicibus  fu- 
mendas. 

Has  had  feveral  (fools — efflorefcence  faded — ...  12th. 

internal  fauces  relieved — pulfe  calm — tongue 
loaded — much  third  and  languor. 


N 
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Vefpere  habeat  hauflum  anodynum. 

Cras  mane  folutionem  catharticam,  ut  heri 
prsefcriptam. 

Decoctum  furfuris  tepidum,  ad  libitum. 

L3th.  Tongue  cleaner — febrile  fymptoms  and  erup- 
tion gone — a good  night — is  lefs  languid — pulfe 
calm — four  (tools. 

Vefpere  repetatur  hauftus  anodynus. 

14th.  A quiet  night — two  (tools  of  natural  appear- 
ance— free  of  complaint. 

Repetatur  hauftus  anodynus. 

Habeat  omni  mane  pulveris  radicis  rhsei  gra- 
na  o£to. 

One  (tool.  Convalefcent. 

Repetatur  hauftus  anodynus. 

Belly  regular — (tools  natural. 

Full  diet. 

Belly  open-— tongue  loaded. 


1 5 th. 


nth. 


23d. 


Habeat 
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Habeat  ipecacuanhae  fcrupulum  unum,  vef- 
pere. 

Hauftum  anodynum,  hora  fomni. 

No  vomiting — tongue  clean — purging  gone.  Feb.  24th. 
Difmiffed  cured.  — 28th. 


N 2 


Alexander 
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Royal  Infir.  ALEXANDER  CORNER,  JEtat.  7. 

Jan.  6th. 

‘ IS05. 

Complains  of  almoft  conftant  headach,  and 
occafional  vertigo — pain  of  abdomen,  with  fome 
tenfion  and  fwelling — the  pupils  appear  dilated 
— difturbed  fleep,  from  which  he  fometimes 
awakes  with  a loud  fcream — lofs  of  appetite— 
feeblenefs — pulfe  90 — Ikin  rather  hot — tongue 
moift — thirdly — belly  coflive— he  has  a Right 
excoriation  on  each  haunch,  from  lying  on  them 
long. 

The  above  fymptoms  have  been  prefent  three 
weeks,  and  fucceeded  a fever  which  was  accom- 
panied with  general  efflorefcence  of  furface  and 
fore  throat,  followed  by  defquamation  of  the 
cuticle  : during  the  fever  he  took  an  emetic. 

Two  days  ago  he  took  a dofe  of  fenna  and 
manna,  but  with  little  effect. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae  grana  fex, 

Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  tria. 

Sit  bolus  quam  primum  fumendus. 


/ 


N 


As 
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As  yet  no  (tool. 

Injiciantur  quam  primum  per  anum  enematis 
domeftici  uncise  06I0. 

Habeat  bolos  quatuor,  ut  heri  prasfcriptos  ; 
fumat  unum  omni  trihoris. 

Three  (tools,  dark  and  fetid — and  in  confi- 
derable  quantity  ; the  firft,  after  the  injection  ; 
the  fecond,  after  the  third  bolus  ; the  third,  this 
morning,  the  fourth  bolus  being  previoufly 
given — has  palled  a bad  night,  awaking  fudden- 
ly,  fcreaming,  from  Ihort  lleeps,  but  complains 
lefs  of  headach,  and  more  of  pain  of  abdomen 
— pupils  feem  to  polfefs  more  contra&ility — ap- 
petite indifferent — pulfe  SO,  and  foft. 

An  eafier  night,  fleep  being  of  longer  conti- 
nuance, he  awakes  lefs  fuddenly,  and  without 
fcreaming — by  his  account,  is  free  of  headach, 
but  complains  of  pain  of  abdomen — counte- 
nance at  prefent  pale  and  lefs  languid — pulfe 
towards  100,  and  feeble — a fetid,  fluid,  and 
dark-coloured  (tool — urine  in  fmall  quantity, 
and  high-coloured — little  food  tak:en. 

N 3 


Habeat 


10th. 


11th. 


198  APPENDIX,  No.  III. 

Habent  pulvcris  jalapas  compofiti  fcrupulum 
unurn  quain  primum ; eras  primo  mane  repe- 
tendum. 

A fmall  bafon  of  tea,  morning  and  evening. 

• • . " 

Countenance  more  florid,  and  expreflion 

' <*.•->  - . . «■ 

more  lively — pain  of  abdomen  gone — tongue 
clean — -pulfe  calm — furface  cool — two  flools, 
both  abundant,  and  of  more  natural  appearance 
and  odour — fome  food  taken,  and  feemingly  re- 
liflied — both  powders  given— a good  night. 

Repetatur  pulvis,  ut  heri  prseferiptus. 

•»  * * 

i , 

Free  and  full  feculent  difeharge,  and  he  com 

• ** 

tipues  free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  fecum  pulveres  jalapas  compofitos,  ut 

fupra  pnnfcriptos,  duodecim.  Signa,  one  to  be 

» • 

taken  daily. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


Katherine 
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Katherine  Stewart,  JEtat.  18.  Royal  In  Hr. 

Jan.  14th. 

1805. 

Complains  of  pain  of  back  and  of  loins — *oc- 
cafional  headach — vertigo,  with  uneafmefs  and 
fenfe  of  weight  at  the  epigastrium,  increafed  on 
preffure,  and  after  taking  food — pain  and  weak- 
nefs  of  knee-joints — ftrength  is  impaired — pulfe 
S4~ — Ikin  cool — tongue  rather  white — belly  flow 
— catamenia  have  not  appeared  for  three  months, 
at  which  time  they  were  fuddenly  fuppreflfed  by 
expofure  to  cold. 

Habeat  bolum  jalapae  compofitum. 

t 

One  (tool,  rather  fcanty,  fluid,  and  of  natural  ^ 

appearance — fymptoms  not  relieved. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  o£to. 

Sumat  dua>  quam  primum  ; et  deinde,  duas 
omni  trihoris.  Cras  mane  infufi  fennse  uncias 
duas,  ex  infufi  lini  unciis  o&o. 


Copious,  feculent  difcharge — headach,  verti- 
go, and  ftomachic  diftrefs  relieved — pain  of 

n 4 loins 


16th. 
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i 

loins  continues — remarks  a fwelling  and  fulnefs 
of  face — about  four  months  fince,  laboured  un- 
der fever,  which,  by  her  account,  feems  to  have 
been  Scarlatina  anginofa  ; fmce  when  fhe  has  ne- 
ver i ally  recovered  her  ufual  health. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnefise  drachmas  tres, 
Supertartritis  potalfse  drachmam, 
Infufi  fennss  unciam, 

Infufi  lini  uncias  octo. 

Sit  folutio  omni  mane  duabus  vicibus  fu- 
menda. 

Full  diet. 

18th.  A copious  alvine  difcharge,  of  greenifh  cp= 
lour — headach  continues  relieved — -pain  of  loins 
eafier — ftomachic  diltrefs  relieved — -fulnefs  of 
features  continues. 

Continuetur  folutio  fulphatis  magneliae. 

20th.  Copious  and  to  appearance  a natural  ftool — 
pain  of  loins  is  relieved — complains  Hill  of 
headach- — fulnefs  of  features  gone — urine  abun- 
dant— pulfe  calm. 

Continuetur  adhuc  fulphas  magnefiae. 

^ . . * V ' ) 

Headach 
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Headach  and  pain  of  loins  are  gone — alvine  Jan.  22d. 
difcharge  has  been  regular  and  full. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  inagnefise  uncias  tres, 

Supertartritis  potalfce  drachmas  fex, 

Mifce,  et  divide  in  dofes  o&o  sequales. 

Signentur — Laxative  powders,  one  to  be 
taken  diflolved  in  water  once  a day,  or  every 
two  days. 

Difmilfed  cured. 


APPENDIX. 


202 


Royal  Infir. 
Dec.  29th. 
1804. 
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CASES  OF  MARASMUS. 


Malcolm  Morrison,  iEtatis  5. 

Complains  of  pain  of  the  right  fide,  near 
the  falfe  ribs,  attended  by  a hard  dry  cough, 
pain  of  forehead,  and  lofs  of  appetite — pupils 
appear  dilated.  By  account,  awakes  frequently 
during  the  night  with  a fcream — is  frequently 
obferved  to  pick  his  nofe — feces  of  a gray  co- 
lour, and  clayey  confidence — urine  turbid  and 
fcanty — countenance  fallow — Ikin  hot — pulfe 
1 20,  and  weak — complaints  are,  by  account,  of 
three  weeks  (landing — has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Recipe 
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Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  decern, 

Sacchari  drachmam  dimidiam, 

Tere  intime  et  divide  in  dofes  quatuor. 

Sumat  unam  quaque  hora. 

Jufcaii  bovini  libram  unam,  indies. 

' 

Two  (tools,  of  the  appearance  of  that  de-  Dec.  soth. 
fcribed — general  fulnefs  of  abdomen — no  hard- 
nefs  obferved  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  pref- 
fure  on  which  does  not  feem  to  give  pain — 
fome  food  taken. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  tria, 

Sacchari, 

Jalapm,  utriufque  grana  fex. 

Sit  pulvis  eras  mane  fumendus. 

As  yet  no  (tool. 

Si  opus  fit  injiciatur  enema  domefticum  vef- 3ist. 

pere,  et  eras  repetatur  pulvis  fubmuriatis  hyd- 
rargyri. 

Copious  alvine  difeharge,  in  all  refpe&s  fimi-  Jan.  1st. 
lar  to  former  ones.  Confiderable  fulnefs  of  ab-  1S°D* 

* • V i ¥ *f  J . 1 

domen  continues,  but  pain  of  right  hypochon- 
drium and  fallownefs  gone — injection  not  given. 

Cras 
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Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis  e fubmuriate  hyd- 
rargyri,  cum  jalapa. 

A pretty  copious  clay-coloured,  and  fetid  (tool 
—food  taken. 

Repetatur  cras  mane  pulvis,  ut  heri  pre- 
fcriptus. 

Spontantenous  vomiting  this  morning  of 
the  contents  of  the  fiomach.  Fetid  and  clay- 

» v 

coloured,  but  more  fcanty  alvine  evacuation — 
indifferent  nights. 

Recipe — Tinchirse  jalapse, 

Syrupi  facchari,  utriufque  drachmas 

s' 

duas. 

Sit  hauflus  mane  et  vefpere  fumendus. 

Hauftui  vefpertino  inflillentur  tin&urae  the- 
baicas  guttse  decern. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  tres  indies. 

Has  palTed  an  eafier  night,  and  is  now  afleep 
— no  vomiting — no  (look 

Habeat  hauflum  e tinclura  jalapse  mane,  me* 
ridie,  et  vefpere,  cum  laudano  in  hauflu  vefper- 
tino, ut  heri  prefcriptum. 


A copious 
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A copious  dark-coloured  (tool — no  return  of  Jan.  5th. 
vomiting — a good  night — appetite  indifferent — 
but  he  appears  to  have  gained,  in  point  of 
ftrength. 

Continuentur  hauflus  ut  heri  prefcripti,  nec- 
non  vinum  et  jufculum  bovinum. 

/ 

No  ffool.  , 6th. 

Recipe — Carbonatis  magnefiae  fcrupulum 
unum, 

Supertartritis  potaffas, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  decem. 

Sit  pulvis,  omni  mane  fumendus. 

Continuentur  hauflus  cum  tin£lura  jalapse. 

Has  had  a copious  alvine  difcharge,  of  a clay-  — — "di. 
ifh  colour  and  confidence — abdomen  continues 
prominent  and  fomewhat  tenfe. 

Continuentur  medicamenta. 

Copious  and  dark-colcured  alvine  difcharge  — — 9th 
continues — that  fince  yefterday  more  watery  and 
fluid  than  hitherto — abdomen  lefs  prominent 
and  lefs  tenfe — pulfe  100,  and  feeble — appetite 
for  food  has  declined. 


Habeat 
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10th. 


11th. 


Habeat  vim  rubri, 

Aquae,  utriufque  uncias  tres  in  dies. 

Continuetur  pul  vis  carbonatis  magnefiae,  et 
fupertartritis  potaflfse — intermiffo  hauftu  e tinc- 
tura  jalapae. 

i 

i 

Two  (tools,  both  fcanty — but  of  more  natural 
appearance  than  hitherto,  and  lefs  fetid — confi- 
derable  fulnefs  of  abdomen,  without  pain — wine 
relifhed— -appetite  variable — pulfe  quick  and 
feeble. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  granaduo, 
Pulveris  jalapae, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  fex. 

Sit  pulvis,  vefpere  fumendus. 

Continuetur  pulvis  e carbonate  magnefiae, 
necnon  vinum. 

Fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues,  with  pain, 
particularly  during  night,  which  prevents  fleep 
— copious  alvine  discharge,  partly  fluid,  and 
partly  confident. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  o£to ; fumat  duas 
omni  trihoris. 


Recipe 
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Recipe — Tincturec  jalapse  drachmas  tres, 

Syrupi  drachmam  unam, 

Aquas  uncias  duas. 

Sit  hauftus  eras  primo  mane  fumendus. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

\ 

Intermittatur  pulvis  e carbonate  magnefise. 

Four  copious  fluid  {tools  of  more  natural  ap-  jan.  12th. 
pearance,  but  ttill  very  fetid — iulnefs  of  abdo- 
men diminifhed — pain  {till  continues,  prevent- 
ing deep  during  the  night — pills  rejected  by 
vomiting — pulfe  rather  quick. 

Repetatur  hauftus  e tinctura  jalapse,  eras 
mane. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

' 1 

Spontaneous  vomiting  of  contents  of  ftomach 13th. 

this  morning,  after  breakfaft — one  fetid  {tool, 
natural,  and  in  moderate  quantity — diltenfion 
and  pain  of  abdomen,  preventing  lleep,  {till 
continue — pulfe  feeble. 

Recipe — Magnefise  uftse  drachmam  unam, 

Mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  unciam 
dimidiam, 


Spiritus 
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Spiritus  lavendulas  compofiti  drach- 
mas duas, 

TinCturse  thebaicas  guttas  viginti, 
Aquae,  uncias  tres.  Mifce. 

Sumat  hujufce  mifturae  agitatae  unciam  dimi- 
diam,  fecunda  quaque  hora. 

Oblinatur  abdomen  linimenti  anodyni  pauxil- 
lo,  ter  vel  quater  indies,  et  circumdetur  panno 
laneo. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor  indies. 

#• 

Jan.  14th.  Has  had  a pretty  copious,  fluid  and  feculent 
alvine  difcharge,  accompanied  with  much  flatus 
— -paffed  a bad  night,  but  pain  of  abdomen,  and 
accompanying  tenfion,  for  the  prefent,  arejfub- 
fided — has  nearly  declined  all  nourifhment — the 
wine  has  been  taken  with  reluctance — mixture 
fparingly  given,  on  account  of  its  exciting 
retching. 

Pulfe  quick,  but  firmer. 

Recipe — Solutionis  affas  fetidas  unciam  unam. 
Aquas,  uncias  quinque. 

Sit  miftura,  ope  fiflulas  armatae,  per  anurn 
injicienda. 

Continuentur  alia  ut  heri. 

InjeCtion 
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Inje&ion,  after  being  retained  for  fome  time,  jan.  15th. 
was  returned,  accompanied  with  much  flatus 
and  feculent  evacuation.  This  laft,  fince  yefter- 
day,  has  been  copious,  nearly  of  natural  ap- 
pearance, but  containing  fomewhat,  refembling 
fcybala — food  has  been  taken — wine  relifhed, 
and  mixture  ufed — complains  lefs  of  pain  of 
abdomen,  fwelling  and  tenfion  of  which  are 
abated. 

Repetatur  enema  e folutione  afise  fetidas. 

Continuentur  alia. 

m 

Injection  retained  till  the  morning— difcharge  i6th. 

of  flatus  and  feculent  evacuation  has  been  lefs 
abundant,  but  tenfion  and  pain  of  abdomen, 
continue  relieved — food,  wine,  and  mixture, 
taken. 

* 

Continuentur  vinum  et  miftura  e magnefia. 

A little  beef  flake  to  dinner. 

i 

Three  flools,  copious,  and  of  clay-colour — 17th. 

belly  rather  tenfe — a good  night — appetite  con- 
tinues to  improve. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  miftura  e magnefia. 

t ' ' ' • 


0 


Copious 
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18th. 


20th. 


21st. 


24th. 


Copious  feculent  difcharge,  refembling  that 
which  has  been  voided  for  fome  days  pad — bel- 
ly lefs  tenfe,  and  lefs  pained — much  flatus  has 
been  voided — appetite  and  drength  are  improv- 
ed, and  looks  are  more  lively — injection  has  not 
been  given. 

Omiflo  enemate,  continuentur  alia. 

Daily  and  copious  alvine  difcharge,  partly 
fluid,  and  party  codive  as  formerly,  fomewhat 
refembling  fcybala,  but  now  of  more  natural 
appearance  and  odour — pain  and  tendon  of  ab- 
domen continue  to  abate — and  drength  to  im- 
prove. 

Continuentur  medicamenta. 

.1  :•  " ' *•  ***  **  'i-'  ‘ • • • . . • • 

Continuetur  vinum,  necnon  midura  e magne- 
da,  cujus  fumat  dimidium  tantum  indies. 

Belly  continues  regular — dools,  except  being 
fomewhat  of  a whitifli  colour,  natural — fome 
fulnefs  of  abdomen  remains,  but  pain  is  gone — 
quiet  nights — appetite  good — is  become  more 
attive,  and  more  lively. 

Intermittatur  vinum. 


Has 


MARASMUS. 


\ 


211 


Has  continued  convalefcent,  Jan.  28th. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapas  compofiti  unciam 
unam,  in  dofes  fedecim  dividendam  figna, 
one  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  a day  , fo  as  to 
preferve  a regular  date  of  the  bowels ; warmth 
of  furface  and  nourifhing  food,  recommended, 

Difmilfed  cured. 


O 2 
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TRADES  MAIDEN  HOSPITAL, 
September  25th,  1805. 

About  the  middle  of  Auguft  laft,  Euphemia 
Winter,  one  of  the  children  entertained  in  this 
Hofpital,  twelve  years  of  age,  complained  of 
fevere  headach,  ficknefs,  and  conftant  vomiting 
of  the  contents  of  the  ftomach.  Mr.  Wood, 
furgeon  of  the  Hofpital,  afked  me  to  vifit  her, 
which  I did  a few  days  after  the  appearance 
of  the  above  fymptoms.  She  was  confined  to 
bed.  She  appeared  to  be  languid ; her  eyes 
were  heavy,  but  fhe  was  ftrongly  fufceptible  of 
the  impreflion  of  light,  which  gave  her  much 
uneafinefs ; her  pulfe  was  feeble.  With  thefe 
fhe  laboured  under  proftration  of  appetite,  want 
of  fleep,  and  obftinate  coftivenefs. 

She  had  been  taking  pills  of  calomel  and 
rhubarb,  with  little  effedt  on  her  bowels ; but 
her  mouth  became  fore,  and  her  breath  acquir- 
ed the  mercurial  fetor. 

We  were  not  without  apprehenfions  for  the 

/ 

event  of  thefe  fymptoms,  which  feemed  to  us  to 

indicate 
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indicate  approaching  hydrocephalus.  We  put 
our  patient  on  a courfe  of  aloetic  pills,  of  which 
ten  grains  were  frequently  given  for  feveral 
days  together,  and  the  calomel  was  omitted.  The 
alvine  difcharge  became  more  copious  ; it  was 
peculiarly  fetid,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 
The  propenfity  to  vomit  having  fubfided  ; pow- 
der of  jalap  in  dofes  of  fifteen  grains,  repeated 
at  fhort  intervals,  was  fubftituted  for  the  aloetic 
pills. 

Under  this  courfe,  the  belly  became  more 
and  more  regular  ; till  at  Iaft  natural  motions 
were  procured  ; and  the  different  complaints 
gradually  abated.  In  four  weeks  from  the  firfl 
attack,  this  girl,  furnifhed  with  proper  purgative 
medicines,  went  to  the  country,  for  the  com- 
plete re-eftablifhment  of  her  health. 


o 5 
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The  following  letters,  from  Mr.  James  RulTel, 
Profeffor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  Univerfitv 

t « 

of  Edinburgh,  and  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell, 
reached  me  after  the  paper  on  Marafmus  was 
printed  off. 


My  dear  Sir, 


st.  Andrew’s  square. 
Septe?nber  18th,  1805. 


I fhall  be  happy  to  give  you  an  account 
of  the  cafe  of  my  daughter,  whom  you,  and 
Mr.  Benj.  Bell  did  me  the  favour  to  attend,  in 
fummer  1803.  The  child  was  then  about 
three  years  old.  and  had  been  falling  off  in  her 
health  fome  time  before  you  faw  her.  She  was 
then  pale  and  languid,  with  a quick  pulfe,  load- 
ed tongue,  and  impaired  appetite.  But  as  fhe 
was  reported  to  have  had  regular  and  daily  eva- 
cuation of  her  bowels,  none  of  thefe  fymptoms 
were  afcribed  to  coftivenefs.  Soon  after  you 
began  to  vifit,  however,  you  fufpecled  an  ac- 
cumulation 
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cumulation  of  feces,  to  be  the  chief  of  her  com- 
plaint, and  wifhed  to  treat  the  cafe,  according 
to  this  view.  But,  notwithftanding  every  proper 
remedy  was  employed  without  lofs  of  time,  fhe 
got  gradually  worfe  for  fome  days  ; till  at  laft 
flie  fhowed  lome  tendency  to  ftupor,  accompa- 
nied with  pain  in  her  head,  and  throbbing  of 

her  temples.  The  prefence  of  thefe  fymptoms 

. 

fuggefted  a fufpicicn  of  an  incipient  attack  of 
hydrocephalus,  which  made  fo  ftrong  an  impref- 
fion  upon  the  attendants,  that  leeches  were  ap- 
plied to  the  head,  and  the  blood  difcharged, 
produced  fome  temporary  relief.  Notwith- 
ftanding all  thefe  variations  in  the  fymptoms, 

. f • -r 

however,  you  kill  continued  fteady  to  your  ori- 
ginal opinion,  and  perfevered  in  the  practice  of 
giving  laxative  medicines.  Perfeverance  in  this 
plan,  gradually  unloaded  the  bowels,  from  a 
quantity  of  feculent  matter,  which  appeared  to 
have  been  lodged  for  a confiderable  time,  and 
procured  very  manifeft  relief.  From  the  time 
of  this  falutary  difcharge,  the  fymptoms  became 
daily  more  moderate,  till  at  laft  the  recovery 
was  complete. 

o 4 
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Upon  reviewing  all  the  circumftances  of  this 
cafe,  which  naturally  attracted  much  of  my  at- 
tention, I regard  it  as  a fatisfa&ory  illuftration 
of  your  opinion,  refpefting  the  effe£t  of  coftive- 
nefs,  in  exciting  much  diilrefs,  and  in  produc- 
ing fymptoms  which  counterfeit  difeafes,  that 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  a very  different 
origin.  I am 

With  much  refpeft, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Ever,  mofl  fincerely, 

i 

Yours,  &c. 

James  Russel, 

0 • f • • • » 

Dr.  James  Hamilton. 


Newington 
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NEWINGTON  HOUSE, 
September  20th,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  you  favoured  me  with  the  perufal  of  the 
manufcript,  which  you  are  about  to  publilh,  on 
the  utility  of  purgative  medicines  in  certain  dif- 

eafes  ; and  as  the  pra&ice,  which  you  inculcate 

* \ 

meets  with  my  approbation  ; 1 think  it  right  to 
communicate  to  you,  a remarkable  inftance  of 
the  good  effects  of  this  practice,  which  has  re- 
cently occurred  to  me,  in  one  of  the  molt  fatal 
difeafes  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

On  Wednefday,  the  4th  inllant,  I received 
an  anxious  call  from  a family  newly  arrived  at 
one  of  our  hotels,  from  the  diftance  of  forty 
miles,  with  their  eldelt  daughter,  a girl  of  about 
eight  years  of  age  ; who  had  become  unwell  on 
Saturday  the  24th  of  Augull  laft. 

Her  fymptoms,  when  I vilited  her,  were, 
fevere  headach,  greatly  aggravated  by  mo- 
tion. Pulfe  96,  and  irregular;  the  pupil  of  each 
eye,  was  more  dilated  than  in  health,  fcarcity  of 
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urine,  an  uncommon  drynefs  of  the  Ikin  ; and 
no  difcharge  from  the  nofe. 

All  the  remedies  that  are  commonly  ufed  in 
ordinary  cafes  of  headach  had  been  prt  cribed, 
without  any  advantage ; fuch ' as  the  local  dif- 
charge of  blood  by  leeches;  the  difcharge  pro- 
duced by  a blifter,  and  gentle  dofes  of  calomel 
and  jalap. 

The  fymptoms  being  aggravated  by  the  jour- 
ney ; I again  advifed  leeches  to  be  applied,  and 
a laxative  of  calomel  and  jalap  to  be  given  ; 
which  operated  properly,  and  afforded  relief. 
The  head  was  likewife  fhaved  ; but  the  cafe 
being  highly  important,  I ad\ifed  an  early  con- 
fultation,  which  being  agreed  to  by  the  family, 

Dr.  Monro,  fenior,  and  Mr.  James  Ruffel,  fur- 

» 

geon,  one  of  my  partners,  met  with  me,  ac- 
cordingly, next  morning.  The  opinion  adopted 
in  this  confultation,  was,  that  the  fymptoms 
were  thofe  of  hydrocephalus  internus.  We  di- 
rected a grain  of  calomel,  and  the  fame  quanti- 
ty of  the  powder  of  foxglove,  to  be  given  three 
times  a day ; a drachm  of  the  ftronger  mercu- 
rial 
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rial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  on  her  limbs,  evening 
and  morning  ; a bliller  to  be  applied  to  the 
crown  of  the  head  ; and  the  powder  of  betony 
to  be  ufed  as  fnuff,  in  order  to  excite  a difcnarge 
from  the  nofe. 

This  plan  was  continued,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  file  third  day,  the  gums  were  red  and  fwell- 
ed,  but  ftill  no  beneht  was  derived  from  the 
mercury.  The  pain  of  the  head  had  been  re- 
lieved by  the  leeches,  but  it  foon  became  as  vio- 
lent as  before  ; the  iris  was  in  a confiderable 
degree,  infenfible  to  the  ftimulus  of  light,  and 

the  pulfe  was  quick  and  irregular. 

. ...  * 

With  thefe  fymptoms,  (he  now  complained  of 
feverepain  in  her  bowels,  which  led  to  the  fufpi- 
cion,  of  their  being  opprefied  wdth  an  accumula- 
tion of  feces,  notwithlf  anding  the  laxatives  which 
had  already  been  given.  A full  dofe,  there- 
fore, of  an  infufion  of  fenna  was  exhibited,  on 
the  morning  of  the  9th  inftant.  Next  day,  we 
found  that  the  fenna  had  purged  brifldy,  not  lefs 
than  nine  times  ; and  at  every  motion,  that  a 
large  quantity  of  black  coloured  feces,  fully 

formed, 
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formed,  and  uncommonly  fetid,  had  been  dif- 
charged. 

Perceiving  that  fhe  was  relieved,  her  head 
being  lefs  pained,  and  the  pulfe  more  regular ; 
another  dofe  of  fenna  was  given,  early  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  11th  ; and  the  mercurial  medi- 
cines were  omitted.  This  dofe  alfo,  operated 
brilkly,  and  brought  off,  notwithflanding  the 
large  evacuations  of  the  preceding  day,  fix  or 
feven  copious  (tools,  all  of  them  uncommonly 
fetid,  and  of  a dark  colour.  She  fuffered  much 
from  (icknefs,  oppreffion,  and  gripes,  during  the 
operation  of  both  dofes  of  fenna ; but  immedi- 
ately after  the  laft  dofe,  every  fymptom  of  dif- 
eafe  vanilhed.  The  headach  was  felt  only  on 
quick  motion  ; her  eyes  recovered  their  natural 
appearance  ; her  pulfe  was  regular  ; and  (he  be- 
came equally  alert,  as  in  her  bed  health. 

t-  • • 

On  the  12th  (he  had  a third  dofe  of  fenna, 
not  however,  fo  ftrong  as  the  preceding  ones  ; 
but  neverthelefs  it  procured  three  or  four  (fools, 
lefs  fetid  than  the  former,  and  of  more  natural 
appearance. 


On 
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On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  our  patient  in- 
formed us,  that  fhe  was  cured  of  all  her  com- 
plaints. And  her  mother,  who  watched  her 
carefully  in  every  ftate  of  her  illnefs,  faid,  that 
ever  fmce  the  violent  purging,  produced  by  the 
fenna,  on  the  firfl  exhibition  of  it,  fhe,  as  well 
as.  the  fervants,  had  remarked,  that  a difagree- 
able  noife  which  took  place,  during  the  fleep  of 
our  patient  for  feveral  years,  and  which  was 
occafioned  by  the  grinding  of  the  teeth,  had 
ceafed. 

As  our  patient  continued  perfectly  well,  on 
the  1 7th  inftant  fhe  was  permitted  to  return  to 
the  country.  Her  mother  was  directed  to  give 
her  repeated  laxatives  for  fome  time,  to  prevent 
immediate  accumulation  of  the  feces ; and  to 
interpofe  them  on  any  occafion  in  future,  when 
the  {tools  appeared  to  be  unnatural,  or  not  fuffi- 
ciently  copious. 

I remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your’s,  faithfully, 

Benj.  Bell. 

Dr.  Hamilton, 

4,  Nicholfon’s  Street, 

Edinburgh. 


Thi 
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These  cafes,  from  Mr.  Ruffel  and  from  Mr. 
Bell  gentlemen  in  full  practice,  and  of  high 
profellional  refpectability,  are  fingularly  import- 
ant. The  practice  therein  fet  forth,  coincides 
with,  and  corroborates  the  fentiments  which  I 
entertain  refpecting  Marafmus,  as  inducing,  or 
as  connected  with  Hydrocephalus  Internus. — 
Stronger  and  more  decided  proofs  of  the  utili- 
ty of  purgatives,  given  in  thefe  inffances,  which 
had  fo  much  of  the  character  and  appearance  of 
hydrocephalus,  cannot  be  defired.  They  give 
a confidence  in  the  profecution  of  a iimple  prac- 
tice, which,  when  fully  eftablifhed,  as  I doubt 
not  it  will  be,  will  rob  this  fcourge  of  infancy, 
of  childhood,  and  early  youth,  of  much  of  the 
terror  which  its  dreaded  approach  has  hitherto 
been  wont  to  infpire,  by  removing  in  many  in- 
ftances  a tendency  to  a difeafe,  for  which,  when 
once  fully  formed,  we  are  without  a remedy. 
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CASES  OF  CHOREA. 


William  Sinclair,  i£tat.  10.  Royal  Infir. 

Aug.  2d. 

1802. 

Affe&ed  with  irregular  involuntary  motions 
of  the  fuperior  extremities,  and  occafionally 
with  a difeafed  a&ion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  face, 
producing  great  diftortion  in  the  expreffion  of 
the  features,  attended  with  flulhing  in  the  face, 
pain  in  the  occiput,  and  difficult  articulation. 

Although  he  cannot  hand  ere£t  without  being 
fupported,  yet  he  poffeffes  in  fome  degree  the 
command  over  the  inferior  extremities,  and  was 
obferved,  before  this  took  place,  to  drag  one 
leg  after  the  other,  tie  feems  much  debilitated 

— bell 
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Aug.  3d. 


5th. 


6 th. 


8 th. 


belly  is  fomewhat  tenfe  and  tumid — pulfe  about 
90,  rather  feeble — appetite  impaired — belly  re- 
gular, but  the  (tools  in  fmall  quantity.  He  was 
taken  ill  a fortnight  before  admiflion,  and  with- 
in thefe  few  days  the  fymptoms  have  become 
worfe.  Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Recipe — Mercurii  dulcis  grana  tria, 

Pulveris  jalapas  grana  decern. 

Fiat  pulvis,  eras  primo  mane  fumendus. 

The  (tools  of  yefterday  and  this  morning  are 
copious,  and  of  natural  appearance — belly  is 
lefs  tenfe — pulfe  calm — irregular  motions  and 
pain  of  occiput  continue,  but  he  walks  with 
more  (teadinefs. 

0 

Cras  repetatur  pulvis  e jalapa  cum  mercu- 
rio. 

One  feculent  (tool  fince  morning-  headach 
and  irregular  motions  nearly  the  fame — his  (tep 
is  (till  more  (teady  and  firm. 

Has  continued  convalefcent. 

Habeat 


s 
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Habeat  mercurii  dulcis  grana  decern, 

Sacchari  fcrupulos  duos. 

Intime  mifceantur  et  dividantur  in  dofes  o£lo. 
Signa — one  every  night. 

Difmifled  cured* 


P 


Elizabeth 
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Royal  Infir. 
Sept.  12th. 
1803. 


■■  13th. 


— — 14  th. 


i — ' — 15th. 


Elizabeth  Laurie,  iEtat*.  14* 

Is  affected  with  almoft  conftant  involuntary 

' i 

motions  of  the  left  arm.  The  mufcles  of  the 
face  are  alfo  involuntarily  contracted,  and  in 
walking  {he  is  obferved  to  drag  the  left  leg  after 
her — articulation  is  at  times  impeded — (kin  of 
natural  heat — pulfe  7 5— 1 belly,  by  account,  re- 
gular— has  laboured  under  this  complaint  two 
weeks  ; it  was  preceded  by  headach  and  fpon- 
taneous  vomiting.  She  has  ufed  fome  medi- 
cines, with  the  nature  of  which  Ihe  is  unac- 

\ 

acquainted. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  e jalapa  cum 
mercurio.  Sera  nodte,  ni  folvatur  alvus  enema, 
domefticum. 

Several  copious  feculent  but  fetid  (tools. 

Habeat  omni  nofte  pilulas  aloeticas  tres. 

One  (tool  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening.  In- 
voluntary motions  abated. 


Repetantur 
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Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticae,  vefpere ; et  fu- 
mat,  eras  mane,  infufi  fennae  uncias  tres. 

Has  had  free  pafiage  of  belly — flools  more  Sept*  16th. 
frequent,  but  flill  fetid — motions  more  (laid. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticae  et  infufum  fennse. 

Walks  with  increafmg  firmnefs  and  vigour  nth. 

—irregular  motions  of  left  arm  Continue — no 
flool. 

Habeat  quam  primum  hauflum  ex  oleo  ri- 
cini. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticae  et  infufum  fennae. 

Continuentur  pilulae  et  infufum,  ut  heri  prae«  * isth. 

feriptum. 

No  flool — involuntary  motion  of  left  arm  ag-  — ^ 19th. 
gravated. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  e jalapa  cum 
mercurio. 

Intermittantur  pilulae  aloeticae  et  infufum 
fennae. 

p 2 


'Confident 
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Sept.  20th.  Confident  fetid  bilious  ftool — reje&ed  the  bo- 
lus by  vomiting. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim ; fumat  duas  om- 
ni  quadrihoris. 


21st.  No  ftool. 

Continuentur  pilulas,  ut  heri. 

• # 

22d.  Paffage  of  belly  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday— 

motions  of  the  arm  more  fteady. 

Continuentur  pilulas,  ut  herb 


24th.  Belly  open — ftools  of  firm  confidence,  dark 

colour,  and  ftill  fetid — irregular  motions  ftill 
more  relieved. 

Continuentur  pilulas  aloeticas. 

26th.  No  ftool  fince  the  24th.  Pills  have  been  re- 
gularly taken. 

A 

Habeat  vefpere  enema  purgans ; et  eras 
mane  infufi  fennas  uncias  quatuor,  duabus  vi- 
cibus. 

Intermittantur  pilulae  aloeticas. 


Three 
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Three  natural  ftools. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapas  compofiti  uncias  duas 
— divide  in  dofes  fedecim.  Signa,  one  every 
morning. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


Sept.  27tli. 


Thomas 
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Royal  Infir.  THOMAS  WYLIE,  iEtat.  9. 

Dec.  28th. 

1803. 

Has  conftant  irregular  and  involuntary  mo- 
tions of  both  fuperior  and  inferior  extremities 
the  right  fide  feems  to  be  more  affe&ed  than 
the  left ; thefe  motions  continue  during  lleep ; 
when  he  walks,  he  has  the  appearance  of  drag- 
ging the  one  leg  after  the  other ; his  head  is  al- 
fo  occafionally  moved  involuntarily,  with  twitch- 
ings  in  the  mufcles  of  his  face,  and  fome  diffi- 
culty of  articulation.  Pulfe  natural— belly  open. 

* . - • 

Thefe  fymptoms  have  been  prefent  eight  days  $ 
the  right  fide  was  firfl  affedted.  He  has  ufed 
fome  calomel  powders. 

~ — 29th.  Several  fmall  dark-coloured  ftools  fince  ad- 

' : ' " ' ' ' . )■  1 . 1 ‘ • ■ - 

miffion. 

Habeat  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

30th.  But  a fcanty  feculent  difcharge,  preceded  by 
vomiting— much  third— tongue  white — involun- 
tary motions  continue  ; not  interrupted  during 
deep — appetite  indifferent — pulfe  feeble. 

. > i , . • - < ' 1 

Repetatur 
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Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Jufculi  bovini  libram,  indies. 

Two  (tools,  both  fcanty,  of  a pale  yellow 
c.olour  and  fomewhat  tough  confidence  ; invo- 
luntary motions  are  lefs  violent  and  difappear 
during  deep.  He  walks  more  (leadily. 

• i 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Two  (tools,  the  firfl  pretty  copious,  and 
much  refembling  thofe  of  yefterday — involun- 
tary' motions  more  abated — appetite  continues 
indifferent. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Involuntary  motions  more  abated,  and  move- 
ments more  fteady  and  firm— two  or  three  final} 
ftools,  of  a pale  colour. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas,  omni  trihorjs. 

Copious  feculent  difcharge,  of  natural  ap- 
pearance— eyes  more  lively,  and  countenance  of 
more  healthy  appearance — involuntary  mo- 
tions nearly  gone — appetite  improves — ten  pills 
taken. 

p 4 


Dec.  31st. 


Jan.  1st. 
1804. 


/ 

2d. 


3d. 


Continuentur 
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Continuentur  adhuc  pilulas  aloeticae  ufque- 
dum  iterum  plene  dejiciatur  alvus. 

4th.  Has  had  farther  copious,  and  to  appearance 
natural  aivine  difcharge— appetite  ftill  mending, 
and  involuntary  motions  fubfiding. 

Intermittantur  pilulse  aloeticas. 

A little  beef-lteak  to  dinner, 

7th.  Has  continued  convalefcent. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  viginti  quatuor.  Signa,  one 
or  two  every  night. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


David 
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David  Anderson,  iEtat.  8.  Rovd  Mr. 

Dec.  5tb. 
lSD4y 

Is  fubjeft  to  violent  irregular  and  involuntary 
motions  of  the  mircles  of  the  head,  eyes,  lower 
jaw,  abdomen,  both  fuperior  and  inferior  extre- 
mities, which  attack  him  by  fits,  at  inter  is  of 
two  or  three  hours,  and  are  from  ten  minutes  to 
an  hour  in  duration ; thefe  motions  fometimes 
appear  to  be  general,  at  other  times  they  are 
confined  to  the  head  and  lower  jaw,  producing 
gnafhing  of  the  teeth  ; at  other  times,  to  one  or 
both  of  the  fuperior  and  inferior  extremities ; 
and  fometimes  only  to  the  mufcles  of  the  abdo- 
men. By  account,  they  occafionally  terminate 
in  fopor.  During  lleep,  the  motions  ceafe,  and 
he  commonly  awakes  with  a fcream.  He  is 
much  debilitated  and  emaciated — complains  of 
pain  of  abdomen — appetite  not  impaired — (kin 

y 

cool — pulfe  120 — belly  by  account  regular. 

Aoout  a month  ago,  he  began  to  complain  of 
general  pains  and  uneafinefs,  with  flight  pain  of 
throat  and  of  the  lower  jaw  ; and  about  eight 

da  vs 
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days  ago  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a fit  fimilar 
to  thofe  defcribed  above,  beginning  with  a loud 
fcream,  and  lafting  about  four  hours — fuch 
have  continued  to  prevail  fince  that  time. 

His  head  has  been  lhaved,  and  vinegar  ap- 
plied to  it.  Took  a dofe  of  phyfic,  which  pro* 
duced  feveral  (tools  of  a greenifh  appearance 
and  fetid  fmell. 

Habeat  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Dec.  6th.  Refufed  the  bolus — jaw  is  at  prefent  fixed, 
and  general  fpafm  affects  the  body. 

Recipe— Submuriatis  hydrargyri  fcrupulum, 
Sacchari  albi  drachmam. 

Tere  intime,  et  divide  in  dofes  duodecim, 
quarum  fumat  unam,  omni  bihpris. 

Tth.  Trifmus  and  fpafm  were  of  Ihort  duration — 

involuntary  motion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  abdo- 
men and  of  the  lower  jaw  continue — one  rather 
coftive,  but  pretty  copious  fetid  and  green  (tool 
— ufes  little  food — eight  powders  taken. 

Repetantur  pulveres  e fubmuriate  hydrargyri, 
ut  heri  fumendi  ufque  dum  iterum  folvatur  al- 


vus. 


Habeat 
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Habeat  juris  bovini  libram, 

Seri  vinofi  libram  et  dimidiam,  indies. 

Irregular  motions  as  yefterday,  but  trifmus  Bee.  sth, 
and  fpafm  have  not  recurred — two  fcanty  {tools 
refembling  thofe  of  yefterday — puke  90,  of  mo- 
derate  ftrength — fourteen  powders  taken. 

Recipe — Tindturae  jalapee  unciam  et  dimi- 
diam, 

Syrupi  drachmas  fex, 

Aquas  uncias  duas. 

Sit  millura  cujus  porrigatur  uncia  dimidia, 
pmni  hora. 

Habeat  cerevifias  (Porter)  libram,  vice  feri  vi- 
nofi. 

» - . ! S 

f 

A 1 vine  aifeharge  has  been  fcanty,  and  of  a — — gfo 
dark  brown  colour — complains  {till  of  occafion- 
^1  pain  of  abdomen — Irregular  motions  in  ap- 
pearance nearly  the  fame,  but  Joy  account  lefs 

+ 

frequent,  lefs  violent,  and  of  fhorter  duration — 
has  taken  only  about  half  of  the  mixture,  and 
liouri  foment  is  almoft  entirely  declined — mouth 
does  not  appear  affected. 

TJtatur 


236 


APPENDIX,  No.  V. 


Utatur  bis  vel  ter  indies  balneo  tepido,  et  re- 
petatur  fubmurias  hydrargyri,  ut  fupra  praefcrip- 
tum. 

Dec.  10th.  Has  had  the  bath  twice,  which  he  bore  well 
— one  pretty  copious  confiftent  green-coloured 
and  fetid  ftool — feven  powders  taken — mouth 
fore  with  mercurial  fetor — has  taken  more  nour- 
ilhment — irregular  convulftve  motions  as  de- 
fcribed  yefterday. 

Continuetur  balneum  tepidum,  mane  et  vef- 
pere. 

Repetatur  miftura  cum  tindtura  jalapae,  ut  fu- 
pra praefcriptum. 

- — - nth.  One  dark-coloured  confiftent  fetid  and  rather 

fcanty  ftool  fince  yefterday — irregular  motions 
difappeared  during  the  whole  of  yefterday,  and 
at  prefent  affect  only  the  mufcles  moving  the 
head — pulfe  good — more  nourifhment  taken, 
but  he  has  refufed  altogether  the  laxative  mix- 
ture. 

' Continuetur  balneum.  Intermittatur  tindtura 
jalapae. 


Has 
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Has  had  two  {tools  of  more  natural  appear-  Dec.  12th. 
ance,  and  lefs  fetid  than  hitherto — irregular 
motions  continue,  but  are  ftill  lefs  frequent  and 
lefs  fevere — fpafm  refeinbling  tetanus,  by  ac- 
count, occurred  while  in  the  bath — continues 
to  take  food,  but  declines  the  beef-tea  and  por* 
ter. 

Recipe — Magnetise  uftse, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  drachmas  duas* 

Aquae  uncias  fex. 

Sit  miftura  partitis  vicibus  indies  porrigenda* 

Intermittantur  jufculum  bovinum,  cerevifia 
(Porter),  et  balneum  tepidum. 

A little  beaf-fteak  to  dinner. 

Has  taken  the  mixture  fparingly,  and  has  had  — 13  ' 
no  ftool — irregular  motions  confined  to  the 
mufcles  moving  the  head  and  lower  jaw,  and 
appear  to  be  fomewhat  under  command. 

Repetatur  miftura  e magnetia*  ut  heri  prae- 
fcripta. 

Mixture,  as  prefcribed,  has  been  nearly  taken  — i4tl^ 

— no  ftool — irregular  motions  as  laft  defcribed 
— mouth  continues  affe&ed. 


Vefpere 


r--* 
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* 

Dec.  15th. 


16th. 


17lh. 


Vefpere  injiciantur  per  anum  enematis  domfcft 
tici  uncias  decem. 

Imponatur  veficatorium  nuchas. 

Recipe — Tin&urae  jalapas, 

Aquas,  utriufque  unciam, 

Syrupi  unciam  dimidiam. 

Sumat  hujufce  unciam  dimidiam,  fubinde. 

Intermittatur  magnefia. 

A copious  feculent  alvine  difcharge,  of  more 
natural  appearance  and  fmell  than  hitherto' — 
motions  continue  more  moderate,  and  lefs  fre- 
quent in  their  attack^— appetite  is  improving — 
blifter  not  yet  moved,- 

Repetatur  tin&ura  jalaps,  ut  heri. 

« ' 

A pretty  copious,  coftive,  and  light-coloured 
ftool — blifter  anfwered  well — mouth  ftill  affect- 
ed,  and  irregular  motions  as  laft  deicribed. 

Repetatur  miftura  e tin&ura  jalapse,  ut  fupra 
prasfcripta. 

A copious  ftool,  fimilar  to  that  of  yefterday 
-^-irregular  involuntary  motions  by  account 

much 
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much  declined,  with  improving  appetite — mouth 
mends. 

Repetatur  miftura  e tin&ura  jalapae. 

Mixture  taken — a more  copious  and  clay-co-  Dec.  isth. 
loured  ftool  than  the  two  former. 

Repetatur  tin&ura  jalapae, 

Alvine  difcharge  copious,  confiftent,  and  clay-  i9tL- 

coloured— motions  continue  to  abate,  and  appe- 
tite ftill  to  improve. 

Gontinuetur  miftura  tin&urae  jalapae,  indies. 

b 

A ftool  yefterday,  fimilar  to  the  preceding  — — 21st; 
one — none  fince. 

Addantur  mifturae  tin&urae  jalapae  drach- 
. mae  duae. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor. 

* > ' 

A ftool  fimilar  to  thofe  lately  defcribed — irre- 22d. 

gular  motions  are  ftill  lefs  frequent  and  violent, 
not  without  fufpicion  of  their  being  occafionally 
induced  at  will — wine  is  relifhed. 


Gontinuetur 
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Continuetur  vinum  necnon  miftura  e tindura 
jalapas* 

Dec.  24th.  Alvirie  difcharge  in  abundant  quantity,  and 
now  of  natural  appearance — irregular  motions 
have  nearly,  if  not  altogether  ceafed— appetite 
continues  good,  and  general  health  is  im- 
proved. 

Continuetur  vinum,  necnon  miftura  e tindura 
jalapae  cum  tindurae  drachmis  fex  tantum. 

— — 25th.  Continues  convalefcent — alvine  difcharge  is 

abundant  and  natural. 

Habeat  tindurae  jalapae  uncias  duas.  Signa, 

Laxative  tindure,  from  two  to  three  fpoonfuls 
daily. 

Difmifled  cured. 


This  cafe,  obftinate  and  protraded,  yielded  at 
length  to  the  efficacy  of  the  purgative? ; al- 
though, from  the  extreme  puny  and  debile  ftate 

of 


I 


) 
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of  the  child,  they  might  have  been  fuppofed  to 
have  been  improper.  The  danger  was  great, 
from  the  weaknefs  of  my  patient,  as  well  as 
from  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms ; but  I was 
not  deterred  from  employing  the  only  remedies 
that  I knew  could  fave  him, 


Q 
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.Edinburgh,  AnNE  Ross,  iEtatis  10. 

March  2d. 

Of  the  annexed  date,  I vifited  this  girl. 

• She  had  a pale  complexion,  a dull  eye,  a va- 

cant expreflion  of  countenance.  After  previous 
•bad  health,  fhe  had  laboured,  for  fix  weeks,  un- 
der involuntary  motions  of  the  mufcles  moving 
the  trunk  of  the  body,  and  the  fuperior  and  in- 
ferior extremities,  which,  although  flight  in  the 
beginning,  had  now  become  violent  and  irregu- 
lar, and  did  not  ceafe  altogether,  during  deep. 
She  could  not  articulate — mufcular  flefli  was 
Ioofe,  but  not  wafted — abdomen  was  hard  and 
prominent — appetite  was  keener  than  when  in 
health  ; and  her  belly  was  laid  to  be  regular. 

Sumat  maffae  pilularum  aloeticarum  grana 
quindecim,  omni  trihorio. 

3d.  Forty  five  grains  of  the  above  mafs,  taken. 

One  copious,  confident,  dark-coloured  ftooh 

Continuentur  pilulse'aloeticse. 

Light  nourifhing  diet  to  be  ufed. 

tjj  Fifty  grains  of  the  aloetic  mafs  have  been 

taken. 

3 , Fifty 
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.v  Uu. 

One  (tool,  confiding  of  many  fcibula  float- 
ing in  a dark-coloured  fetid  fluid,  has  beenpafled. 

Continuentur  pilulae  aloeticae. 

I found  the  involuntary  motions  as  defcribed,  March  5th. 

*■  * 

but  was  informed  that  they  had  been  lefs  violent 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  afternoon. 

Swelling  and  hardnefs  of  abdomen  fomewhat 
fubfided — a fcanty  alvine  difcharge  has  taken 
place.  The  dool  was  fluid,  and  approaching 
the  natural  appearance — forty-five  grains  of  the 
aloetic  mafs  have  been  taken. 

Continuetur  pilulae  aloeticse. 

Forty  grains  of  the  aloetic  mafs  have  been  — ■ ~ 6th. 
taken— one  flool  rather  fluid,  but,  in  refpeft  of 
appearance,  more  natural  han  hitherto — appetite 
dill  keen  — involuntary  motions  ceafed  laft 
night,  during  fleep. 

Recipe — Gummi  aloes  drachmam  unam, 

Calomelanos, 

Saponis,  fmgulorum  fcrupulum  unum, 

Mucilaginis  gummi  arabicae  quantum 
fatis  fit,  ut  fiat  mafia,  quam  divide  in  pilulaa 
viginti  asquales,  quarum  fumat  duas  omni  biho- 
rio  ad  quintain  vicem. 

Q 2 
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— — 7th,  Fourteen  pills  taken — one  copious,  confident* 

dark,  and  fetid  (tool — an  eafy  night — motions 
fufpended  during  deep  are  weaker  and  more 
regular  this  morning. 

Sumat  quid  reliqui  fit  pilularum  heri  pras- 
fcriptarum* 

i 

stli.  The  fix  pills  taken — two  (tools  of  dark  co- 
lour, and  in  part  of  a clayey  confidence,  adher- 
ing to  the  fidevS  of  the  containing  velfel — eye  is 
more  languid,  and  cheeks  paler  than  ufual.  She 
cannot  as  yet  articulate — an  eafy  night  without 
motion — mouth  fomewhat  pained  with  mercuri- 
al fetor  of  the  breath. 

I 

Recipe — Foliorum  fennas  drachmas  tres, 
Cremoris  tartari, 

Extrafti  glycirrhizas,  fingulorum 
drachmam  unam. 

Infunde  per  horam  in  aquas  fervidas  unciis 
duodecim. 

Sumat  infufi  colati  quartam  partem  omni 
bihorio. 

Habeat  cyathum  unum  vel  alterum  vini, 
(Port,) 'indies. 


r 


Alvinc 
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Alvine  difcharge  fimilar  to  the  lad;,  but  more 
copious — a quiet  night. 

Recipe — Calomelanos  grana  fex, 

Pulveris  jalapae, 

Saponis,  fingulorum  grana  decern, 
Mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  quan- 
tum fatis  fit,  ut  fiant  pilulce  fex  vefpere  fu- 
mendae. 

Recipe — Sodas  tartarifatae  drachmas  quatuor, 
Foliorum  fennae  drachmas  duas, 
Extra&i  glycirrhizae  drachmani 
unam. 

Aquae  fervidae  uncias  duodecim. 

Fiat  infufum,  eras  mane,  quatuor  vicibus 
fumendum — Continuetur  vinum. 

Pills  taken — vomiting  fucceeded  the  third 
dofe  of  the  infufion,  on  account  of  which  it  was 
intermitted. 

One  fluid  fetid  dark  green-coloured  (tool,  ac- 
companied with  much  flatus — fulnefs  of  abdo- 
men more  fubfided — eyes  more  lively,  and  fome 
colour  in  the  cheek — a good  night — mouth 
eafler. 

Q 3 


March  9th 


10th 


Continuetur 


March  11th. 


12th. 
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Continuetur  vinum  ; et  vefpere  fumat  quid  re- 
liqui  fit  infufi. 

Infufion  not  taken — no  ftool — an  indifferent 
night.  She  feems,  by  description,  to  have  la- 
boured for  a fhort  time,  under  general  rigidity 
— and  has  been  given  to  involuntary  laughter — 
involuntary  motions  more  violent  at  times — * 
food  taken. 

Recipe — Gambogise  fcrupulum  unum, 
Saponis  grana  decern, 

Mucilaginis  gum  mi  arabici  quam 
turn  fatis  fit,  ut  hartt  pilulae  octo. 

Sumat  duas  omni  bihoris,  et  vefpere  quid  reli- 
qui  fit  infufi  fennas. 

Continuetur  vinum.  1 

Being  Sickened  by  the  pills,  four  of  them 
only  were  given,  and  the  infufion  was  not  given 
— fhe  is  much  as  yefterday  ; but  the  rigidity  and 
involuntary  laughter  have  not  recurred — no  ftool. 

Recipe—  Tiri&une  jalapse  uncias  duas;  cu- 
jus  fumat  quantum  capiat  cochleare  parvum,  ex 
aqua,  omni  hora. 

Continuetur  vinum'. 


Two 
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Two  thirds  of  the  tin&ure  taken — a fluid  March  i?,th 
ftool  more  natural  than  hitherto — no  ficknefs — 
a quiet  night — motions  lefs  frequent  and  lefs 
violent. 

Recipe — Calomelanos  grana  fex, 

Pulveris  jakpae  grana  duodeciin, 

Fiat  pulvis,  vefpere  fumendus. 

Recipe — Foliorum  fennae,  drachmas  tres, 

Extracti  glycirrhizse  drachmam. 

Infunde  in  aquas  fervidas  unciis  duodecim, 
quarum  fumat  quartam  partem  omni  hora  eras 
jnane. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

/ • 

A quiet  night ; under  greater  involuntary  agi — 1 4th. 

tation  than  yefterday — gripes  and  vomiting  fuc- 
ceeded  the  third  dofe  of  the  infufion — a copious 
flool  of  a light-green  colour,  fluid  and  fetid. 

Repetatur  pulvis,  ut  heri  ; et  eras  mane  fu- 
mat quid  rehqui  fit  infufi. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

i 

A copious,  partly  fluid,  green-coloured,  and 

highly  fetid  ftool — flight  naufea  after  the  infu- 

o 4 lion 


i5tb. 
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Jion  an  indifferent  night— motions  : continue 
violent— food  taken. 

Recipe— Saponis, 

Aloes,  utriufque  drachmam,  forma 
in  pilulas  triginta,  quarum  fumat 
duas  omni  hora. 

flabeat  enema  quod  domi  parari  folet,  vef- 
pere. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

AlarcJi  16th,  A better  night — fcanty  evacuation  after  the 
injection  a copious  feculent  one  this  morning 
■ motions  lefs  violent, 

Contmuentur  pilulas  ut  heri,  et  vinum. 

Repetatur  enema,  et  fumat  phofphatis  fodas, 
drachmas  duas  e jufculo  bovino,  omni  trihorio. 

% 

1 nh.  1 he  remaining  ten  pills,  and  an  ounce  and  a 
half  of  the  phofphat  of  foda  have  been  taken— 
injection  not  well  received— one  fcanty,  feculent 
Itool— an  eafy  night— fulnefs  of  abdomen  con-  . 
nnues,  and  motions  are  lefs  violent. 

Sumat  mafias  pilularum  ex  aloe  cum  colocyn- 
thide  grana  duodecim,  omni  trihorio. 

Q 4 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur  enema. 

Continuentur  phofphas  fodae  et  vinum. 

Half  a drachm  of  the  above  mafs,  and  half  March  18th 
an  ounce  of  phofphas  fodae  taken— inje&ion 
better  received-a  large  feculent  ftooI,in  confif- 

tence  approaching  to  coflive,  has  been  palfed 

a reftlefs  night — motions  lefs  violent,  and  arti- 
culation at  times  diftina=— abdomen  hill  full. 

Continuentur  pilule,  phofphas  fodag  enema, 
et  vinum  ut  heri. 

Habeat  tin&urae  opii  guttas  duodecim,  vefpere. 

One  fcruple  of  the  mafs  of  pills,  and  an  ounce  ml, 

and  a half  of  phofphas  fodte  have  been  taken— 
mjedhon  retained  for  feme  time— a ftool,  copi- 
ous as  that  of  yefterday— flept  during  the  fort 
part  of  the  night— reftlefs  with  much  agitation, 
in  the  morning,  but  at  eleven,  A.  M.  more 
calm,  and  motions  lefs  violent. 

Continuentur  piluke,  phofphas fodte,  enema  et 
vinum. 

Omittatur  tin&ura  opii. 


A refllefs 

1 
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2oth.  A reftlefs  night — involuntary  motions  more 
violent  ; but  countenance  clear,  and  eyes  lively 
— fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues — feculent  dif- 
charge  of  more  natural  appearance,  but  more 
fcanty. 

Sumat  tartritis  potaifm  et  fodse  unciam  unam 
e jufculo  bovino  parti tis  vicibus. 

Omittantur  enema,  pilulse  ex  aloe  cum  co- 
locynthide,  et  phofphas  fodas. 

1st.  A better  night — motions  more  ftaid — a copi- 
ous alvine  evacuation  fomewhat  coftive  fulnefs 
of  abdomen  not  diminifhed — food  and  wine 

taken. 

Capiat  tres  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane,  ut 
die  menfis  fexta  prseferiptum  eft, 

Continuetur  vinum, 

* 

Repetatur  tartris  potaftse  et  fodae,  ut  heri. 

Nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  yefterday. 
Continuentur  pilulas,  tartris  potaffte  et  fod32 

et  vinum,  ut  heri. 

A reftlefs  night — motions  more  irregular  and 

violent — a fcanty  and  unnatural  ftool — fulnefs  of 

abdomen 
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abdomen  continues — looks  improve — but  fhe 
appears  to  be  thinner,  and  mufcular  flefh  to  be 
more  flaccid. 

Capiat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane,  duas 
omni  bihcrio — necnon  tartritis  potaffae  et  fodac 
unciam  unam,  e jufculo  bovino  partitis  vicibus. 

An  indifferent  night,  but  motions  more  flaid.  March  24th 
Fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues — a copious  al- 
vine  difcharge,  partly  of  a natural,  and  partly  of 
a clayey  tough  confidence — fix  pills  and  the  Ro- 
chelle falts  taken. 

Sumat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane,  tres  om- 
ni bihorio  ad  tertiam  vicem — necnon  tartritis  po- 
tafke  et  fodse  unciam  unam,  e jure  bovino  par- 
titis vicibus. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

A better  night- — motions  more  (laid,  ceafe  25tha 

now  altogether  during  fleep — articulation  im- 
proves, and  looks  continue  lively — fulnefs  of 
lower  abdomen  unchanged — a copious  alvine 
difcharge,  feces  are  more  natural,  hard,  and  in 
detached  pieces,  fomething  refembling  fcibula. 

Sumat 
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Sumat  omni  bihorio  maflae  pilularum  ex  aloe 
et  colocynthicle  grana  oclo. 

Repetatur  tartritis  potaflas  et  fodge  uncia  una. 

Continuetur  yinum — oinittantur  pilulae  ex  aloe 
et  calomelane. 

March  26th.  A good  night — involuntary  motions  and  ful- 
nefs  of  abdomen,  as  lafl  deferibed — feventy 
grains  of  the  pills,  and  the  Rochelle  falts  taken. 

Copious  fluid  alvine  difeharge. 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti,  fcrupulum 
unum  omni  trihorio. 

Repetatur  tartris  potaflas  et  fodae,  necnoix 
vinum. 

Omittantur  pilulae  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide. 

- — Three  dofes  of  the  powder,  and  the  ounce  of 

Rocheliefalts  taken — copious  evacuation  of  feces, 
of  natural  appearance,  and  for  the  firfh  time,  of 
natural  form — a good  night,  with  much  refrefh- 
ing  fleep — involuntary  motions  lefs  violent  than  1 
hitherto. 

Repetatur  pulvis  jalapae  compofitus,  necnon 
tartris  potaflas  et  fodae  ut  heri — continuetur 
vinum. 

A good 


CHOREA. 


2 53 


A good  night — motions  {till  lefs  violent — March  28th. 
looks  are  cheerful — a copious,  natural,  and 
well-formed  alvine  difcharge. 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapse  compofiti  fcrupulos 
duos,  ter  indies—  necnon  tartritis  potaffae  et 
fodae  unciam  et  dimidiam,  e jure  bovino  partitis 
vicibus.  Continuetur  vinum. 

Jalap  and  Rochelle  falts  taken — a quiet  night 29th, 

— motions  as  yelterday — a natural,  but  a lefs 
formed,  and  lefs  copious  alvine  difcharge. 

Recipe — Pulveris  jalapae  compofiti,  drachmas 
duas,  in  dofes  tres  divifas, 

Sumat  unam  llatim,  et  alteram  vefpere;  nec- 
non tartritis  potaffae  et  fodae,  drachmas  fex,  e 
jure  bovino,  interdiu. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

In  refpedt  of  fle^p,  motions,  and  alvine  eva- soth. 

cuations,  as  yelterday — appears  to  lofe  flefh, 
and  looks  are  more  wan — articulation  does  not 
improve. 

Recipe- — Pulveris  jalapae  drachmam  unam, 

Divide  in  dofes  fex,  quarum  fumat 
unam  omni  bihorio. 

Sumat 


I 


APPENDIX,.  No.  V. 


Sumat  etiam  tartritis  potafTae  et  fodae  drach- 
mas fex  e jufculo  bo  vino. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

Omittatur  pulvis  jalapae  compofitus. 

jvlarcli  2ist.  Medicines,  wine,  and  full  nourifhment  taken 
— wan  looks  and  enfeebled  date,  continue — a 
good  night,  much  quiet  Deep — motions  weaker, 
and  more  under  command,  than  hitherto — a 
very  copious  alvine  evacuation,  in  part  coftive, 
and  not  fo  natural  in  appearance  as  late  ones. 

Recipe — Pulveris  jalapae,  drachmam  unam 
et  dimidiam  in  doles  fex  divifam  $ 
fumat  unam  omni  bihorio. 

# 

Repetatur  tartris  potafTae  et  fodae  ut  fupra* 
et  continuetur  vinum. 

April  1st.  The  falts,  and  five  dofes  of  the  powder  taken 
- — alvine  difcharge  and  fymptoms,  as  yeflerday* 

Repetatur  pulvis  jalapae,  necnon  tartris  po^ 
taffae  et  fodae.  Continuetur  vinum. 

r* — 2d.  Salts  and  five  powders  taken — countenance 

. frefh — looks  lively — motions  flill  more  under 
command. 


Recipe 
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Recipe — Pulveris  jalapae,  drachmas  duas  ; 

Divide  in  dofes  fex,  fumat  unam 
quater  indies. 

Repetatur  tartris  potaflae  et  fodae* 

Continuetur  vinum. 

The  falts  and  five  powders  taken — copious,  April  sd. 
feculent,  confident,  and  natural  al vine  difcharge. 

Contimientur  vinum  et  pulvis  jalapae,  ut  heri. 

Omittatur  tartris  potaflae  et  fodae. 

Five  powders  taken — alvine  evacuation  as  yef- 4th. 

terday — a quiet  night,  refrefhing  fleep — fhe 
walks  with  a heady,  but  rather  feeble  gait— in- 
voluntary motions,  but  to  no  extent,  of  the  fupe- 
rior  extremities  continue,  thofe  of  the  trunk  of 
the  body  are  gone — fulnefs  of  abdomen  almoft 
fubfided. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae,  fcrupulum  unum  ter 
indies.  Intermittatur  vinum. 

Multum  apricetur,  ccelo,  nunc  temporis,  be- 
nigno  exiflente. 

Four  fcruples  of  the  powder  of  jalap  taken  ; 5tk 

ficknefs  and  flight  vomiting — natural  alvine  eva- 
cuation 
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cuation — fulnefs  of  abdomen  gone — motions  re- 
gular and  voluntary — power  of  articulation 
much  recovered — looks  lively  ; (he  enjoyed  the 
open  air  much,  and  fhe  walked  a little. 

Sumat  omni  mane,  pulveris  jalapae  fcrupu- 
lum  unum. 

April  9th.  Eyes  clear — countenance  expreffive  of  viva- 
city— power  of  articulation  recovered — motions 
regular  and  voluntary — daily  alvine  evacuation 
in  full  quantity — (tools  are  ormed,  confident, 
and  in  all  refpe&s  natural. 

Sumat  omni  mane,  pulveris  jalapae  grana  de- 
cern. 

. 17th.  Finding  my  patient  fully  convalefced,  the  bel- 

ly regular,  the  feces  formed,  and  of  natural  ap- 
pearance, I recommended  exercife  in  the  open 
air,  frefh  vegetables  in  diet ; and  I intimated, 
that  I ceafed  to  take  farther  charge. 


On  the  eighth  day  of  the  following  month, 
(May)  I palled  near  to  the  houfe  where  my  late 

patient, 
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patient,  Ann  Rofs  lived.  Curiofity  led  me  to 
enquire  for  her.  She  was  employed  in  work  ; 
{he  was  abundantly  mufcular  and  active,  and  the 
approached  me  in  a cheerful,  playful  manner. 

» * f j*  * * 

This  has  proved  the  moil  protra&ed  cafe  of 
Chorea,  under  the  treatment  by  purgatives,  that 
has  occurred  to  me  ; which  may  be  owing,  in 
part,  to  the  duration  of  the  complaint,  before  I 
faw  the  patient,  and  in  part,  to  her  fex.  The 
ftrong  and  repeated  purgatives  that  were  given* 
are  a proof  that  the  conftipation  was  great ; and 
the  almoft  daily  alvine  evacuation,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  {tools,  (hew  the  accumulation  of  fe- 
culent matter,  to  have  been  abundant  and  often- 
five.  My  directions  in  the  condudt  of  this  cafe, 
were  faithfully  complied  with,  by  an  anxious 
and  fenfible  mother,  whom  I encouraged  to 
perfevere  in  the  exhibition  of  purgatives,  by 
pofitive  affurances,  that  a perfect  recovery  was 
to  be  obtained, — while  my  little  patient  was  en- 
ticed to  compliance*  by  occafional  prefents,  fuit- 
ed  to  her  time  of  life. 


K 
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Elizabeth  Webster,  JEtat.  9. 

Royal  Tnfir. 

April  25th. 

1805.  Is  fubject  to  conftant  irregular  and  involun- 
tary motions  of  both  the  fuperior  and  inferior 
extremities  ; but  the  left  arm  and  leg  appear 
lefs  affected  than  the  right.  The  trunk  of  the 
body  is  alfo  frequently  affected  by  thefe  irregu- 
lar motions,  and  there  is  conftant  grinding  of 
the  teeth  during  fleep,  when  thefe  motions  are 
fufpended,  and  fhe  appears  calm  and  eafy. 

This  complaint  has  exifted  for  about  five 
weeks,  and  fince  the  2d  of  April  fhe  has  been 
under  a regular  courfe  of  purgative  medicines, 
which  have  had  various  effects,  but  have  given 
no  relief  of  fymptoms — had  two  fpoiled  teeth 
extracted,  and  on  the  22d  inflant  fhe  paffed  a 
worm  of  the  Lumbricus  kind,  about  ten  inches 
in  length — her  appetite  is  good,  and  food  is  re- 
lifhed— her  abdomen  is  foft,  without  fulnefs — 
power  of  articulation  nearly  fufpended. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  drachmam 
dimidiam, 

Sacchari  albi  drachmajn  unam. 

Optime 
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Optime  terantur,  et  in  pulveres  decern  aequa- 
les  dividantur.  Sumat  unum  omni  bihorio  ad 
quintam  vicem. 

Recipe — Tartritis  fodse  et  potaflse  drachmas 
fex, 

Jufculi  bovini  libram  unam. 

Sit  folutio  partitis  vicibus  forbenda. 

« -Jt  i - » . L 

A rather  fcanty  alvine  evacuation,  fluid,  part-  27th 
ly  of  natural  appearance,  and  partly  of  a green- 
ifli  colour,  not  fetid — has  pafled  a bad  night, 
with  but  little  fleep — five  of  the  powders,  and 
about  half  of  the  beef-tea  taken.  j 

Continuetur  fubmurias  hydrargyri,  ut  heri. 

Recipe — Tin&uras  jalapas, 

Syrupi,  utriufque  drachmas  ti'es. 

Aquas  unciam  una*i. 

Sit  hauftus  eras  mane  fuinendus. 

Intermittatur  tartris  fodse  et  potaflse. 

Has  had  three  {tools,  of  a deep  green  colour 28th 

and  fetid ; the  difeharge  upon  the  whole  is 
fcanty — has  pafled  a better  night,  and  this 
morning  the  involuntary  motion?  are  lefs  gene- 

r 2 ral 
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rah  and  lefs  violent — vomiting  fucceeded  the 
firft  dofe  of  the  mixture — five  powders  taken. 

Recipe—  Pulveris  radicis  jalapae, 

Sacchari  rubri,  utriufque  drachmam 
unam, 

Tere  intime  et  divide  in  dofes  duodecim. 

Sumat  unam  fecunda  vel  tertia  quaque  hora  $ 
fupra  prsefcriptis  omillis. 

April  29th.  Has  palled  a quiet  night,  enjoying  foft  deep — 
has  had  ten  (tools  ; the  feces  upon  the  whole 
are  abundant,  of  a light  greenifh  colour,  partly 
fluid,  and  partly  fomewhat  in  feparate  knots, 
approaching  in  appearance  to  fcybala ; thefe 
evacuations  are  highly  fetid — the  convulfive 
mptions  are  ftill  more  flayed  and  lefs  violent — 
nine  powders,  taken  without  reluctance,  have 
been  given. 

Continuetur  pul  vis  jalapas  ut  heri  praefcrip- 
turn. 

30th.  Alvine  difcharge,  in  refpeCt  of  quantity,  can- 
not be  afcertained,  feces  having  been  voided 
without  notice  in  bed ; but  on  the  whole  they  have 
not  been  fo  abundant  as  yefterday  $ they  are  of 

a 
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a lighter  colour  and  fetid — involuntary  motions 
{till  lefs  violent — appetite  for  food  abates — 
thirfty — articulation  flill  fufpended,  and  deglu- 
tition is  difficult 

r 1 

Habeat  vini  rubri, 

Aquae,  utriufque  uncias  fex. 

Sumat  unciam,  fubinde. 

Four  fetid  ftools,  but  rather  of  more  natural  May  1st. 
appearance,  fince  yefterday  ; evacuation  on  the 
whole  copious,  has  been  voided  without  notice 
—abdomen  feems  more  diftended — involuntary 
motions  ftill  abate — pulfe  is  feeble,  and  looks 
are  rather  languid,  and  mufcular  fleftt  apparent- 
ly wafted — appetite  ftill  indifferent — eight  pow- 
ders taken,  and  wine  reliffied. 

Habeat  jufculi  bo  vini  libram  et  dimidiam,  in- 
dies. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  tria. 

Sit  pulvis  vefpere  porrigendus. 

Continuetur  pulvis  jalapas,  cujusfumat  dofem, 

Omni  trihorio. 

Jlepetatur  vinum. 

R 3 

r ‘ $ 
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May  2d,  The  powder  of  the  evening,  and  twelve  of 
jalap  taken — file  appears  more  languid,  and  ex- 
coriations of  different  parts  of  the  furface,  and 
fome  of  confiderable  extent,  have  appeared  in 
fucceffion  for  two  days  pall— pulfe  at  the  wrifl 
is  feeble,  and  furface  is  difpofed  to  be  cold — no 
ftool — urine  paffed  infenfibly— -wine  has  been 
relifhed,  and  little  food  taken — has  had  an  in- 
different night — involuntary  motions  as  lafl  de- 
fcribed. 

Recipe — Vini  rubri  uncias  o£to. 

Aquae  uncias  fex. 

Sit  miflura  partitis  vicibus  indies  fumenda. 

r • i : ‘ ■ 

Injiciantur  per  anum  enematis  domeflici  un- 
ciae  decern  ; dein  accipiat  per  anum,  omni  tri- 
horio,  juris  bovini  uncias  quatuor;  in  hunc  finem 
habeat  jufculi  bovini  libras  tres  \ necnon  fiflu- 
lam  armatam. 

Curentur  partes  excoriatae  more  folito. 

Intermittatur  pulvis  jalapae, 

* ' * * **  ' 

3d.  A ftool  previous  to  the  injection,  pretty  co- 

i.  i . . » . » » . 

pious,  of  a dark  green  colour,  and  fetid  ; a 
fmaller  one  after  the  houfe  injection ; thofe  of 
beef-tea  have  heefr  retained — has  had  a better 

r t 

night. 
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night,  and  appears  fomewhat  revived — motions 
as  defcribed — wine  relilhed,  and  a little  beef-tea 
has  been  fwallowed. 

Recipe — Magnefias  uftas  drachmas  duas, 

« 

Pulveris  jalapse  drachmam  unam, 

Mucilaginis  Gummi  Arabici, 

Syrupi, 

Aquas  cinamomi  fingulorum  fem- 
unciajn. 

t 

Probe  miflis  affunde. 

Aquae  uncias  quatuor  cum  femifle.  Mifturae 
agitatae  porrigatur  uncia  una,  ter  indies. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  jufculum  bovinum,  ut 
heri. 

Three  dofes  of  the  mixture  taken — injections  May  4th. 
of  beef- tea  have  been  continued  and  retained 
— fome  beef-tea  and  a little  food  have  alfo  been 
taken ; wine  is  relilhed — one  pretty  copious 
green  coloured  and  fetid  {tool  pafled  in  bed- 
excoriations  mend. 

Continuentur  miftura  e magnefia,  vinum,  et 
enemata  e jufculo  bovino. 

R 4 
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5 tli.  Four  (tools,  of  a dark  green  colour  and  fetid 

fmell  ; the  evacuation  upon  the  whole  has  been 
copious,  and  paffed  in  bed-  fpafmodic  motions 
ceafe  altogether  at  times,  and  again  return  with 
fome  violence — has  paffed  an  indifferent  night 
— appetite  mends. 

Continuentur  vinum,  jus  bovinum,  et  miftu- 
ra  e magnefia. 

A night  nurfe. 

/ • 

6th  Has  paffed  a good  night — involuntary  mo- 
tions as  lafi  defcribed,  with  longer  intervals  be- 
tween different  attacks — appetite  more  improved, 

and  excoriations  more  difpofed  to  heal — four 

% \ 

alvine  evacuations,  confident,  dark,  and  fetid  $ 
on  the  whole  in  fmall  quantity. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  fex. 

Sit  pulvis  vefpere  fumendus. 

Continuetur  miftura  e magnefia,  ut  fupra 
praefcriptum,  addita  pulveris  jalaps  drachma. 
Continuentur  vinum  et  jufculum  bovinum. 

7th.  Has  paffed  an  eafy  night — irregular  fpaf- 
naodic  motions  are  now  but  little  perceived — 

• • ' M . .•  * l • c < • v ' ■ * ' 

appetite- 
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appetite  continues  to  improve — -expreflion  of 
countenance  is  more  lively — pulfe  calm,  and 
firmer,  than  hitherto— excoriations  healing — al- 
vine  evacuation  of  a lighter  colour,  lefs  fetid, 
and  alfo  lefs  copious  than  for  fome  days  pall — 
calomel  given,  and  mixture,  as  prefcribed 
taken. 

Recipe — Phofphatis  fodae  drachmas  quatuor 
e juris  bovini  unciis  fex  fumendas. 

Continuetur  miftura  e magnefia  et  jalapa. 

Habeat  vinum  et  jus  bovinum,  ut  fupra  prse- 
fcriptum  eft. 

/ X 

Involuntary  motions  nearly  gone — appetite  May  stK 
good — a quiet  night — fenfible  to  the  ftimulus  of 
urine  and  of  feces  ; the  latter  has  been  pafled  in 
abundance,  is  partly  fluid  and  feculent,  partly 
fcybalous  and  of  a greenifli  colour,  and  ftill  fe- 
tid— wine  is  relilhed — falts  and  mixture  takers 
is  prefcribed. 

Repetatur  phofphas  fodae. 

Continuetur  miftura  e magnefia  et  jalapa,  nec- 
Hon  vinum. 

* 

Intermittantur  enemata  a jufculo  bovino. 
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nee 

9th.  Alvine  evacuation  more  in  quantity,  feculent, 
of  natural  colour,  with  lefs  fetor — irregular 
motions  nearly,  if  not  altogether  gone— good 
night — mixture,  and  falls,  and  full  allowance  of 
nourilhment  taken. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor  tantum, 
quibus  admifceantur  aquas  uncias  quatuor. 

Continuentur  adhuc  cathartica. 

loth.  Involuntary  motions  have  not  recurred — de- 
glutition is  free,  and  fhe  begins  to  articulate — 
ftools  feculent,  and  natural  in  appearance  and 
fmell. 

t 

Continuetur  vinum,  necnon  miftura  e mag- 
nefia,  adempto  pulvere  jalapas. 

Omittatur  phofphas  fodae. 

llth.  The  alvine  difcharge  fmce  yefterday  is  abun- 
dant, fluid,  of  a greenifh  colour,  and  more  fetid 
than  the  laft — excoriations  are  healed — pulfe 
firm  and  regular — difpofition  to  coldnefs  of  the 
furface  has  gradually  yielded — fkin  now  of  na- 
tural heat* 

Recife 
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Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  quinque. 

Sit  pulvis  eras  primo  mane  fumendus. 

Continuetur  miftura  e magnefia. 

A more  copious  and  more  natural  ftool — con- w May  12th, 
tinues  convalefcent. 

Habeat  omni  mane  pulveris  radicis  jalapse 
grana  quindecim,  cum  totidem  facchari  rubri. 

Intermittantur  miftura  e magnefia,  et  vinum. 

The  alvine  evacuation  of  yefterday  and  of 14th, 

this  day  abundant,  fluid,  and  without  peculiar 
fetor — pulfe  regular  and  firm — articulation  not 
farther  recovered. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalaps  grana  fex  tantum,  in- 
dies. 

\ 

For  two  mornings  laxative  powder  not  given ntki 

— alvine  evacuation  continues  fufflciently  co- 
pious, of  natural  appearance,  and  fluid — appe- 
tite good,  but  flefh  and  ftrength  are  flowly  re- 
covered— articulation  (till  fufpended — pulfe  calm 
—good  nights. 

Intermittatur  pulvis  jalapoe. 
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isth.  Pretty  copious  alvine  difcharge  from  fix  mo- 
tions, more  fetid  than  for  two  days  paft — con- 
fiderable  fullnefs  of  abdomen  is  ftiil  per- 
ceived. 

> 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  qua- 
tuor, 

Pulveris  jalapse, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  odto. 

Sit  pulvis,  eras  primo  mane,  fumendus. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor. 

19th.  A more  copious  alvine  evacuation,  ftiil  fetid, 
with  flight  fulnefs  of  abdomen — fpontaneous 
vomiting  of  contents  of  ftomach  this  morning, 
preceded  by  ficknefs — wine  relifhed. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis,  heri  prasferiptus, 
et  repetatur  vinum. 

20th.  Since  taking  the  powder,  a rather  fcanty  al- 
vine evacuation  has  taken  place  ; it  is  feculent, 
fluid,  and  fetid — fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues 
r— wine  relifhed. 

Recipe — Infufi  fennse  uncias  duas, 

Extra&i  Glycyrrhizte  drachmam. 

Solve  pro  cathartico  quam  primum  fumendo. 

Vefpere 
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Vefper,e  accipiat  enematis  domeftici  uncias 
duodecim. 

The  infufion  was  taken,  and  the  injection  was  May  aist. 
foon  returned  without  feces — the  alvine  evacua- 
tion on  the  whole  fince  yefterday  has  been  co- 
pious, and  fetid,  and  of  a dark  colour,  with 
fcybala  intermixed — for  fome  days  {he  has  ap- 
peared more  wan,  and  feems  to  have  loft  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  flefh — the  wine  is  relifhed,  and  food 
taken — no  return  of  involuntary  motions. 

Recipe — Infufi  fennss  uncias  duas  cum  fe* 
mifie, 

Tin&urse  jalapae  drachmas  tre$, 

Extra&i  glycyrrhizas  drachmam.  * 

Sit  miftura  cujus  fumat  unciam,  omni  hora. 

Vefpere  accipiat,  per  anum,  enematis  fetidi  un- 
cias fex. 

The  alvine  evacuation,  in  refpeft  of  quantity  — — 224v 
and  appearance,  as  yefterday,  unlefs  perhaps  it 
is  more  of  the  natural  colour  ; it  contains  a few 
fcybala,  and  is  ftill  fetid — the  inje&ion  was  re- 
tained nearly  five  hours,  when  it  was  voided, 
accompanied  with  much  flatus — pulfe  towards 

90, 
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90,  and  firmer — abdomen  feems  lefs  diflended 
• — food  and  wine  relifhed. 

Repetatur  infufum  fennse  cum  tincfura  jala- 
ps ; necnon  enema  fetidum  vefpere. 

* 

Continuetur  vinum. 

/ 

Omittantur  alia. 

23d.  The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  copious,  of  a 
darker  colour,  and  fetid — the  injection,  retained 
four  hours,  was  voided  along  with  feculent 
matter  and  much  flatus — fulnefs  and  tenfion  of 
belly  continue  to  abate- — appetite  for  food  flags, 
but  wine  is  relifhed — pulfe  about  90,  and  feeble 

fhe  feems  to  lofe  in  refpeft  of  flefli  and  flrength. 

Habeat  quam  primum  juris  bovini  libras 
duas  ; cujus  injiciantur  unciae  fex  per  anum, 
omni  bihorio. 

••  ' • . - - . * q __  . 

Sera  no&e  fumat  bolum  jalapae  compofitum  ; 
et  eras  mane  repetatur  infufum  fennae  cum  tinc- 
tura  jalapae, 

Continuetur  vinum. 

24th.  Alvine  evacuation,  fince  yefterday,  is  lefs  co- 
pious, fluid  and  fetid — injeftions  of  beef-tea  re- 

\ 

tained — pulfe  firmer,  and  more  food  taken. 

Repetatur 
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Repetatur  vefpere  enema  fetidum,  ut  fupra 
praefcriptum  ; eras  mane  habeat  hauftum  ex 
oleo  ricini. 

Cpntinuentur  vinum  et  enemata  e jufculo  bo- 
vino. 

A feculent  ftool,  with  much  flatus,  in  about  May  25th, 
half  an  hour  from  receiving  the  inje&ion  j an- 
other fince  morning  ; on  the  whole,  the  alvine 
difeharge  is  more  copious,  fluid,  and  of  nearly 
natural  colour,  but  fetid — appetite  continues 
good — pulfe  regular  and  firm — fulnefs  of  abdo- 
men more  fubfided — had  a vifit  from  a brother 
and  After,  both  children,  in  whofe  company  fhe 
appeared  delighted,  and,  by  account,  converfed 
with  them  freely  and  eafily  ; in  their  abfence, 
fhe  refumes  her  ufual  dullnefs  and  taciturnity. 

Recipe — Oxidi  ferri  nigri  purificati  grana 
fex, 

Pulveris  jalapae, 

Sacchari  rubri,  utriufque  grana  qua- 
tuor. 

Sit  pul  vis,  ter  indies,  e quovis  vehiculo,  fu- 
mendus. 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur  vinum. 

Intermittantur  enemata  e jufculo  bovino. 

28th.  The  alvine  difcharge,  from  the  25th  till  yef- 
terday,  has  been  nearly  as  defcribed,  but  rather 
fcanty — no  ftool  thefe  laft  24  hours — abdomen 

-y 

feems  fuller — feeblenefs  continues — food  and 
wine  relifhed. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  ofto  ; fumat  duas 
omni  bihorio. 

Recipe — Tin&urae  aflae  fcetidae  drachmas  duas, 
Aquae  tepidae  uncias  o<fto,  pro  ene- 
mate,  eras  mane  injiciendo,  ni  pri- 
us  foluta  fuerit  alvus. 

Intermittatur  interea  pulvis  ex  oxido  ferri, 
nigro. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

29th.  Pills  being  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
a copious,  and,  for  the  firft  time,  formed  ftool 
was  voided— the  inje&ion  given,  and  as  yet 
without  farther  effect — fulnefs  of  abdomen,  and 
particularly  of  the  epigaftrium,  continues— 
pulfe  quick,  foft  and  tolerably  firm. 


Repetantur 
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Repetantur  pilulse  aloeticee  ; quibus  fumptis, 
repetatur  etiam  enema  foetid um. 

i 

A fcanty  (tool  in  the  afternoon  of  yefterday  ; May  30th. 
fix  have  fince  occurred,  giving  on  the  whole  a 
copious  feculent,  fluid,  and  fetid  difcharge- — the 

injection  was  returned  accompanied  with  much 

» 1 • 

flatus — fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues — appetite 
good. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  quatuor  vefpere  ; eras 
mane  repetatur  enema  fcetiduni. 

Has  had  feveral  (tools — the  evacuation  on 3 1st. 

the  whole  copious,  fluid  and  feculent,  and  with- 
out peculiar  fetor — belly  is  lefs  full — articula- 
tions diftindt,  and  (he  has  become  cheerful  and 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas,  tres  tantum  vefpere* 

n 

Several  natural  (tools — fulnefs  of  abdomen  June  1st. 
continues  ; in  other  refpedts  apparently  well. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  duas  tanlum. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

Repetantur  pilulee  aloeticee,  et  vinum.  ed. 

s 


June  3d. 

4th. 

« 

5th. 


Sth. 
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Pilulam  aloeticam  unam  tantum,  vefpere, 

Repetatur  pilula  aloetica. 

Fulnefs  of  abdomen  much  fubfided — (tools 
natural — in  all  refpe&s  convalefcent. 

Habeat  pilulam  aloeticam  fecunda  quaque 
nocte. 

Intermittatur  vinum. 

Regular  and  natural  (tools — flefli  and  (trength 
regained  in  fome  degree* 

Has  continued  well. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  viginti  quatuor.  Sig- 
na,  One  to  be  taken  occafionally,  fo  as  a regu- 
lar Hate  of  the  bowels  may  be  infured. 

Difmifled  cured. 


This  cafe  has  proved  equally  obftinate  with 
that  of  Ann  Rofs  ; at  the  fame  time,  it  is  one 
in  which  I had  the  greateft  reafon  to  defpair  of 

4 fuccefs. 
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fuccefs.  I loft  all  hope  more  than  once  ; and  I 
exprefted  myfelf  to  this  purpofe  to  feveral  gen- 
tlemen who  were  witnefles  of  my  conduct,  in 
order  to  prepare  them  for  my  failure.  But  the 
fteady  perfeverance  in  the  only  means  of  fafety, 
fnatched  my  patient  from  danger,  and  muft 
convince  every  unprejudiced  perfon  of  the  utili- 
ty of  purgative  medicines  in  Chorea. 


d o 

O ju 


Dr. 
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Dr.  James  Home,  profeffor  of  Materia  Me- 
dica  and  of  Pharmacy,  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  has  favoured  me  with  the  following 
valuable  and  interefling  communication.  His 
candid  and  polite  manner  of  making  it,  adds  to 
my  obligations  to  him  on  this  occalion. 


Edinburgh, 
Oct.  11,  1805. 


Dear  SiR, 

I HAve  heard  with  great  pleafure,  that  you 
are  now  publilhing  an  account  of  the  good  ef- 
fects of  purgatives,  in  the  cure  of  fome  difeafes. 
I take  theliberty  of  fending  you  therefore,  an  ab- 
ftradt  of  two  cafes  of  Chorea,  which  occurred 
in  the  clinical  ward,  and  which  fhew  in  a very 

ftriking  manner,  the  good  effects  of  purgatives 

\ 

in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  To  thefe  cafes  you 
are  certainly  well  entitled,  becaufe,  as  this  mode 

of 
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of  curing  Chorea  was  entirely  new  to  me,  and 
contrary  to  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes,  was,  if  you 
recoiled,  entirely  conuuded  under  your  direc- 
tion. I intended  alfo  to  have  fent  you  a very 
remarkable  hiifory  of  the  good  effeds  of  purga- 
tives, in  a very  bad  cafe  of  Typhus,  in  which 
they  were  employed  at  your  fuggeftion,  but  un- 
luckily I cannot  at  prefent  find  it.  I am 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  obed.  Servant, 
James  Home. 

To  Dr.  James  Hamilton,") 

Physician,  Edinburgh.  J 


/ 

Margaret  Jameson,  wras  admitted  into  the 
clinical  ward,  upon  the  10th  of  May,  1804. 
She  was  fixteen  years  of  age,  and  of  a fan- 
guine  temperament.  About  three  months  ago, 
previous  to  which  fhe  had  been  in  good  health, 
fome  involuntary  motions  were  firfl  obferved,  in 
her  left  arm  and  leg.  Thefe,  about  a fortnight 
ago,  changed  to  the  right  fide.  At  prefent,  thefe 

s 3 involuntary 
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involuntary  motions  are  fo  confiderable,  that  (he 
can  hardly  walk,  and  cannot  feed  herfelf.  They 
ceafe  during  deep,  which  however,  is  much  dif- 
turbed.  Pulfe  84 — tongue  clean — appetite  im- 
paired— third  confiderable — belly  codive.  The 
menfes  have  appeared  once  only,  and  in  fmall 
quantity,  about  a month  ago.  She  had  ufed  a 
great  variety  of  remedies,  of  the  nature  of 

which  fhe  was  ignorant,  without  receiving  any 
benefit. 

A compound,  confiding  of  the  fubmuriate 
of  mercury  and  of  jalap,  at  fird  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  grains  of  the  former,  and  ten 
grains  of  the  latter,  was  given.  This,  how- 
ever, producing  no  effe&s,  the  quantity  of  the 
fubmuriate  of  mercury  was  increafed  to  five 
grains,  and  that  of  the  jalap,  to  fifteen  grains. 
It  was  repeated  four  times  in  eight  days.  It  ne- 
ver operated  above  four  times.  The  feces  were 
at  fird  natural : they  afterwards  became  black 
and  fetid  ; and  then  again  aifumed  a natural  ap- 
pearance. The  involuntary  motions  gradually 
became  better  : they  ceaied  altogether,  in  eight 
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days  ; and  on  the  tenth  day,  fhe  was  di {'miffed, 
cured.  As  the  cure,  however,  might  have  been 
temporary  only,  die  was  defired  to  return  fre- 
quently to  the  Infirmary.  But,  although  file 
prefented  hcrfelf  often,  fhe  remained  entirely 
free  of  the  difeafe  ; and  her  countenance  exhi- 
bited the  appearance  of  health  and  vigour. 


I 

Mary  Murray  aged  15,  and  of  a deli- 
cate, irritable  habit,  was  admitted  on  the  8th 
of  June,  1S04.  In  her,  the  difeafe  had  com- 
menced about  three  months  before,  with  pains 
in  her  legs  and  arms.  Thefe  pains  fhe  afcribed 
to  cold,  and  they  were  removed  by  laxatives, 
and  external  applications.  After  this,  involun- 
tary motions  gradually  came  on,  at  firfl  in  the 
right  leg,  and  then  in  other  parts.  At  the  time 
Ihe  was  admitted,  the  mufcles  of  the  head,  of 
the  lower  jaw,  of  both  fuperior  extremities,  and 
of  the  right  leg,  were  affedted,  fo  that  fhe 
could  hardly  walk  ; fhe  could  not  feed  herfelf ; 
and  could  not  fpeak  intelligibly.  She  was  f- 

fecfed  alfo  with  frequent  headachs ; with  great 
jmbecillity  of  the  mental  faculties ; with  fre- 

s 4 
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quent  fits  of  crying,  without  any  evident  caufe; 
and  with  fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  towards  even- 
ing. Pulfe  about  80 — tongue  clean — appetite 
good — belly  very  bound.  The  menfes  had  ne- 
ver appeared. 

To  this  patient,  five  grains  of  the  fub muri- 
ate of  mercury,  and  fifteen  grains  of  jalap, 
were  given  in  the  form  of  bolus,  every  day, 
for  fourteen  days.  After  this,  they  were  giv- 
en every  fecond  day  only,  for  fix  days. 
During  thefe  three  weeks,  this  medicine  had 
the  effect  of  producing  three  or  four  (tools  eve- 
ry day.  At  firft,  the  (tools  were  of  a natural 
appearance  ; afterwards  they  became  black,  and 
very  fetid  ; gradually,  however,  they  afiumed 
a natural  appearance.  During  this  time,  (lie 
became  (tronger.  Her  countenance  afiumed  a 
healthy  appearance,  and  the  involuntary  mo- 
tions gradually  diminiflied,'  fo  that  (he  was  able. 

to  walk  more  fteadily,  to  carry  liquids  to  her 
mouth,  and  to  fpeak  more  diflin&ly. 

As  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  appeared  to  be  flow, 
a compound,  confiding  of  equal  parts  of  the  Cin- 
chona 
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chona  officinalis,  and  of  the  Valeriana  filveltris, 
was  given  in  the'  quantity  of  half  a drachm, 
twice  a day.  At  the  fame  time,  the  above  pur- 
gative  was  occafionally  prefcribed,  whenever 
there  was  any  tendency  to  coftivenefs  ; or, 
when  the  ffiools  were  not  of  a natural  appear- 
ance. Under  this  plan,  which  continued  three 
weeks,  this  patient  gradually  got  better,  fo 
that  when  fhe  wras  difmifled,  after  having  conti- 
nued in  the  Infirmary  about  fix  weeks,  the 
involuntary  motions  had  entirely  ceafed,  and  fhe 
was  in  perfect  health. 
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Roy.  inf. 
Febr.  iSth, 
1805. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  VII. 


CASES  OF  HiEMATEMESIS. 

Mary  Munro,  iEtatis  28. 

Has  pain  and  fenfe  of  weight  at  the  fcrobi- 
culiis  cordis,  increafed  on  preflure.  Headach 
and  vertigo,  vomiting  of  ingefla,  and  fome- 
times,  by  account,  grumous  blood  to  a confi- 
derable  extent,  is  brought  up  by  coughing — 
much  debility,  and  lownefs  of  fpirits — appetite 
impaired — pulfe  80 — {kin  cool — belly  habitually 
coftive — catamenia  regular,  and  rather  profufe 
— fays  fhe  has  had  ftomachic  complaints,  more 
than  a year  and  a half — the  difcharge  of  blood 
occurred  firft  about  the  beginning  of  this  win- 
ter, preceded  by  occafional  epiftaxis  for  a month 
before— “has  ufed  no  remedies  before  admiffion, 

but 
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but  has  taken  a bolus  fince,  which  procured  a 
dark,  greenifh  (tool. 

Habeat  pilulas  aioeticas  tres  omni  trihorio. 

By  account,  two  dark  greenifh-coloured  (tools  Febr.  19th 
have  been  palled  this  morning. 

Continuentur  pilulae  aloeticae,  ut  heri  prae- 
fcriptum. 

Twelve  pills  taken — five  copious,  dark-green soti 

ifh  coloured  (tools — (tomachic  fymptoms,  head- 
ach  and  vertigo  are  relieved — pulfe  calm — -no 
vomiting. 

No  (tool — no  vomiting — weight  at  epigaftri-  — — 21st 
um — pulfe  calm. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticae,  ut  fupra  prae- 
fcriptum. 

Several  (tools  of  more  natural  appearance — 226 

no  return  of  vomiting — -(tomachic  fymptoms  (till 

more  relieved,  and  expreflion  of  countenance 
more  lively. 


No 
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Febr.  23d.  No  flool — apparently  convalefcent — appetite 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnefiae  drachmas  tres, 

t 

Supertartritis  potalfae  drachmain  unam. 
Milce. 

Sumantur  omni  mane,  ex  aquae  unciis  fex 
vel  o&o. 

26th.  Belly  has  been  regular — appetite  has  conti- 
nued good,  and  to  all  appearance  fhe  has  been 
free  of  complaints. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti  uncias  duas 
in  dofes  triginta  duas  divifas. 

Signantur,  one  each  morning,  in  water* 
Difmiffed  cured. 


\ 


Jean 
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Jean  Clerkinson,  iEtatis  29. 

Complains  of  a general  forenefs  in  her  R0y.  Inf, 
bread:,-  with  great  oppreflion  about  the  praecor- 
dia,  headach,  and  fome  degree  of  languor. 

Says  Hie  has  been  affected  for  three  weeks,  with 
frequent  vomiting  of  fluid  and  dark-coloured 
blood,  fometimes  to  the  amount  of  a pound  or 
more — that  fhe  has  always  vomited  more  or 
lefs,  every  day  during  that  time.  At  prefent 
fhe  has  little  or  no  cough ; but  when  fhe  firfl 
became  affedted,  fhe  had  a fevere  cough,  with 
great  hoarfenefs. 

Pulfe  at  prefent  66,  and  very  weak — tongue 
white — belly  habitually  coftive — appetite  im- 
paired— catamenia  natural. 

Attributes  her  complaints,  to  carrying  heavy 
loads  of  coals — has  been  ufmg  the  pul  vis  cin- 
chonae,  with  porter,  without  relief. 

A fmall  difcharge  of  blood,  brought  up  ap-  ggtb. 

parently  without  retching — no  flool  fince  admif- 
fion. 


3 


Habea 
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Habeat  datim  bolum  jalapae  compofitum  cum 
tnercurii  granis  otto — fera  notte,  nifi  prius  fi> 
iuta  fuerit  alvus,  enema  domedicunn 
Juris  bovini  libram  vel  alteram  indies. 

30th.  General  forenefs  of  bread — oppreilion  about 
praecordia — headach  and  faintnefs  are  relieved 
— pulfe  firmer,  and  expreflion  of  countenance 
more  lively — a copious,  fetid,  dark,  and  greenilh 
coloured  alvine  evacuation — no  vomiting. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim  ; Sumat 
tres  omni  bihorio  ; et  pilulis  fumptis,  repetatur 
enema,  ut  heri. 

1st.  Injection  not  given — has  had  two  pretty  co- 
pious flools— feces  formed,  but  (till  of  a dark, 
and  greenilh  colour — uneafinefs  of  praecordia 
— opprefiion  of  the  bread,  and  headach  are 
dill  more  relieved — no  vomiting. 

Vefpere  repetatur  bolus  jalapae  compofitus,  ut 
fupra  praefcriptum,  et  eras  primo  mane  habeat 
tartritis  fodae  et  potadae  unciarn  ex  aqua. 

2d.  Ho  vomiting — in  other  refpetts,  free  of  com- 
plaint— a very  copius  alvine  evacuation  finoe 

morning. 
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morning,  and  of  more  natural  appearance  than 
hitherto. 

Repetantur  cathartica  ut  heri  praefcripta. 

• 

Has  had  pretty  full  alvine  evacuation ; fome- 
what  coft ive,  but  in  colour,  more  approaching 
the  natural.  Is  free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae  drachmas  quatuor  in 
dofes  o&odecim  divifas. 

Signentur  one  occafionally. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


Martha 


v 


May  ScL 


/ 
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Martha  Irvine,  JEtatis  23. 

, • • - ► f 

. ■ . . • ' . . 

Roy.  Inf.  Says,  that  on  Sunday,  the  27th  inftant,  flie 
became  afFecled  with  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, fevere  pains  through  her  cheft,  and  a fenfe 
of  great  weight  about  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach  ; which  complaints  were  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  by  violent  retching,  when  flie  difcharged 
a quantity  of  clotted  blood,  and  immediately 
felt  herfelf  relieved.  On  the  ninth,  the  above 
fymptoms  recurred,  and  flie  vomited  about  a 
pound  of  liquid,  which,  in  every  refped,  refem- 
bled  pure  blood  ; and  yefterday  flie  difcharged 
nearly  the  fame  quantity  ; fmce  which  time,  flie 
has  been  pretty  eafy — Complains  at  prefent,  of  a 
general  forenefs  in  her  breafl — of  a fenfe  of 
great  weight  at  her  ftomach — frequent  cough, 
and  occafional  headach — pulfe  72,  and  wreak — 
tongue  white — belly,  by  account,  has  been  re- 
gular, and  catamenia  natural — attributes  her 
complaints  to  fatigue,  and  carrying  heavy  loads 
—has  ufed  no  medicines. 

Cough 
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Cough,  by  decount,  is  of  a fortnight’s  du-  April  12th. 
ration,  and  has  been  accompanied  with  pain 
about  the  middle  of  the  flernum — no  ftool  fince 

¥ r , 

admilfion — tongue  clean — pulfe  calm  and  feeble. 

Habeat  emulfionis  communis  libram  unam 
indies. 

No  flool — no  vomiting — cough  has  become  13th. 

lefs  frequent,  and  by  fubfequent  account,  the 
pain  mentioned  yefterday,  feems  to  be  feated 
about  the  fcrobiculus  cordis.  Headach  is  in- 
creafed,  and  fhe  complains  of  oppreffive  fick- 
nefs — pulfe  towards  90,  and  firmer. 

Continuetur  emulfio. 

Has  had  neither  vomiting,  nor  evacuation  by 14th. 

flool — cough  nearly  gone — headach,  and  much 
ficknefs  continue. 

Continuetur  emulfio  communis. 

Has  had  neither  paffage  of  belly,  nor  vomit-  15th. 

ing — complains  of  fevere  headach  and  ficknefs 
— oppreffion  and  pain  of  epigaflrium — cough 
gone — pulfe  calm. 

Habeat  enema  purgans.  Omittatur  emulfio. 

t Headach 
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April  16  th. 


17th. 


18th. 


19th. 


Headach  and  opprellion  of  praecordia  conti- 
nue— ficknefs  relieved — no  vomiting — copious 
alvine  difcharge  after  the  inje&ion. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  jalapae  compo- 
fitum,  cum  mercurii  granis  decern  ; et  fera  noc- 
te,  nifi  fluxerit  alvus,  enema  domedicum. 

Headach  and  oppreflion  about  praecordia  are 
much  relieved — exprefiion  of  countenance  light- 
ened— very  copious,  confident,  dark-coloured 
alvine  evacuation. 

Repetatur  quam  primum  bolus  necnon  ene- 
ma, ut  heri. 

Alvine  evacuation  fimilar  to  that  of  yederday 
— injection  not  given — vomiting  of  blood  has 
not  recurred,  and  die  is  free  of  complaint. 

Repetatur  bolus,  ut  fupra  praefcriptum. 

Alvine  evacuation  refembling  the  lad,  but  in 
fmaller  quantity — no  recurrence  of  complaint. 

Habeat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  duo- 
decim.  Signantur,  two  every  night. 

Difmifled  cured. 


I did 
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I did  not  doubt  the  veracity  of  this  patient* 
Martha  Irvine. Her  fymptoms  and  her  ap- 

pearance convinced  me  that  (he  laboured  under 
Haematemefis  ; but,  I was  willing  that  the  exif- 
tence  of  the  difeafe,  fhould  be  placed  beyond  a 
doubt,  by  the  aftual  difcharge  of  blood  ; in  or- 
der, that  my  practice,  which  was  to  follow, 
might  be  more  decidedly  conclufive  in  favour 
of  purgative  medicines,  in  this  ailment.  I there- 
fore temporifed  for  the  firft  four  days.  But  her 
fufferings  increafmg,  commiferation  for  my  pa- 
tient made  me  defert  my  fcheme.  I could  not 
longer  with-hold  the  certain  means  of  relief 

i 

which  I had  at  command.  In  five  days  from 

my  firfl  employing  thefe,  Ihe  left  the  Hofpital, 

* ■ 

in  perfect  health. 
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Mr.  James  Law,  one  of  the  furgeons  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  furgeon  to  Edinburgh 
Bridewell,  has  obligingly  favoured  me  with  the 
following  obfervations,  in  a letter  addrelfed  to 
me.  They  are  as  follow. 


Edinburgh, 
Aug.  1st,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I have  accidentally  found  fome  flight  notices 
of  cafes  of  Hoematemefis,  in  looking  over  my 
Bridewell  records.  As  I had  formerly  been 
very  unfuccefsful  in  removing  this  complaint 
by  fulphuric  acid,  and  other  aftringents ; and 
as  I received  the  firfl  hint  of  the  practice  I now 
follow,  from  you,  I think  it  a duty  I owe  to 
you  and  the  profeflion,  to  lay  before  you  all 
the  information  I can,  on  the  fubjeft,  that  you 
may  make  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you  think  proper, 
in  your  intended  publication.  I am. 


My  dear  Sir, 
Your’s  ever, 
James  Law. 


Jean 
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Jean  Hay,  a' patient  admitted  the  21  ft 
March,  1804,  for  rheumatic,  and  other  com- 
plaints, was  on  the  10th  of  April,  feized  with 
vomiting  of  blood. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  tres. 

1 6th. 

Vomiting  of  blood  has  ceafed. 

It  appears  by  the  records,  that  this  woman, 
being  afflicted  with  Amenorrhcea,  and  its 
concomitant  dyfpeptic  fymptoms,  was  put 
under  a courfe  of  fteel,  with  occafional  laxa- 
tives. April  29th,  and  frequently  after  this, 
had  epileptic  fits,  which  ceafed  about  the  12th 
of  May. 

» • ' 

September  23d. 

A return  of  Haematemefis,  with  coftive  belly. 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapae  compofiti  drachmam. 

After  this,  had  feveral  returns,  treated  with 
laxatives,  and  on  Odober  25th,  was  diftniffed 
from  the  houfe,  cured. 


T 3 


Margaret 
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. </  , « - 

Margaret  Peat. 

*• 

i » 

February  12th,  1805. 

! • , t * * 

Has  been  in  the  Houfe,  fince  November  the 
20th,  1804,  with  venereal  and  other  com- 

■ • ..  . ’ - j % » 

plaints. 

Attack  of  Haematemefis. 

Sumat  fulphatis  fodae  unciam. 

13th. 

Salts  operated  gently,  and  the  vomiting  of 
blood  almoft  gone. 

15th. 

Haematemefis  more  fevere. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas,  nodle  et  mane* 

17th. 

Continued  the  pills,  till  they  operated  fully, 
and  produced  eight  Itools — Haematemefis  gone, 

21  ft. 

No  return  of  Haematemefis. 

N.  B.  In  this  cafe  alfo,  there  was  Arne- 

j,  ) i . ' « » v . > . - 

0 

norrhoea. 
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CASES  OF  CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Margaret  Clapperton,  JEtatis  20, 


Complains  of  fixed  pain  fituated  in  the  left  Royal  Infir. 
fide,  with  occafional  difficulty  of  refpiration,  **1804. 
pain  at  ftomach,  with  flatulence,  and  lofs  of  ap- 
petite— pain  of  loins — catamenia  have  been  ir- 
regular— pulfe  about  90,  and  full.  Thefe  com- 
plaints began  about  twelve  months  ago,  with 
pain  of  ftomach,  and  have  gradually  increafed 
fince. 


Bolum  jalapae  compofitum,  vefpere. 
Infnfi  fennae  uncias  duas,  eras  mane. 


— — . 20th. 


T 4 


Copious 
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Copious  alvine  evacuation — pain  of  fide,  of 
loins,  and  flatulence  flill  continue — pulfe  80, 
— ftomach  is  relieved. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  bolus  jalapae  compofitus. 
Infuii  amari  unciain  dimidiam,  quater  de  die. 

• J • i.  » 

22d.  Pain  of  flomach  flill  farther  abated,  and  fla- 
tulence relieved — pain  of  fide  and  loins  conti- 
nue— copious  alvine  dark-coloured  difcharge. 

Recipe — Carbonatis  magnefiae  fcrupulum, 

Pulveris  jalapae  grana  decern  ; fiat 
pulvis  omni  mane  fumendus. 

Continuetur  infufum  amarum. 

9 /I  *'«  f " * r * » ^ 

26th,  Belly  has  been  regular — flools  of  a natural 
appearance — pain  of  fide  gone — that  of  loins 
continues— -pulfe  calm. 

Condnuentur pulvis  carbonatis  magnefiae,  &c. 

27th  Pain  of  loins  gone. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapae  et  magnefiae,  ut  fupra 
praefcriptum  numero  viginti. 

pifmilfed  cured. 


Eppy 
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Euphan  Maygles,  iEtatis  29. 

Complains  of  pain  and  fenfe  of  weight  at  the  Royal  Infir. 
fcrobiculus  cordis  increafed  on  preffure,  with  oc-  ^3 03^’ 
cafional  ficknefs,  and  vomiting  of  ingelfa — lofs 
of  appetite — is  much  emaciated — pulfe  72 — 
tongue  clean — catamenia  regular — no  paffage  of 
belly  for  eight  days,  during  which  the  above 
fymptoms  have  been  much  aggravated,  though 
by  account,  fhe  has  been  more  or  lefs  fubjedl 
to  them  for  about  two  months,  during  which 
fhe  has  been  habitually  coflive. 

Enema  domefticum  flatim. 

Cras  primo  mane  tartritis  fodse  et  potafhe 
unciam  ex  aqua,  duabus  vicibus. 

Three  flools — the  firfl  by  the  injection  was  14tj1 

coflive,  the  two  latter,  fince  the  exhibition  of 
the  laxative,  fcanty.  Pain  of  epigallrium,  and 
ficknefs  continue. 

Recipe — Pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim.  Sumat 
$uas  omni  trihorio. 


3 


Stomachic 
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15th.  Stomachic  fymptoms  and  uneafinefs  of  abdo*. 
men  continue — one  very  fcanty  and  coftive  ftool 
— the  twelve  pills  taken. 

Injiciatur  quam  primum  enema  purgans. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticas,  yt  heri  fu« 
mendae. 

I6th?  A fcanty  ftool  after  the  inje&ion ; another 
more  abundant,  and  of  more  natural  appear- 
ance, fince  morning — pain  of  epigaftrium  and 
ficknefs  are  relieved — vomiting  has  not  recur- 
red— tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — an  indifferent 
night. 

Recipe — Tin&urse  fennse  compofitas  drach- 
mas feptem, 

Tinftune  opii  ammoniatcE  drach- 
mam. 

Sit  hauftus,  vefpere  fumendus. 

17th.  Two  ftools  both  fcanty,  by  account,  of  natu- 
ral appearance — pain  of  epigaftrium  and  ficknefs 
continue  eafier — no  vomiting — a good  night. 

Repetatur  hauftus,  ut  heri. 


Two 
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Two  ftools,  copious,  and  of  natural  appear*  jan.  isth. 
ance—  continues  convalefcent — an  eafy  night. 

Continuetur  hauftus  e tin&ura  fennss. 

One  fcanty  ftool — a good  night.  19th. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  quatuor,  vefpere. 

Infufi  fennse  uncias  tres,  ex  infufi  lini  unciis 
fex,  eras  primo  mane. 

Intermittatur  tin&ura  fennas  compofita. 

Two  fcanty  ftools  fince  morning — pain  of  epi — . — 20th. 

* * ? 

gaftrium  continues  eafy — a good  night. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim,  duas  omni  triho- 
rio,  ufquo  dum  rite  fluat  alvus. 

By  account,  has  had  two  copious  natural  21st. 

ftools. 

Free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  omni  mane  pulveris  rhaei,  grana  duo- 
decim. 

' f 1 

Appetite  improves — belly  regular.  — - 22d, 

Continuetur  pulvis  rhaei. 


Belly 
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Belly  lias  become  flow— complains  of  head- 
ach,  and  fpontaneous  vomiting  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  yefterday — tongue  clean — pulle  calm. 
Sulphatis  magneiide  drachmas  quatuor, 
Supertartritis  potaflse  drachmam. 

Sumantur  quam  primum,  ex  aqua. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapm  compofiti  drachmam 
dimidiam  omni  mane.  Intermittatur  rhaeum. 

No  return  of  vomiting — headach  abated. 
Pretty  copious  dark-coloured  alvine  difcharge. 

Belly  is  regular  ; in  other  refpects  convalef- 
cent. 

Continuetur  pul  vis  jalapae  compofitus. 

Full  diet. 

No  ftool  for  two  days. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnefiae  drachmas  qua- 
tuor, 

Supertartritis  potaflae, 

Foliorum  fennae,  utriufque  drach- 
mam. 

~ f k ■ r f r f * 

Infundantur  femihoram  in  aquae  fervidae  un- 
ciis  octo,  quam  primum  fumenda. 

Recipe 
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Recipe — Extra&i  cathartici  drachmas  duas, 
in  pilulas  triginta  equales  divifas. 
Signentur,  laxative  pills,  one  or  two  when  ne- 

Difmified  cured. 


Febr.  4th. 


Jean 
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Jean  McDonald,  iEtatis  28. 

Royal  Infir.  Com  plains  of  pain,  and  fenfe  of  weight  at 
Feb#  7 th#  i • a • ♦ • PI  rr~ 

1805.  the  epigaltnc  region,  increaied  on  prefiure,  vo- 
miting  of  ingefta,  in  an  acid  ftate,  with  fre- 
quent eru&ations,  headach,  and  vertigo,  vague 
pains  in  her  limbs — flrength  is  impaired — lofs 
of  flefh — appetite  bad — pulfe  80 — fkin  cool- 
tongue  white  and  moifl — thirfty — belly  is  habi- 
tually coftive — catamenia  have  been  fupprefled  a 
twelvemonth,  during  which  period  fhe  has  been 
more  or  lefs  diflreffed  with  the  above  fymptoms 
—has  ufed  no  remedies. 

sth.  No  ftool  fmee  admiflion. 

Recipe — Extra&i  colocynthidis  compofiti 
drachmam  et  dimidiam, 

Forma  in  pilulas  viginti  quatuor. 

Sumat  duas  omni  bihorio  ufquedum  refpon- 
derit  alvus. 


9th.  Three  copious  ftools,  of  a dark  greenifh  co- 
lour, and  fetid — fenfe  of  weight  at  fcrobiculus 

cordis 
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cordis— headach  and  vertigo  are  confiderably 
relieved.  Sixteen  pills  taken. 

Three  copious,  and  in  appearance,  more  na-  Feb.  lOtb, 
tural  ftools,  fince  yeflerday.  Spontaneous  vo- 
miting, and  acid  erudations  do  not  recur — in- 
different appetite. 

Vomiting  occurred  in  the  evening — gaftrody-  — lith, 
nia  fince  morning. 

Recipe — Carbonatis  magnefiae  fcrupulos  duos, 

Pulveris  rhaei  fcrupulum, 

Sumantur  ex  aquae  menthae  piperitidis  unciis 
duabus. 

Gaftrodynia  gone — vomiting  has  not  recur-  

red,  and  in  other  refpeds  is  free  of  complaint — 
tongue  clean — pulfe  calm— no  {tool. 

Sumat  ftatim  infufi  fennae  uncias  tres,  ex  in- 
fufi  lini  unciis  fex. 

Sera  node  enema  purgans,  fi  opus  fit. 

A copious,  confiftent,  blackith,  and  fetid  — 13th. 
{tool,  upon  the  exhibition  of  the  injedion — ge- 
neral pain  of  abdomen — pulfe  calm. 


Pilulas 
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Pilulas  aloeticas  fedecim. 

i - r r r 

Tres  omni  trihorio. 

Febr.  14th.  Has  had  feveral  (tools,  of  dark,  or  greenifh 
appearance — the  alvine  difcharge  on  the  whole, 
copious — pain  of  abdomen  gone — nine  pills 
taken. 

Habeat  falis  polychrefti  drachmam  dimidiam, 

Pulveris  rhaei  grana  quindecim. 

Sit  pulvis  omni  mane  fumendus. 

Full  diet, 

— — 18th.  Has  had  regular  (tools,  and  continues  conva- 

lefcent. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnefiae  unciam, 
Supertartritis  potalfae, 

Sulphatis  potafiae  cum  fulphure, 
utriufque  drachmas  duas. 

Signentur,  to  be  dilfolved  in  a pint  and 
a half  of  water,  and  a tea-cupful  taken  each 
morning. 

Difmilfed  cured. 


David 
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David  McKenzie,  iEtatis  66. 

Complains  of  moil  excruciating  pains  in  Royal  Infir. 
his  legs,  thighs,  and  arms,  and  about  the  fcro- 
biculus  cordis  ; the  mufcles  of  his  legs  and 
thighs  feel  hard  and  contracted,  and  are  fre- 
quently agitated  by  violent,  irregular,  and  invo- 
luntary motions.  The  mufcles  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen  are  occafionally  affeCted  with  the 
fame  involuntary  motions,  giving  a fenfe  of  fuf- 
focation,  and  fevere  pain. — Has  fometimes  a 
difficulty  in  fwallowing — pulfe  90,  weak  and 
hard — features  much  ihrunk — tongue  foul — 
complains  of  conilant  purging,  with  gripes— is 
unable  to  articulate,  but  in  a low  whifper. 

Says,  that  laft  night,  about  1 2 o’clock,  when 
afleep,  he  was  roufed  with  fevere  pain  in  his 
legs  ; they  were  contracted,  and  he  was  unable 
to  flretch  them  out.  In  about  an  hour,  the  pain 
became  eafier,  and  he  could  move  them  a little, 
but  the  pains  and  fpafm  have  continued  to  recur 
every  half  hour,  fmce. 

u Injiciatur 
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Injiciatur  quam  primum  enema  anodynum, 
cui  addantur  tin&urae  opii  guttae  oCtoginta. 

Aug.  28th.  Lad  night,  about  the  time  he  was  fird  feized, 
the  fpafmodic  aCtion  became  very  violent.  The 
mufcles  of  his  legs  were  much  agitated,  con- 
tracted, and  the  knees  drawn  up  towards  the 
abdomen  ; he  was  unable  to  fpeak  or  move;  the 
injedtion,  which  was  given  about  two  hours  be- 
fore, was  retained  only  a few  minutes. 

Recipe— Cam phorae  grana  decern, 

Sacchari  drachmas  duas, 

Tere  fimul  intime,  dein  adde, 
Mucilaginis  mimofae  niloticae 
drachmam  et  dimidiam. 

Aquae  unciam. 

Sit  hauftus  datim  fumendus. 

28th.  Noon.  Since  the  exhibition  of  the  draught,  he  has 
been  quiet,  and  flept  fome  ; the  fpafmodic  ac- 
tion of  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  extremities  has 
recurred,  but  not  fo  feverely — complains  ftill 
of  pain  about  the  fcrobiculus  cordis — third  ur- 
gent— diarrhoea  continues — has  pafled  only  a- 
bout  four  ounces  of  urine,  fince  admidion. 

Continuetur  haudus  camphorae. 

Recipe 
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Recipe — Tartritis  fodae  et  potaflae  drachmas 
fex, 

Infufi  fennae  uncias  duas, 

Aquae  uncias  fex  ; 

Sit  folutio  ftatim  fumenda. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  o£to. 

Paucity  of  urine,  and  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  Aug.  29th. 
continued  ; the  ftools  were  fcanty,  white-colour- 
ed, and  fetid-— fince  the  exhibition  of  the  ca- 
thartic, a very  copious  alvine  evacuation  has 
taken  place ; it  is  fluid,  of  a mixed  greenifh  and 
clayifh  colour,  of  a fomewhat  acid  fmell,  and 
otherwife  of  a peculiar  fetor. 

Two  camphor  draughts  have  been  given,  and 
wine  has  been  ufed — pulfe  is  lefs  hard — cramps 
of  the  lower  extremities  occafionally  recur  fince 
morning,  but  the  involuntary  action  of  other 
mufcles  has  ceafed — countenance  lightened — he 
has  enjoyed  fome  fleep. 

Repetatur  quam  primum  folutio  cathartica, 
qua  fumpta,  horis  quatuor  elapfls,  accipiat 
enema  purgans ; alvo  reddita,  habeat  hauftum 
cum  im^urae  opii  guttis  quadraginta. 

Habeat  juris  bi^nnj3  libras  duas, 
u 2 


Repetafyr 


30th. 


31st. 
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Repetatur  vinum. 

Intermittatur  hauftus  cum  camphora. 

Injection  given — was  foon  returned — he  has 
had  very  copious  alvine  evacuation — fluid,  of  a 
dark-green  colour,  and  of  a high,  and  peculiar 
fetor — pain  of  epigaftrium  gone — two  fight  at- 
tacks of  fpafm  of  the  lower  extremities,  laft 
night — no  other  irregular  mufcular  action  has 
occurred — tongue  clean  and  moift-— pulfe  feeble 
— a peculiar  fulnefs,  and  general  tenfion  of  ab- 
domen is  perceived — wine  has  been  reiilhed, 
and  he  has  pafled  a good  night. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas,  duodecim ; fumat 
tres  omni  bihorio  ; hifce  fumptis,  habeat  enema 
domefticum,  ni  prius  exoneretur  alvus. 

Repetantur  vinum  et  hauftus. 

Pills  and  injection  given — feculent  difcharge 
lefs  copious  than  yefterday,  and  lefs  fetid;  is  of 
a clay-colour,  partly  fluid,  and  partly  fcybalous. 
Fulnefs  and  tenfion  of  abdomen  gone — a flight 
return  of  fpafm  of  the  lower  extremities  w?^ 

of  Ihort  duration — furface  inclines  to  ^ — 

9 pulfe 
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pulfe  feeble — drowfy,  with  pain  acrofs  the  fore- 
head— pills  taken. 

Foveantur  crura,  tertia  quaque  hora,  femi- 
horae  fpatium. 

Continuentur  jufculum  bovinum,  et  vinum. 

Omittatur  hauflus  anodynUs. 

Has  had  farther  alvine  evacuation — fluid,  of  a 
more  natural  appearance,  without  fetor  or  fcy- 
bala — fpafmodic  affection  has  once  appeared, 
and  has  been  flight — furface  warm — pulfe  firm- 
er— painful  affedion  of  both  eyes — headach  and 
drowfinefs  gone. 

Abluat  oculos  folutione  fulphatis  zinci  fub- 
inde. 

Habeat  eras  mane  pulveris  jalapse  compofiti 
fcrupulos  duos. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

Pain  and  inflamation  of  eyes  are  relieved— 
one  fhort  and  flight  return  of  cramp  of  the  low- 
er extremities — countenance  has  a more  natu- 
ral, and  more  lively  appearance — appetite  im- 
proving— no  ftool. 

u 3 


Sept.  1st. 


2d, 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur  quam  primum,  pulvis  jalapge  com- 
pofitus,  et  vefpere,  fi  opus  fit,  accipiat  enema 
domefticum. 

Repetatur  vinum. 

» 

Sept.  3d.  Has  palled  an  indifferent  night — has  had 
longer  and  more  fevere  attack  of  cramp  in  the 
lower  extremities — a coftive,  green,  and  fetid  % 
. (tool  followed  the  injedion,  when  previous  un- 
eafmels  fubfided.  He  appears  more  languid, 
but  pulfe  continues  firmer,  and  furface  warm — 
tongue  clean — appetite  declines. 

Habeat  infufi  fennse  uncias  fex. 

Unciam  qam  primum,  omni  hora  repetendam. 
Infufo  fumpto,  accipiat  iterum  enema  domefti- 
cum. 

Repetatur  vinum. 


4th. 


No  return  of  fpafmodic  affedion — has  ufed 
more  food — affedion  of  eyes  gone,  and  looks 
are  improved — has  had  copious,  and  more  na- 
tural than  hitherto  alvine  evacuation,  upon  the 
injedion  being  given,  the  infufion  having  been 
previoufly  taken — complains  of  gripes. 

1 


Recipe 
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Recipe — Mucilaginis  mimofae  niloticae  fern- 
unciarn, 

Magnefiae  drachmas  duas, 

Pulveris  jalapae  drachmam. 

Probe  midis  affunde  aquae  uncias  fex. 

Miflurae  agitatae  fumat  unciarn,  fecunda  vel 
tertia  quaque  hora. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  libram  indies. 

Fluid  and  natural  alvine  evacuation  in  full  Sept.  5th. 
quantity — gripes  continue* 

Sumat  dofim  miflurae  e magnefia,  quarta 
quaque  hora — pilulam  thebaicam  vefpere. 

Repetatur  vinum. 

Gripes  are  gone — fpafms  have  not  recurred—  — r 7th, 

/ 

alvine  evacuation,  natural  and  plentiful — appe- 
tite  good. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta  et  vinum. 

Belly  rather  open.  9th. 

Habeat  aquae  calcis  uncias  tres,  quater  indies. 

< 

Belly  has  been  regular.  — I3th- 

Difmiffed  cured. 


u 4) 
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A young  woman  of  a delicate  conftitution, 
but  not  liable  to  general  bad  health,  was  feized 
with  frequent  violent  and  bound  cough,  un- 
attended with  pain  of  breaft,  dyfpncea,  quick- 
nefs  of  pulfe,  or  heat  of  furface.  In  order 
to  mitigate  the  cough,  the  feverity  of  which  ex- 
cited much  alarm,  left  rupture  of  vefiels,  and 
hsemoptyfts  fhould  enfue ; blood-letting  was 
praftifed  once  and  again,  and  a blifter  was  ap- 
plied as  often  to  the  breaft  ; while  a low  regi- 
men was  enjoined , and  laudanum  was  given  to 
procure  deep,  which  the  cough  had  altogether 
baniflied.  Thefe  means,  fo  likely  to  have  pro- 
cured relief,  were  of  no  avail. 

The  experience  of  the  efFeft  of  fome  purga- 
tive medicines,  which  had  been  given  in  the 
courfe  of  the  ailment,  proved  that  our  patient 
was  either  of  a peculiarly  conftipated  habit, 
or  laboured  under  temporary  conftipation.  It 
feemed  therefore  reafonable  to  another  Gentle- 
man who  attended  with  me,  as  well  as  to  my- 
felf,  to  force  the  alvine  evacuation  by  more 

powerful 
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powerful  medicines,  than  we  had  as  yet  em- 
ployed. We  fucceeded,  but  not  without  diffi- 
culty, in  attaining  the  objedt  in  view.  The  ap- 
pearance and  odour  of  the  feces  evinced  their 
morbid  ftate  ; while  the  quantity  that  was  dif- 
lodged  proved  that  the  feculent  accumulation 
had  been  great.  And  there  was  no  doubt  of 
thefe  circumftances  having  been  the  caufe  of 
the  ailment,  for  the  ceffation  of  the  cough,  and 
the  progrefs  of  convalefcence  kept  pace  with 
the  gradual  unloading  of  the  bowels.  Our  pa- 
tient was  fo  fatisfied  of  this,  that  ffie  readily 
agreed  to  follow  out  a regular  courfe  of  purga- 
tive medicines,  in  order  to  preferve  her  bowels 
in  a regular  ftate  of  daily  and  full  evacuation. 

This  patient  four  months  afterwards,  had  ano- 
ther attack  of  pedtoral  fymptoms,  different  how- 
ever from  the  former  one.  She  now  complained 
of  acute  fixed  pain  acrofs  the  lower  part  of  the 
fternum,  aggravated  by  the  gentleft  bodily  exer- 
tion, and  attended  with  great  languor  and  feeble- 
nefs.  Her  appetite  was  altogether  gone — ffie 
paffed  fleeplefs  nights — her  countenance  be- 
tokened much  diftrefs — her  cheeks  were  al- 
ternately 
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ternately  flufhed  and  pale.  With  thefe  fym- 
ptoms  Ihe  had  no  cough,  and  when  com- 
pletely at  reft,  even  in  the  recumbent  pofture, 
no  dyfpncea. 

On  the  firft  attack,  the  pain  was  fo  violent, 
as  to  threaten  inftant  fuffocation,  which  appear- 
ed to  have  been  averted  only  by  a prompt  and 
copious  blooding.  Bloodletting  was  afterwards 
repeated,  which,  as  well  as  bliftering,  was  of 
no  ufe ; the  application  of  leeches  feemed  to  mi- 
tigate the  pain  ; and  on  account  of  it,  low  diet 
was  enjoined. 

The  other  medical  Gentleman  in  attendance, 
and  I,  trufting  to  the  account  of  our  patient, 
and  to  the  appearance  of  one  alvine  evacuation, 
were  fatisfied  that  the  belly  was  regular ; and 
we  were  the  more  readily  fo,  as  our  patient, 
ever  fince  her  former  indilpofition,  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  attend  to  this  circumftance. 

0 

Difappointed  in  our  expectations  of  relief,  we 
now  became  ferioufly  alarmed,  dreading  the  ex- 
iftence  of  vomica,  with  which  we  connected  ap* 

prehenfions 
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prehenfions  of  impending  phthifis.  Thefe  fears 
were  not  altogether  concealed  from  the  friends 
of  the  lady,  who  immediately  afked  the  afiid- 
ance  of  another  medical  Gentleman. 

Our  joint  opinion  now  turned  upon  the  pro- 
bability, that  the  difeafe  might  depend  upon 
nervous  irritation.  Exercife  in  the  open  air, 
a fuller  diet,  and  a tonic  powder  and  mixture, 
were  propofed.  The  patient’s  inability  to  bear 
the  flighted;  motion,  and  her  total  want  of  appe- 
tite, precluded  compliance  with  the  two  fird 
propofals ; and  the  tonic  medicines,  taken  with 
great  relu&ance,  were  fcarcely  in  ufe,  when  a 
copious,  fluid,  dark-coloured,  and  peculiarly  fe- 
tid dool  arrefled  our  attention.  The  previous 
hidory  of  this  patient’s  health,  and  the  prefent 
occurrence,  indicated  clearly  our  line  of  practice. 
Much  fetid  feculent  matter  was  brought  off*  by 
appropriate  purgative  medicines  ; immediate 
abatement  of  the  pain  took  place,  and  complete 
relief  in  all  refpects  foon  enfued.  In  eight  or 
ten  days  no  vedige  of  complaint  remained. 
The  patient  is  now  perfe&ly  well. 


JEAN 
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Jean  Dougald,  JEtat.  45. 

\ 

Royal  Infir.  Seven  days  ago,  was  attacked  with  pain  of 

Sept.  11th,  . 

1803.  abdomen,  borborygmi,  and  the  fenfe  of  a ball 

moving  up  towards  her  throat,  occafioning  the 
feeling  of  fuffocation,  after  which  (he  became 
infenfible,  and  continued  in  that  (late  for  fome 
time ; on  recovering,  (he  had  frequent  eru&a- 
tions  of  flatus.  Since  that  time,  fhe  has  had 
feveral  fits  of  the  fame  kind.  Pulfe  about  70- 
belly  coftive — catamenia  have  ceafed. 

Habeat  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

i 

— — lath.  One  coflive  ftool. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

13th.  One  ftool,  more  fluid  and  natural — pain  of 

abdomen,  eru&ations,  and  hyfteric  fymptoms 
have  not  recurred. 

Repetatur  bolus  e jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

— 14th.  Sumat  indies  folutionis  aflse  fcetidse  unciam 
dimidiam,  ad  tertiam  vicem. 


Belly 
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Belly  has  been  regular— ftomachic  fymptoms  Sept.  23d. 

have  not  recurred. 

* 

Recipe — Tin&urae  alfe  foetidse  uncias  duas. 

Signa.  Fifteen  drops  twice  a day  in  a glafs  of 
water. 

Difrniffed  cured. 

i • * . 


i 
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Jean  Lawrie,  JEtat.  17. 

Royal  Infir.  Is  fubje£t  to  violent  involuntary  and  irregular 

March  16th.  . r . . . . . . . . 

J.S05.  motions  or  the  trunk,  and  extremities,  which  ge- 
nerally laft  from  five  to  ten  minutes,  and  fome- 
times  return  feveral  times  fucceflively,  without 
any  apparent  caufe.  Complains  of  fevere  head- 
ach  during  the  intervals,  and  flying  pains  in  her 
loins,  bread,  and  extremities.  Pulfe  at  prefent 
104  and  weak — face  flufhed — fkin  hot,  alternat- 
ing with  a fenfe  of  cold — belly  rather  bound — 
catamenia,  which  were  fuppreffed  for  upwards 
of  four  months,  returned  about  eight  days  ago. 

Was  feized  yeflerday,  while  walkiag,  with 
pains  in  the  bread  and  back,  faintnefs  and  diffi- 
culty of  refpiration.  Thefe  continued  for  about 
half  an  hour,  and  were  fucceeded  by  a fit,  as 
above  defcribed.  Has  been  fubje£t  to  headach, 
vertigo,  and  domach  complaints,  for  about  three 
years. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  jalapse  compo- 
fitum,  et  pod  horas  quatuor,  ni  prius  alvus  de- 
jiciatur,  enema  domedicum. 


One 
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One  coftive,  but  in  other  refpe&s  natural  March  17th. 
(tool — tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — headach  con- 
tinues, with  flu  things  of  face — three  attacks  of 
fpafmodic  affection,  as  defcribed,  but  in  a flight 
degree,  flnce  admiflion — has  palfed  an  eafy 
night. 

Habeat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  duas, 
quarta  quaque  hora  ulquedum  fluat  alvus. 

Twelve  pills  taken — no  ftools  procured — isth. 

headach  is  relieved — one  fit  of  fhort  duration, 
refembling  hyfleria. 

Habeat  quam  primum  enema  purgans  ; et 
eras  primo  mane  bolum  jalapse  compofitum 
cum  calomelenas  granis  octo. 

Several  copious  dark  and  fetid  ftools  after — 19th. 

the  injection — none  ftnee  the  bolus  of  this 
morning — headach  is  relieved — no  return  of 
paroxyfm. 

Repetatur  enema  purgans  quam  primum. 

1 

Two  flight  fits — feveral  ftools.  20th. 

Repetatur  bolus  jalapte  compofitus,  eras 
mane. 


No 
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March  2ist.  No  recurrence  of  fits — pain  under  the  fter- 
num,  increafed  by  the  recumbent  pofture,  con- 
tinues— headach  gone  ~ free  pafiage  of  belly— 
pulfe  calm. 

Imponatur  veficatorium  fterno  qua  dolet. 

— 23d.  Blifter  has  rifen  well,  and  pain  is  relieved — 
no  ftool — no  recurrence  of  fit. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  bolus  jalapas  compo- 
fitus. 

25th.  Has  had  full  pafiage  of  belly — free  of  com* 

plaint. 

Pilulas  ex  aloe  et  Gambogia  o&odecim.— 
Signa.  One  or  two  occafionally  at  bed-time. 

Difmified  cured. 


FINIS. 


Edinburgh,  printed  by  C.  Stewart. 
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